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SCHOOL CHALLENGE: Trenica King started at New Rickstones Academy three weeks ago

New head has
her sights set
on top results
She says £25m building is an inspiration
By Georgina Cotton
georglna.cotton@essexchronlcle.co.uk

ANEW head teacher hopes to lead
the way in taking her school to the
top of the tab1es.
Trenica King started work at

New Rickstones Academy; in
Spinks Lane, Witham, just three
weeks ago.
Having moved from the Ofsted-

classified "outstanding" Green-
sward School in Hockley, Miss
King says that she hopes to bring
many of those qualities to
Witham. ,

"Coming over here is a really
exciting challenge and it's not as
though Ihave come here knowing
nothing about the school."

Greensward School is a mem-
ber of the Academies Enterprise
Trust, which also includes New
Rickstones and Maltings
Academy in Witham.
"That network is so useful,"

said Miss King, a health and
social care teacher who hopes to
ensure Witham students start get-
ting top results.
"If you know what outstanding

looks like, you can aspire to
achieve that elsewhere;" she
said.
'And what a time to start work-

irig at a school."
The demolition of the old Rick-

stones Academy is almost com-
plete and now students are
settling into the new, high-tech
£25 million- building.

Excited
"Now we can use this building

to inspire children to do brilliant
things," she said. "I have already
noticed a difference in the way
they carry themselves - they take
pride in their appearance and
seem genuinely excited about
school. They have seen what was,
and they have seen what is."

In the short time she has
worked at New Rickstones, Miss
King has met many of the hun-
dreds of students and their par-
ents at extra-curricular activities
and parents' evenings held at the
school.
"We really do have a strength in

the performing arts," she said. "I
have been to music events and
dance performances - there's so
much that they do. Ijust have a lot
of names to learn over the sum-
mer!"
As well as improving links with

local primary schools, Miss King
is adamant she will continue to
build on the strengths of the
school to ensure New Rickstones
students can compete on a nation-
al scale.
She added: "We are on a path-

way to being the best we can be -
and there's a path in between, but
it's about picking up the pieces
along the way."
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