
 

 

 

When the Mitchell family struggled to find a suitable nursery for their grandchild, they simply set up their 

own. 

Now, five years after opening The Day Nursery, in Church Road, Rawreth, with just little Molly on its books, 

the family is celebrating winning a national award for its huge financial growth. 

Glenda Mitchell was deputy headteacher of Whitmore Infant School, in Basildon, when the search began for 

a nursery for her daughter Jenna Whitcomb’s little girl. Despite liking the ones they viewed, there was 

something not quite right with each. 

Mrs Mitchell, a teacher for 15 years, said: “The opportunity came up to buy the old St Nicholas School 

building which had sat empty for two years. My husband Ray and I always talked about having a business 

together. We thought we would have a B&B or a cafe; we never dreamed we’d own a nursery, but it became 

the obvious thing to do as the education of children is what I have been involved in most of my life and it’s 

where my passion is.” 

The family – including 89-year-old great-grandmother Margaret – spent six months turning the derelict 

building into a bright and spacious environment for small children. 

They opened with just one child on their books – Molly. 

Mrs Mitchell said: “Soon, the village starting talking about us and word got around that we were here. Two 

nearby nurseries closed down and we had 15 children join us overnight. We now have 127 children and are 

growing and expanding all the time.” 

The nursery has now achieved the financial award in the Action Coach Business Coaching UK Business 

Awards 2013 for growing its profit by 127% in five years. 

Mrs Mitchell said: “We are just a local company which started from nothing. To beat more than 200 other 

companies and have this accolade from people who have been in business for a long time is brilliant. Having 

a business coach, Lucas Vigilante, has ensured we have pushed forward on our journey. 

“However, the figures are not what do it for me, they don’t tick my box. I want to have a nursery which can 

give children the very best experience; that’s my priority, that’s my bottom line. We continue to plough 

money back into the nursery, improving it all the time. 

“One of the things parents love the most about us is we are based on an acre of land. There are not many 

places you can safely let your children get that far ahead of you – even in an empty park, you never know 

who is lurking or whether there is dog mess in their path. We do a risk assessment every day before we let 

our children outside so we know it is safe and clean for them. Children have the opportunity to grow fruit 
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and veg in our garden, too. We also have big rooms and are all on one level so no children have to be carried 

up and down stairs and all main entrances have biometric entry systems for extra security. 

“This building was built in 1873 for children and here we are in 2013 using it for the same purpose.” 

 


