
Echo Monday August 26, 201316 echo-news.co.uk

Local life

Looking for
volunteers
THE Castle Point
Association of Voluntary
Services (CAVS) has
extended out to Rayleigh
and Rochford. Due to the
success of the befriending
scheme in Castle Point,
CAVS are now looking for
volunteers in the distirct.
The scheme has helped
change the lives of many
residents within Castle
Point who have become
isolated and lonely by
pairing them with a
volunteer befriender to
provide companionship
and support. Call 01268
638416 for more.

Photos go
on show

First anniversary

HOCKLEY and Hawkwell
55+ Social Centre will play
host to the Sister-Belle
Tour photographic journey
next month.
Paul Taylor will play host
and narrate the evening
on September 13 at
centre on Southend Road.
Entry is £5 and includes
refreshments.

Discounts
for shows
ROCHFORD District
Council in partnership
with Virgin Active has put
together a programme of
affordable family theatre
shows running from
September to March at
The Mill Centre.
Shows include Don’t Let
the Pigeon Drive the Bus
and Beauty and the
Beast. All tickets are
priced at £3.50.
For information, call
01702 318191.
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Gardens on
display
TODAY’S Rayleigh Garden
Trail will feature 18 of the
town’s finest green
spaces.
For £5, residents can pick
up the trail guide at the
Rayleigh Parish Centre,
which includes a fold out
map, and gain access to
the gardens. Refreshments
are available at the
gardens, as are item for
sale.

A RAWRETH nursery is cele-
brating winning a national
award just five years after open-
ing.

The Day Nursery, in Church
Road, achieved the financial
award in the Action Coach
Business Coaching UK Business
Awards for growing its profit by
127% in five years.

The nursery was opened by the
Mitchell family after they strug-
gled to find a nursery for their

granddaughter Molly. The family
– including 89-year-old great-
grandmother Margaret – spent six
months turning the derelict St
Nicholas School building into a
bright and spacious environment
for small children.

Glenda Mitchell was deputy
head teacher of Whitmore Infant
School, in Basildon, when the
search began for a nursery for
Molly.

Mrs Mitchell, a teacher for 15
years, said: “The opportunity

came up to buy the old St Nicholas
School building which had sat
empty for two years. My husband
Ray and I always talked about
having a business together.

“We thought we would have a
B&B or a cafe; we never dreamed
we’d own a nursery, but it became
the obvious thing to do as the edu-
cation of children is what I have
been involved in most of my life
and it’s where my passion is.”

They opened with Molly as the
only child in the nursery.

Mrs Mitchell said: “Soon, the
village starting talking about us
and word got around that we were
here. Two nearby nurseries closed
down and we had 15 children join
us overnight. We now have 127
children and are growing and
expanding all the time.”

Mrs Mitchell said: “We are just a
local company which started from
nothing. To beat more than 200
other companies and have this
accolade is brilliant.”

 We did it – the team from the Day Nursery at the awards presentation where they picked up the financial award for growing profit
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National award for nursery

A RAYLEIGH friendship club has
celebrated its first anniversary
with a party to raise funds for
Havens Hospices.

Mojo Friendship club celebrated
the event with a get together at the
Travellers Joy pub in Rayleigh, and
managed to raise £600 for the local
charity.

The club was founded by Maureen
Gilson, known to friends and
family as ‘Mo’, who is a local Salsa
Dance Teacher. Over 25 members
now meet every Sunday morning at

pub. The party featured
entertainment from founder Mo,
and the Julie Noble School of
Performing Arts.

Maureen said: “I founded the club
because I needed to get my mojo
back. We now have over 25
members who meet every Sunday
and I wanted to celebrate our first
year in style, so I arranged a party
for them.

“From there it was easy to choose
the charity, as Havens Hospices
does such amazing work.”  Birthday bash – members of the Rayleigh Friendship Club


