
 

 

 

Eager A-level students arrived at The Helena Romanes School at 8am, keen to discover if they’d secured their 

first university choices. 

With 99 per cent of students from the school, in Parsonage Downs, Great Dunmow, gaining A* to E grades, 

the vast majority successfully made it in to their number one university. 

The university admissions body UCAS has said a record number of students have been accepted by UK 

universities. 

Head boy Max Turner, 18, of Rayne, is among those celebrating after getting confirmation of his place at 

Southampton University to study English. He achieved A grades in English and EPQ (extended project 

qualification) and C grades in law and psychology. 

He said: “I was awake at about 5am and refreshing the computer to find out whether I’d got my first choice. 

I’m ecstatic that I have; I feel like the pressure has been released. I can now breathe. 

“English has been really pushed here at HRS and I’ve thoroughly enjoyed it, which is why I want to carry on 

studying it.  I’ve really enjoyed life at HRS so I am sad to say goodbye. 

“I hope to go into the police force at a graduate level and work my way through the ranks.” 

Best friends Natasha Dawson and Holly Monk, both 18 and from Great Dunmow, are heading to Lincoln 

University together. 

Natasha, who achieved A grades in textiles, business and sociology and a C in art, said: “I’m so pleased and 

really relieved to have got my first choice of university. It was nice to know I had got my place before I came 

in to get my results as I already knew I was ok. 

“I’m looking forward to university life now as I study interior architecture and design.” 

A total of 70 per cent of students gained A* to C grades. 

Matt Fletcher, head of sixth form, said: “The majority of our students in the sixth form have applied to go to 

university and the signs are that all will have the opportunity to go to their first choice. That is our aim, to 

make that happen. 

“Our 99 per cent pass rate is consistently high and that’s ultimately what is getting our students into 

university. 

“For our many students like Max, who have worked so hard, they are getting the reward they deserve.” 
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Headteacher Simon Knight added: “I am very proud of the achievements of our A-level students. The grades 

and success reflect very positively on the sustained hard work of the pupils, the support provided by their 

parents and the commitment of the staff at the school.” 

 


