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GCSE pupils reap the
rewards of
hard work
PUPILS in Harlow have been
celebrating another bumper set
of GCSE results, despite tougher
exams, higher grade boundaries
and stricter marking. Some
schools reported their best-ever
GCSE grades yet, with Burnt Mill
claiming top spot for the town’s
best GCSE results. BIANCA
CASTRO reports on how Harlow
schools performed.

BURNT MILL ACADEMY

Headteacher Helena Mills said she
was “over the moon” after the First
Avenue school improved its results
for the third year running.

Some 76 per cent of students
gained five A*-C grades including
English and maths - a four per cent
increase on last year - and 97 per
cent achieved five or more A*-C
grades.

“I know how hard our students
have work this year, coming in on
Saturdays and during their holi-
days to constantly improve their
chances of top results,” said Ms
Mills, who joined the school when
it had a pass rate of just 27 per cent.

“At Burnt Mill we are so lucky to
have such a committed staff and
such fabulous students. I am, once
again, over-the-moon with the
results.”

MARK HALL SCHOOL

With changes ahead for the First
Avene school as it prepares to take
on academy status, principal in
waiting Corrine Franceschi
expressed her delight at the stu-
dent’s GCSE results.

Although the school was unable
to supply percentages of pupils
who gained five A*-C grades includ-
ing English and maths and those
who gained five or more A*-C
grades by the time the Star went to
press, Ms Franceschi said: “There
have been some strong and impres-
sive individual results and, of
course, I am very pleased for these
students,” said Ms Franceschi.

“Every community needs a good
to outstanding local school and I
know from experience that schools
can be turned around. I am look-
ing forward to beginning the jour-
ney of transforming Mark Hall.”

PASSMORES ACADEMY

Headteacher Vic Goddard said the
achievements of students - 52 per
cent gained five A*-C grades
including English and maths and
75 per cent received five A*-C
grades - were the summit of a
“magnificent educational journey
at Passmores”.

The academy’s ‘gifted and tal-
ented’ group also achieved more
than 300 A and A* grades with
Adam Baker, Harry Tennison and
Jack Almond leading the pack with
11 A*s and As each.

“We ensure that students get
offered a wide range of subjects to
meet their ambitions but keep a
focus on the crucial subjects of
English and maths, so it is great
that our young people can really
follow their dreams rather than
what we think is important to
them,” said Mr Goddard.

“Every year is different so com-
paring year to year never works.
We strive to make sure that we get
the best possible results out of the
young people that we have.

“The staff and governors are so
proud of what our young people
achieved but most importantly we
are proud of who they have
become.

“Being able to give out the results
to our students knowing that they
have achieved the grades required
to take the next step in their lives is
amazing.”

ST MARK’S WEST ESSEX

The Tripton Road school was cel-
ebrating after 74 per cent of pupils
achieved five A*-C grades.

Students who did particularly
well included Vatsal Patel, who
gained 11 A* and A grades, Collette
Budd and Harrison Seymour who
both gained 10 A*/A grades and
Samuel Hufton, Samuel Wilson
and Teeya Shah who each achieved
nine A* and A grades.

Headteacher Elaine Heaphy said:
“I am delighted that the hard work
of our pupils and their teachers
has been rewarded with such a
good set of GCSE results.

“At St Mark’s we continually
strive to challenge all of our pupils.
We promote an academic Key
Stage 4 curriculum which enables
our pupils to go onto A-level and
post-16 studies.

“I look forward to welcoming this
year group of pupils back, along
with many new pupils, into our
sixth form.”

THE First Avenue school achieved
its best ever results with 58 per
cent of students achieving five
A*-C grades including English and
maths.

The highest achievers - Louise
Martin, Anastasia Smirnova,
Kimberley Ndungu, Aiden War-
wick, Hazel Owen, Victoria Whay,
Paul Burton, Aphra Boittier,
Patrick McGovern, Lewis Town-
send, Jasmine Hind, Ellie
Thomson and Sarah Warby -
gained 144 A* grades between
them.

Headteacher Rhonda Murthar
said: “We are all delighted with
the results which reflect exactly
what Ofsted saw when they came
in - a team effort on the part of the
pupils, staff and the families of
our pupils in working together to
make sure that our pupils achieve
the very best they are capable of.”

STEWARDS ACADEMY
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