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First fete at
school is a
big hit and
raises £200
SUMO-WRESTLJ..NG,singing,
and soaking teachers with
sponges were all features of a
Witham secondary school's first
summer fete.
New Rickstones Academy, in

Spinks Lane, Witham, was
without a Parent Teacher
Association (PTA) for more than
18months and as a result of this,
they were unable to hold events
like seasonal fayres.

However, with the help of the
head of design and technology,
Richie Forde, a group got
together and a PTA was formed.
Last Friday, with the support

of students, the school's first fete
raised more than £200to help
with future events.
Mr Forde, who is also the head

of social cohesion, has been
working hard to building a
strong PTA and to make sure the
workload is spread around.
He saic;l:"It WaS a case of

starting small and building it
from there. There was disquiet
about whether we should do it or
not, but we thought ifwe're
going to do it then we've got to
do it the best we can."

As well as hundreds of staff
and students from New
Rickstones, 300primary school
pupils visiting the school also
joined in with the fun.

"Wewere very lucky because
the sun gods were looking down
on us and there were really quite
a few kids," said Mr Forde.
"Not only that but students

had guitars out and were
singing. Itwas great."
Students and staff held stalls

such as the coconut shy and

crockery smash but the most
popular event was thesumo-
wrestling.
"It was my favourite event,"

said Mr Forde. "I was also
soaked in the stocks. The kids
thought that was great."
He added: "Wewere looking

for a fun way to end the year and
with a view to making this a
bigger and annual event for the
community

''And the wrestling will
defutitely be back next year!"

21 st & 22nd July
Tickets on
salE. now

1bhlISlolllllUlX.co,uJcllogdti8llvcil SOULFUL SINGERS: Tiegan Connell and Vicky Final, both 14, give it their all THE BOUNCE FACTOR: Anna Locke, 13, and James Cameron, 13, havinga lark
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