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GREAT DUNMOW TOWN TEAM
PARKING 
VOUCHER 
SCHEME

Exchange your parking ticket stub at 
any participating shop and receive a refund of 

£1 when you spend £10 or more
stay for longer and enjoy the shops and coffee bars

Don’s to 
rescue of  
scrapped 
OAP trip
A coach company has come to the 
rescue of  a group of  pensioners after 
their Christmas trip to Blackpool 
was scuppered by an organiser who 
disappeared...without returning 
their money.

Don’s of  Dunmow, after being 
approached by the Broadcast, has 
offered to take about 30 people to 
visit Rochester Christmas Market 
next month, free of  charge.

Members of  the social club at 
Banks Court in Great Dunmow had 
each paid £109 for an excursion to 
Blackpool. But it was cancelled by 
the organiser a day before they were 
set to leave. They each received a 
refund – in the form of  a cheque – 
from the organiser, a former resident 
at the sheltered accommodation, but 
the cheque bounced. 

The pensioners were left devas-
tated, but thanks to Don’s and the 

Broadcast there will be some 
Christmas cheer.

Warren Bolden, from Don’s, said: 
“A lot of  people have been let down, 
so we want to put a smile back on 
their faces. They have had a lot of  
devastation with that [cancelled] 
trip. I just hope we can restore their 
faith in humanity.”

The group had been due to head to 
Blackpool on October 25. But they 
had been told a day before it was 
called off  because the coach had 
broken down.

Calls were made to the coach 
company and the hotel where they were 
supposed to be staying. Neither  could 
confirm if  there had been a booking.

The pensioners have not had any 

Emma Hardwick
emma.hardwick@archant.co.uk

 � Sandra Miller, Margaret Impey, Elsie Heath, Warren Bolden and Jamie Bishop. 
 Picture: MICHAEL BOYTON

contact with the organiser since. 
Margaret Impey, 72, had paid for 

her husband, who suffers from 
Parkinson’s, to go into respite care so 
she could take a break in Blackpool.

She said: “I could not believe it. I 
was looking forward to the trip 
because I am struggling at the 
moment. I have to have these respite 
breaks, time to be with my friends.”

Elsie Heath, 80, said: “I’m not 

worried about the money but it was 
the holiday I was looking forward to. 
When we found out it had been 
cancelled we had nothing to look 
forward to.”

She added: “After all this sadness 
we are finally all getting to go away 
together. I can’t wait to go.”

And her daughter, Sandra Miller, 
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Christmas tree 
festival at church
GREAT DUNMOW: A Charity 
Christmas Tree Festival is being 
held at the United Reformed 
Church, New Street, later this 
month. The event is on Friday 
and Saturday, December 13 and 
14 (10am to 4pm) and on Sunday, 
December 15 (12-3pm). 
Meanwhile, A Christmas Concert 
is being held at the URC on 
Saturday, December 14, at 
7.30pm. Crosswinds Brass 
Quintet play a wide selection of  
music, from baroque to modern 
popular music. However, on this 
occasion they are playing a 
variety of  Christmas-themed 
pieces. Tickets are £8, including 
refreshments. Call 01371 873057.

UTTLESFORD: Chief  executive of  
AgeUK Essex Andrew Gardner 
will not have far to go to speak at 
the AGM of  Uttlesford Over 
Sixties Association (UOSA)... he 
lives  in Uttlesford. Individuals 
with an interest in older people’s 
welfare are also invited to the 
meeting, which is being held at 
Friends Meeting House, on 
Saffron Walden High Street, next 
Wednesday (December 4), at 11am.

Age UK boss to speak 
at Over 60s group

ESSEX: Fancy yourself  as a 
volunteer in the countryside? 
The Essex National Trust 
Volunteers group is searching 
for outdoors enthusiasts to join 
its dedicated team of  active 
volunteers. The group meets 
regularly to carry out vital 
conservation tasks at National 
Trust properties around the 
county, which without their help 
might not be possible. For details 
or to get involved, contact Sue 
Britten on 01245 357 057, or visit 
the group’s Facebook page at 
facebook.com/
EssexNationalTrustVolunteers

Volunteers needed for 
conservation work

Plates and tyre taken 
from cars in town

Thieves steal ride-on 
lawn mower from barn

GREAT DUNMOW: Two incidents 
of  vehicle crime were reported 
to police in the last week. A 
spare type was stolen from a 
Range Rover, in Braintree Road, 
between 8-11pm on Saturday. 
And, in Rosemary Crescent, the 
front and rear index plates were 
taken from a car, overnight 
November 18-19.

Emma Hardwick 
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Residents who say speeding is 
commonplace in their village are 
fighting to get traffic calming meas-
ures put in place. 

Ford End villagers say they are fed 
up of  cars speeding through the 
village on the B1008, and are espe-
cially worried about the danger their 
children face when crossing the road 
to get to the primary school. 

On Saturday, a group of  residents 

launched a speed watch session. 
Within an hour, 15 drivers were 
caught going above the 30mph speed 
limit – with some racing through 
Ford End at 44mph.

Jo Lang, a mother of  two, said: “I 
am fed up with seeing people speeding 
past here. I have lived here for 10 years 
and the problem is getting worse.

“We did ask for a lollipop man to be 
employed but were told that it was too 
dangerous for one to be stationed here.

“I would like something to help 
people to cross the road because I am 
concerned for the children.”

The group has put together a list of  
accidents and fatalities that have 
taken place on this stretch of  road. 
This dates back to 2004 when a resi-
dent died after being knocked down 
by a car whilst crossing the road near 
the Church Lane junction.

Along with the community speed 
watch sessions – which sees those 
caught breaking the limits sent a 
letter from police warning them to 
slow down – hundreds of  people have 
signed a petition.  

Sandra Brown, of  Back Lane, would 
like to see traffic calming measures 

put in place within six months. 
“When the road was built it was 

nothing more than a dirt track for 
horses and carts. It was not designed 
for cars,” she said. 

“I know Essex has a budget for this 
sort of  thing [traffic measures] but 
we are not allowed to approach the 
committee who allocates this money. 

“That approach can only be done 
by our councillor, John Aldridge. 
Because of  that, we need as many 
people to contact him as possible to 
show that the whole village is behind 
this cause and make the ECC realise 

Call to put brakes on speeding    

 � Parents and 
pupils of Ford 
End Primary 
have called for 
traffic calming 
measures 
outside of their 
school.

A man has appeared in 
court charged with ID 
offences after he was 
arrested at Stansted Airport.
Hazis Nika, 25, was stopped 
by Border Force officers 
after he arrived at the 
airport on a flight from 
Krakow at 8.35am on 
November 20.
Nika, of  no fixed UK 
address, was charged by 
officers from the Home 
Office’s Criminal and 
Financial Investigations 
Team with possessing a false 
ID document and obtaining 
leave to remain in the UK by 
deception.
He appeared at Chelmsford 
Magistrates Court on 
November 21 and did not 
enter a plea. He was 
remanded in custody until 
December 10 when he will 
appear at Chelmsford Crown 
Court.

Crime

Councillors have approved 
the building of  a new 
community hub in 
Stansted.
At a meeting of  the 
Uttlesford District Council 
planning committee last 
week, members voted eight 
to three in favour of  the 
multi-purpose community 
centre on Chapel Hill. 
The existing library will be 
demolished and replaced 
with the one-storey modern 
building despite concerns 
over the design and lack of  
parking. 
The new facility will include 
a library, parish council 
offices, information centre, 
staff  parking, cycle parking 
and refuse and recycling 
facilities. 
Provision of  temporary 
library facilities will be 
made available during the 
building works.

Community

The region’s ambulance 
service is urging people to 
get flu jabs to protect 
themselves as the winter 
draws in.
John Martin, interim 
director of  Clinical Quality 
at East of  England 
Ambulance Service NHS 
Trust, said: “Flu can lead to 
chest infections, severe 
complications and even 
death.
“It’s very important that 
those who suffer from 
conditions such as asthma 
and diabetes, the elderly, and 
pregnant women, receive the 
flu jab to protect 
themselves.”
Flu advice is part of  EEAST’s 
‘Wise Up For Winter’ 
campaign which raises 
awareness on what people 
can do to stay healthy over 
winter. Find out more by 
visiting eastamb.nhs.uk.

Health

As tattoos continue to rise 
in popularity, Uttlesford 
District Council is urging 
people to check if  their 
tattooist is fully registered 
before getting inked.
There is a marked increase 
in number of  unregistered 
tattooists who often 
operate in residential 
properties, garden sheds 
and pubs or advertising 
home visits on the internet.  
Unregistered tattooists 
pose a real danger to public 
safety, with users putting 
themselves at risk of  
contracting infections such 
as hepatitis and HIV, 
according to UDC.
If  people have any con-
cerns they should report 
their concerns to 
Environmental Health on 
01799 510482 or email 
environmentalhealth@
uttlesford.gov.uk.

Tattooists

LITTLE DUNMOW: Thieves stole a 
ride-on lawn mower, valued at 
£1,200, from a barn in Little 
Dunmow. A vehicle was also 
driven across nearby fields 
causing £100 damage to crops.



Follow us on Twitter
@dunmowbroadcast

3Dunmow Broadcast

NEWS
Thursday, November 28, 2013

  drivers 

 � Gwenda Goodall and Sandra Brown 
conduct a traffic survey on the B1008 
outside of the primary school and, 
right and below, villagers have said 
speeding is commonplace through the 
village.  Pictures: MICHAEL BOYTON

how urgent it is.”
The Broadcast understands the 

school is supportive of  the parents’ 
calls for action.

 And county councillor for the 
area, Cllr Aldridge, said there is an 
“inherent danger” on that road and 
revealed that Essex Highways is look-
ing into what can be done.

He added: “Due to the nature of  the 
hills, the bends and the proximity of  
the school and the playing fields, 
there does need to be some way we 
can legally enforce some measures to 
curb motorists’ speed.” 

Residents have until 
Monday, December 9 to have 
their say on bus services 
provided by Essex County 
Council and join the 1,700 
people who have already 
contributed their views.
ECC is looking to make 
savings on the £7.9million it 
spends on the 200 bus 
services which generally 
run in the evenings, on 
Sundays or in rural loca-
tions. The consultation – 
which can be found at essex.
gov.uk/busreview, through 
libraries or by calling 0845 
603 7631 – enables residents 
to have their say on the 
types of  bus services the 
council supports. 
Individual services aren’t 
being reviewed at this stage 
and consultation responses 
will inform which types will 
receive financial support in 
the future.

Buses

Uttlesford District Council 
will offer its staff  ‘Safer 
Driving at Work’ seminars 
as part of  a national 
campaign.
The Royal Society for the 
Prevention of  Accidents 
indicates that around 150 
people are seriously 
injured, some fatally, 
every week in the UK, in 
crashes involving someone 
who is driving, riding or 
otherwise using the road 
for work purposes.
The council initiative is 
part of  the Tune in to 
Road Safety campaign, 
and aimed at improving 
staff  safety and awareness 
on the road. The seminars 
are designed to get staff  
thinking about their 
driving habits, hazard 
perception stopping 
distances and the dangers 
of  marginal speeding.

Roads

Mike Hibbs, the Liberal 
Democrats’ parliamentary 
candidate, has called on 
the town’s MP to use his 
influence to make 
Uttlesford’s Conservative 
cabinet think again on 
their housing proposals. 
Last Wednesday 
Uttlesford’s planning 
committee rejected plans 
to build 800 houses 
between Elsenham and 
Henham. 
Sir Alan Haselhurst MP 
said what mattered was 
how new houses could be 
built “in a way that 
doesn’t wreck the whole 
character of  the area”. 
Mr Hibbs said: “Building 
huge new housing estates 
with no plan for how to 
provide the necessary 
infrastructure or integrate 
them into the community 
will destroy Uttlesford.”

Planning

CATERPILLAR KIDS
Specialising in Ralph Lauren Boys Clothing 
polos and shirts from 9 months to 18 years.

Babieswear and 
Girls Clothing up to 12 years.

All at reasonable prices

Opening Times
Mon/Tues 10am to 4pm

Closed Wed
Thurs/Fri/Sat 
10am to 4pm

Tel 01371 859978
48 High Street

Dunmow

•  We sell store 
branded 
pyjamas

•  Childrens tights
• Socks
• Baby blankets
• Baby gift sets


