
 

 
 
 
 

A dance school is in desperate need of financial backing to secure its future after its 

funding was slashed. 

Essex Dance Theatre, in Dorset Avenue, Great Baddow, prides itself in offering dance 

and performing arts classes and qualifications to all young people, regardless of 

ability, experience or financial background. 

It was set up 36 years ago by Debbie Holme under Essex County Council, which until 

recently was able to assist in providing facilities and staff.  

Until now, it has been given £88,000 per year to pay for its facilities and staff. 

Ms Holme said: “In two years’ time, there will be absolutely zero funding. We will 

have to stand on our own two feet, financially.  

“We are eagerly looking for sponsors who will support us in some way. We have a 

performing group who tour locally, regionally and nationally – maybe someone could 

sponsor them?” 

The school is due to launch a new diploma in dance instruction (DDI) in September, 

allowing students to combine classes with A-levels at other colleges. It is thought to 

be the first of its kind in the county and in line with Government wishes for young 

people to stay in education until they are 18. 

Ms Holme said: “We try to ensure everybody who wants to attend classes can. We 

want that to continue. We are a youth club using dance as a tool to provide young 

people with a sense of self-discipline.” 

Joani St Cliere’s two daughters have studied dance and performing arts at the theatre 

for seven years. 

As not only a mum, but a dance and fitness instructor herself, she is fully aware of the 

good work and high achievements of the school. 

Mrs St Cliere, of Mayland, said: “Essex Dance Theatre produces well-rounded, very 

likeable but very capable dancers. The children come out of there being very aware of 

team-building, respect and commitment. It is not just about dance, it is the whole 

standard of how to behave with people and being professional. 

“It would be an incredible loss to the county and to numerous families if the classes 

had to stop.” 

To discuss the opportunity of supporting Essex Dance Theatre, call Debbie Holme on 

01245 476335. 

 


