
 
 

Your ideal house could be a lot closer to home than you think. 

With banks still reluctant to lend money and buyers few and far between, upping and 

moving home is more difficult than ever. 

For some, a new, bigger home is a must with growing families and the trend to work 

from home leaving houses bursting at the seams. 

But, before you make the leap to the next rung up the ladder, first consider whether 

your current home could actually be the solution to your problems. 

Chris Brooks, of Inout House and Garden Remodelling, based in Barnston, near 

Chelmsford, believes with a little clever tweaking, your home could offer everything 

you need. 

He said: “Often, people suddenly find they have a change in lifestyle with children 

moving out or moving back, or parents moving in which can result in the house 

feeling too big or too small.  

“More and more, grandparents are moving in to ease the financial burden of childcare 

or elderly care homes. That is the way things are going. We are constantly updating 

things like our mobile phones and yet we live in houses which were designed in line 

with how we lived decades ago. 

“There is nothing to say you have to move to get the house you want and need. 

Simply improve and remodel what you already have. If moving is the logical next 

step, then first maximise your sale by improving the way the house works.” 

Before deciding to move, consider the following –  

 Loft conversion – a cost-effective way of creating extra rooms as it’s the only 

extension which doesn’t need foundations. Roof height must be at least 2.3m 

to accommodate conversion. Must be space for a protected stairway to act as 

an escape through the house. 

 First-floor extension – to give extra space upstairs when there’s already an 

extension downstairs. Must consider whether footings are deep enough for 

two-storey building, plus your neighbour’s right to light. 

 Conservatory – with developments in glass design, can be a year-round extra 

room. Foundations do not need to be as deep as brick construction. 

 Rearranging existing space – turn an under-used dining room into an office or 

bedroom, or make a room multi-functional. 

 Outdoor rooms – think outside the four walls. Garages linked to the house can 

easily become play rooms or living areas. Sheds can be insulated and heated to 

become home offices. Summer houses and log cabins can be used as extra 

space. 



To give a clear idea of how the alterations would look, Inout provide computer-

generated plans and images allowing you to make informed decisions about work to 

be carried out. 

To find out how your home and garden could be remodelled to solve your housing 

challenges, contact Chris Brooks at Inout on 01371 820600 or chris.brooks@in-

out.uk.com for a free consultation. 

Visit www.in-out.uk.com 

 

 

[Case study] 

Moving home to achieve their dream would have been an upheaval Alasdair and 

Karina Dodds could have done without. 

The parents of two were keen to create a room in the loft to call their own, where they 

could relax away from the stresses and strains of life. 

Alasdair, of Witham, said: “Buying a bigger house was the option we looked at at 

first. There was a house for sale 100 yards away from us with a loft conversion so we 

looked at buying that. But, the loft had been split into two bedrooms and a bathroom 

which wasn’t what we wanted. Financially, it just didn’t make sense to move, 

especially as we would still be compromising on what we wanted.” 

Instead, the couple commissioned Inout to remodel their existing house, creating the 

loft suite of their dreams. 

Alasdair said: “What Inout allowed us to do was to get a good feel for what the space 

could be used for by using visual impressions. That allowed us to be more confident 

with going through with the conversion. 

“We have lived in our house from new for the last seven years. It is full of only our 

history so we did not want to leave that. What we have now is better than we 

imagined.” 
 

mailto:chris.brooks@in-out.uk.com
mailto:chris.brooks@in-out.uk.com
http://www.in-out.uk.com/

