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wedding news
www.essexchronicle.co.uk/ido

bride of the month
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Charlotte and Ricky
Clegg, both from
Chelmsford, were
married at Newland
Hall, Chelmsford

O nce you’ve set a date,
found a venue and
picked The Dress,

thoughts turn to the first trip you’ll
take as Mr and Mrs. Newly-wed
Kelly Clark (AKA Mrs Robertson)
always dreamed of a honeymoon
in the Maldives, but it didn’t turn
out that way...

We love holidays. Both being
self-employed, we’ve got in the
habit of taking little holidays
often. Long weekends away
either in the UK or abroad are
what keep us fresh and
motivated. Because our breaks
are short, we splash out on
beautiful locations and stunning
accommodation. As lovely as that
is, it meant picking a honeymoon
was a challenge as it had to go
one better than anything we’d
seen before.

My dream honeymoon
destination had always been the
Maldives. The once-in-a-lifetime
holiday which would out-do any
place we’d seen before. But,
marrying and honeymooning in
the first week of June meant that
wasn’t an option with it being
hurricane season. We did
consider delaying our
honeymoon until December and
having a minimoon after the
wedding to another destination
on our must-visit list, Rome.

That gave us another idea for a
really special honeymoon. We

have a desire to do a driving
holiday through France or Italy,
so we then began researching a
trip which would see us fly into
Rome, then hire a car and drive
to either Tuscany or along the
Amalfi coast. Yet more endless
research and although we looked
at about 30 hotels which were
lovely, none of them had that wow
factor we were looking for.

These dead-ends made us sit
and work out exactly what we
wanted from our honeymoon. We
loved the idea of the huts on stilts
in the Maldives and being made
a fuss of as honeymooners. We
also dreamt of the type of
accommodation where you look
out onto nothing but pretty cliff
sides and never-ending water, as
we’d seen during our Italian
research. So, we worked out the
country wasn’t so much the
priority, but the setting and the
accommodation.

When we stumbled upon Likya
Gardens Hotel, in Kalkan, Turkey,

we knew we’d found our dream
honeymoon. The small boutique
hotel, with just seven rooms, sits
on the shore-side cliffs with views
of the bay and out to sea. Each
room has its own, full-size
swimming pool and guests are
given a private cabana on stilts in
the cliffside. You even have the
services of a butler and
speedboat transfers to the town
during your stay. The Amalfi
coast had met the Maldives and
we had ourselves a honeymoon!

On arrival, a member of staff
said “welcome to paradise” and
she wasn’t exaggerating. My new
husband Mark and I were like a
pair of children in a sweet shop
when we were delivered to our

room, the Hurrem Sultan deluxe
suite. From our rainforest shower
with pebbles on the floor, to the
coffee maker and the smart TV
and our very own laptop, we had
every mod con we have grown to
love at home. Our double mini
bar was stocked high and we
came to realise the little dish of
Turkish Delight would be our daily
treat from the staff.

Our very own butler explained
he would be on call for our every
need, whether we were in our
suite or down at our cabana (with
its double bed, sun loungers,
mini bar and fan!). By simply
filling in a tick sheet and hanging
it on our door, he would deliver
our tailormade breakfast to our
room at the time stated by us and
lay it out for us on our balcony.
He would even return to clear
away our plates.

As if all of these features were
not wowing us enough, just a few
steps along our balcony and over
a short wooden bridge was our
private swimming pool; the type
of area you would expect if you’d
hired a villa for the week. With a
shaded seating area as well as

the most comfortable
sunloungers, we spent many a
happy hour lounging here,
enjoying looking down onto
nothing but the water and the
cliffs leading to the bay –
heavenly.

Although the hotel doesn’t have
its own restaurant, the butler can
serve up any meal you desire
from the neighbouring exclusive
beach club, either in your room,
on your balcony, around your
pool or at your cabana, the
choice is yours. One night, we
opted to have our own private
BBQ dinner (included in the price
of our honeymoon) which
involved our butler and a
colleague spending the entire
evening bringing dish after dish
of delicious food to our balcony
where us newly-weds enjoyed the
most romantic time spent alone
watching the sun set.

Venturing into Kalkan was a
delight, too. Either using the
hotel’s luxury – free –
chauffeur-driven car, the free
speedboat or our own feet to get
there, we enjoyed many evenings
wandering around the cobbled

streets of the marina, eating
endless incredible meals and
dipping in and out of the many
typical holiday shops, where
leather handbags, sunglasses
and jewellery were in great
supply.

Our honeymoon screamed
luxury, relaxation and quality time
to us. It’s a holiday like no other
with so many wonderfully special
touches which we will remember
forever. And, at half the price of a
trip to the Maldives, it didn’t even
add a huge dent to our budget.

Having always had an idea in
my head about where I would
honeymoon, I would advise
brides and grooms-to-be to stop
and think what they really want
from their honeymoon before
simply booking the latest trendy
country.

Turkey may not sound like the
most obvious honeymoon
destination, but it got our married
life off to the most special start.
 www.likyagardenshotel.com
Elixir Holidays (hotel owner,
based in London)
0207 722 2288
info@elixirholidays.com

A special start
to married life Pictures: Horizon Photography, and Unique Visuals

who provided stills and the wedding video.

When, where and how did you
meet?
We met in 2005. I was
volunteering at Hospital Radio
Chelmsford and Ricky joined the
request show I did every Tuesday
night. We went on our first date in
early 2006 and stayed together
whilst I was at University in Cardiff,
before buying our house together
in 2009 when I finished University.
When, where and how did the
proposal take place – and was it a
surprise?
Ricky proposed in August 2011. It
was a complete surprise to me. I
came home from work one day to
find a letter stuck to the front door
from Ricky. When I went inside, he
had placed a rose on each of the
stairs with a quote, picture or
memory that meant something to
us attached to each. When I got
upstairs he was waiting in our
bedroom in a suit and got down
on one knee. Once I got over the
excitement I called my family and
friends before we went for dinner
at the Blue Strawberry to celebrate.
Did you have a theme? What was
it and how did you choose it?
We didn’t have a theme really –
the colour scheme I chose was
bright pink, orange and yellow. I
wanted it to be very bright and
summery and the three colours
worked really well together.
What was your dress like?
My dress was ivory satin, fishtail
with one sparkly strap. It has some
sparkle and pearl detail on going
down one side, and the back
dipped low and had a lace up
back. I had a hair piece made to
match the detail in the dress, and
had a veil with small sequins on as
well.
Did you have any attendants/
bridesmaids? What did they wear?
I had three bridesmaids – my sister
Sarah as maid of honour, and my
two friends Laura and Vicky. They
wore bright pink strapless, knee
length chiffon dresses. They had
their hair curled and pinned up at
the side to complement my hair
which was curled and pinned to
one side.
Ricky’s best man was Chris, and his
ushers were my brother Ryan, his

brother Sam, and his friends Craig
and Craig. We also had a page boy
Eden who is the son of one of our
friends. They all wore dark grey
tails with pink cravats.
Tell us about the reception venue
and why you chose it…
We chose Newland Hall as it had a
great outside space. We got
married outside in the sun under
the gazebo, and then it had
gardens for receptions drinks too.
The marquee where we held the
meal and evening reception was
the nicest marquee we seen as it is
permanent and the plain
background worked well with the
colour scheme we chose. It also
had fantastic grounds to get some
amazing photos.
What was the food like?
We had bread crumb coated
camembert to start, followed by
lamb in red wine and apple
crumble. We had the cake made
by one of my friends mums who
took an idea I had and turned it
into reality- the cake had lollipops
and sweets stuck all round it and
looked fantastic.
Did you have any entertainment?
We had Timeless Acoustic who
played music throughout our
drinks reception and meal. We
then had a DJ in the evening who
was fantastic at getting the party
started. We danced all night long
until our car turned up at

midnight! Our friend Harry played
the music during the actual
ceremony.
What was the best part of your
wedding day?
The best part of the day was
walking down the aisle and seeing
Ricky standing in the gazebo
waiting for me.
Did you go on a honeymoon? And
if so where did you go and what
was it like?
We went to Jamaica two days after
the wedding. It was amazing and
the most luxurious holiday we have
ever been on. It was great to have
two weeks together after it all to
relax in the sun and look back on
how wonderful our wedding day
was.
Do you have any top tips for
brides-to-be?
You need to have plenty of to do
lists, especially in the last few
weeks before the wedding when
suddenly everything needs to be
finalised and paid for! Other than
that, enjoy the whole planning
experience. I had a fantastic time
with my bridesmaids and Mum
organising everything.
How do you feel about being our
bride of the month?
I was very excited to receive the
call while I was on holiday! Thanks
to all my friends who voted – and
especially Ricky who I think voted
the most out of everyone!

CChhaarrlloottttee iiss
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