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Mercer and Hughes
Veterinary Surgeons

Saffron Walden
Devon Lodge,

14 Radwinter Road,
Saffron Walden

Essex, CB11 3JB
01799 522082 / 521406

Great Dunmow
Unit 5-6, Chelmsford Road

Ind. Estate, 
Great Dunmow

CM6 1HD
01371 872 836

Stansted Mountfitchet
80 Cambridge Road,

Stansted, 
Essex,

CM24 8DA
01279 813780

• FULLY EQUIPPED HOSPITAL
• FREE NURSE CLINICS • IN-HOUSE LABORATORY

• DIGITAL RADIOGRAPHIC FACILITIES
• ULTRASOUND • ENDOSCOPE

• LARGE ANIMAL AND EQUINE WORK
• NURSE ON SITE 24 HOURS

IN- HOUSE 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Late night surgery every Thursday until 8pm at Great Dunmow

www.mercerandhughes .co.uk
Find us on Facebook!

Are your pets going in kennels this Christmas?
Call us now to book in their annual health check and booster

At your service
RT HON

SIR ALAN HASELHURST MP
Available for interview by constituents

Friday 7th December 2012
Writtle Village Hall, 18 The Green

WRITTLE
5.15pm to 6.00pm.

Foakes House, Dunmow Town Council Office
GREAT DUNMOW

6.30pm to 7.15pm. (Please allow extra time for parking)

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
If you require any assistance please

telephone 01799 506349 and we will endeavour to help you

J and R Cars
EXECUTIVE CARS AT
COMPETITIVE RATES 

Friendly and reliable service.

Tel: 01279 870231
j.and.r.cars@btinternet.com

• Complete Glass and Glazing service. 
• High quality custom made 

secondary glazing.
• High quality UPVC 

Windors and doors.
• Supply only or certified 

FENSA installation.

Unit 10, Zone D, Chelmsford Road Industrial Estate,
Dunmow, Essex, CM6 1XG

Tel: 01371 874646 Fax: 01371 874545
Email: info@dunmowglass.com

Dunmow G L A S S

CHRISTMAS EVE
OPEN NORMAL HOURS
A LA CARTE MENU AVAILABLE

NEW YEAR’S EVE
3 COURSE MEAL

FREE CHAMPAGNE AT MIDNIGHT
LIVE DJ FROM 9.30PM

£59.95 PER PERSON
RESERVATIONS

NOW BEING TAKEN

Appeal for 
villagers to 
have a say
LITTLE Easton residents are being urged 
to attend an exhibition showcasing plans 
for 800 homes in Great Dunmow.

As reported in the Broadcast last week, 
London-based Land Securities wants to 
develop land to the west of the town and 
will be exhibiting its plans on December 
7 and 8. 

The houses, if approved, will form part 
of Uttlesford District Council’s Local 
Plan, which will see 1,150 homes built in 
the town over the next 15 years. 

However, Little Easton residents have 
expressed their concerns to the parish coun-
cil that Land Securities may have the village 
earmarked for future development.

Jackie Deane, Little Easton parish 
clerk, said: “Little Easton will already be 
increasing in size by 70 per cent when the 
Woodlands Park development extends 
into the village and all of the 800 proposed 
homes [in Land Security’s plan] would be 
in Little Easton.”

She said residents should go to the exhi-
bition to have their say “before it is too 
late”.

“Whether people support the new 
homes or not, it is really important to 
have your say at this stage, and if they 
can’t get to one of the sessions, they can 
e-mail their views,” she added.

The public exhibitions will be held at 
Dunmow St Mary’s Primary School on 
Friday from 6.30-9pm, and Saturday, 
from 10am-4pm.

For more information, call Land Secu-
rities’ community line on 0808 178 1318 
or e-mail info@westofgreatdunmow.com

A SUPERB year for Helena 
Romanes School has got even bet-
ter after Government inspectors 
graded the school as “good” for 
the first time in its history.

HRS has experienced its “best ever 
year” with its highest GCSE results, 
achieving academy status and now 
being upgraded from a ‘satisfactory’ 
school by Ofsted.

Headteacher Simon Knight was 
delighted with the results. “I have 
always felt this was a good school, but 
I am pleased Ofsted finally agree with 
us,” he said. 

“We have high quality staff and 
there has been a real focus on teach-
ing and learning. That has resulted in 
the continually improving results we 
have seen.

“We are, however, not just an exams 
factory. Every student is valued and 
we offer them a wide range of oppor-
tunities so when they leave here they 
not only have good results, they are 
well-rounded, happy young people, as 
Ofsted found.”

Inspectors visited the school for 
two days in November and made sev-
eral key statements, including:

 Students achieve well across a 
range of subjects;

 Students are well-rounded young 
people ready for the next steps in edu-
cation when they leave HRS;

 Behaviour is good around the 
school and in lessons. Students feel 
safe and are prepared to work hard to 
achieve results;

 The sixth form is good; 

Governors have a good oversight of 
the school and continue to push lead-
ers to do better still.

The school saw its best set of GCSE 
results in the summer with 67 per 
cent of students gaining five A* to C 
grades, including English and Maths. 

But Mr Knight and his team are on 
a journey to reach an ‘outstanding’ 
grading.

“I started here 25 years ago as a 
PE teacher and am immensely proud 
to have been the headteacher for nine 
years,” he added.

“My job has always been to make 
the school an integral part of the com-
munity and the school of choice for 
parents, and I believe these successes 

will help build on this.
“We are delighted with this result, 

but there is still work to be done to 
reach the ‘outstanding’ grade. That is 
our aim and we look forward to work-
ing with students, staff and parents to 
achieve this goal.”

The full Ofsted report is avail-
able on the school website, helena-
romanes.essex.sch.uk

Meanwhile, a trip to a theme 
park was not all about fun and frolics 
for a group of A-Level students.

Travel & Tourism pupils from HRS 
arranged a day at Thorpe Park as part 
of their studies. But the group of Year 
12 students had to organise the whole 
day, from tickets to meetings and 

transport, as well as a feasibility study 
and health and safety checks. At the 
park they also took part in a business 
convention.

Teacher John Fletcher said: “The 
event taught them how the park is run 
and gave them the opportunity to ask 
questions. They will take this infor-
mation back to school with them and 
use it in their coursework.

“This was a real-life business situa-
tion where the initiative was on them 
to organise everything. From insur-
ance to contingency plans, they han-
dled it all themselves.

“It’s a really useful experience for 
the students to encourage them to 
stand on their own two feet.”

Simon Knight and students celebrate the school’s upgrade to ‘good’ by Ofsted inspectors.  Picture: Submitted

Feel good factor


