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Safety first
SATURDAY (Sept 22) was the first 
day of our exhibition of route options 
for a safe cycle and footpath along the 
Wenden Road. 

We would like to thank residents for 
attending the exhibition in such large 
numbers and for the thoughtful and 
enthusiastic responses we have so far 
received.  

Four options are being shown at the 
exhibition. Two options would retain 
two-way traffic along the Wenden 
Road, with a new cycle and foot path 
by the side of the road.  

The third option would involve 
making the Wenden Road one-way 
for motor traffic with the other lane 
reserved for cyclists and pedestrians. 
The fourth option would close Wenden 
Road entirely to motor traffic except 
for access.  

These last two options would be 
considerably cheaper than a new path, 
and each option involves a trade-off 
between cost, deliverability and the 
safety and convenience of the various 
road users. 

During the exhibition a number of 
people have asked us about the effect 
on buses and journey times of making 
Wenden Road one-way to motor traf-
fic.

If the one-way option is chosen we 
would expect that buses and indeed all 
motor traffic currently using Wenden 
Road would continue to be routed one-
way along Wenden Road, and then for 
the opposite journey along Sparrows 

End Hill (the Newport Road). 
Sparrows End Hill provides a quick 

and easy alternative to Wenden Road 
and the journey time between Saf-
fron Walden and Audley End station 
in either direction is just one minute 
longer. 

By contrast, congestion in Saffron 
Walden has a very big impact on jour-
ney times.  We, therefore, hope that 
a safe cycle and footpath along the 
Wenden Road would help to tackle 
traffic congestion in Saffron Walden 
by giving more viable alternatives to 
driving and therefore actually reduc-
ing overall journey times.

We would urge all local residents 
to visit the exhibition, which contin-
ues this Saturday September 29, from 
9am-5pm in Saffron Walden Town 
Hall, and let us know your views.

Jan Durkin, Access Walden

Spreading the message
I WAS deeply saddened to read your 
recent article concerning Sam Clarke, 
of Great Sampford, who died of men-
ingitis when he was just four.

Everyone at Meningitis UK was 
touched to read that his parents Steve 
and Rachel are spreading the message 
that meningitis can kill so quickly and 
warn parents to be vigilant.

On behalf of charity Meningitis UK, 
which represents thousands of families 
who have experienced the devastation, 
caused by meningitis and associated 
diseases, I would like to pass on our 
heartfelt sympathies to Sam’s family. 

Meningitis and septicaemia are 
notoriously difficult to diagnose and 
can kill in hours.

I lost my son Spencer to meningitis 
and meningococcal septicaemia some 
time ago and can well imagine the pain 
that all those who knew Sam suffer.

Meningitis UK is fighting back 
against all forms of meningitis-related 
disease. Because the diseases strike 
so quickly and can be difficult to 
detect, we fund preventative research 
to develop vaccines to protect future 
generations.

If any of your readers would like 
a free symptoms fridge magnet or 
further information, please call Men-
ingitis UK on 0117 947 6320 or visit 
meningitisUK.org

Steve Dayman
Founder, Meningitis UK

We support the track!
I’D LIKE to offer my support to the 
proposal to create an athletics track 
as part of the development of Catons 
Lane, Saffron Walden.

I have a eight-year-old son who 
prior to the Olympics was keen to do 
sprint running.  However the closest 
athletics clubs are Harlow, Ware and 
North Cambridge. Now he is even 
more fired up to emulate Usain Bolt 
and Johnny Peacock. 

Having a local track would allow 
parents like myself to develop keen and 
able children ultimately to the potential 
of Olympians, thus making the legacy 
of 2012 come true. In the meantime, 

I’m also keen to know if any of your 
readers provide (or could provide) track 
and field coaching to young children in 
existing local facilities.  

Nigel Wood
Arkesden Road, Clavering

Ambassador visit
LIBYA is still coping with the fall out 
from its spring revolution, and the 
recent murder of the American ambas-
sador has highlighted the continuing 
cause for concern.

In these circumstances we have 
a great opportunity on Wednesday 
October 3 when Ahmed Gebreel will 
speak at the Friends’ Meeting House 
at 12.45pm.

Mr Gebreel is first secretary and 
head of mission at the Libyan Embassy 
in London.

All are welcome. There will be a 
buffet lunch beforehand from 12noon 
if ordered in good time in advance 
from 01799 523010.

Richard Swindlehurst
Chairman, United Nations Association 

Saffron Walden Branch

THE great outdoors is bringing education to life for 
upper school students in Dunmow.
A garden area at the Helena Romanes School has 
been cleared and will be developed into an outside 
learning space for students.
The project was made possible by a £1,200 grant 
from the Stansted Airport Community Trust Fund, 
which will be used to create the ecological garden 
area and set up bee keeping facilities.
The school is appealing to members of the 
community to help with the development of the 
area to show support for the initiative.
Neal Wilcox, the school’s foundation learning 
manager, said: “Learning does not have to take 

place behind a desk or in a classroom. 
“By utilising these outdoor opportunities across the 
curriculum, we hope to make learning tangible and 
real. It could be a tessellation in maths, life cycles 
and habitats in science or soil and land usage in 
geography.”
Contact nwilcox@helena-romanes.essex.sch.uk 
if you’re able to volunteer to help set up the new 
garden.

 Pictured, Neal Wilcox (left) with Harley Palmer 
and Nicole Clark from Year 10 who have worked 
hard on the project and Marcella M’Rabety, 
corporate responsibility manager from the trust.
                                     Picture: Submitted

CHARITY walkers braved the rain on Friday 
to support St Clare Hospice and raised £10,000 
for the charity.

The fundraisers – with many taking part 
with painted faces and wearing fancy dress –
completed a five-mile route through the town, 
starting and finishing at Bishop’s Stortford 
Rugby Club.

Some 150 walkers took part in the second 
Starlight Walk and the money raised is enough 
to pay for the hospice’s in-patient unit for two 
days.

This year’s Starlight Walk was sponsored by 
Mullucks Wells estate agents who were out on 
the night with their own team. Before the walk-
ers set off there was a fun Zumba warm-up ses-
sion which everyone got involved in, including 
the hospice’s mascot, Clare the Bear.

It was great to see such a crowd despite the 
rain. A big thanks go to all our supporters and 
volunteers who made the evening such good 
fun.

Grace Clutton
St Clare Hospice 

Events fundraiser

Starlight Walk raises £10k

Most viewed stories
1. McDonald’s to open in Walden? 
2. Pensioner run over by sister 
3. Police appeal after cyclist breaks leg in 
collision 
4. Car salesman pleads guilty to benefit 
fraud  
5. Business leaders come together to 
launch Uttlesford’s draft economic devel-
opment strategy

     Tweet of the week
“My lovely husband drove all the way to Saf-
fron Walden so we could have dinner in the 
restaurant we had our first proper date in.”

@elenalucie
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