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THE search is on to find the old-
est former pupil as the 140-year
anniversary of a school build-
ing is celebrated.

St Nicholas School’s site in
Church Road, Rawreth, was closed
in 2006 and re-launched five years
ago as the Day Nursery.

Photographs showing the build-
ing’s rich history are displayed in
every room, but the family owners
are keen to find out more about
the landmark and those who were
educated there.

Glenda Mitchell, who helps run

the nursery, said: “When we
moved in and removed the boards
from the windows, one of the
locals said it was as if the eyes of
the building had been reopened.

“Our parents comment on the
fact they came to St Nicholas, or
their relatives did. Everyone has
memories of this building.

“How wonderful would it be to
have a former St Nicholas School
pupil in their nineties coming
back for a look around.”

The Day Nursery can be con-
tacted on 01268 769522.

POTASH Garden
Centre, Hawkwell, will

hold the second weekend
of its Christmas festival this
Saturday and Sunday.
The centre, in Main Road,
will host a Santa’s grotto,
live music and gift stalls
selling a variety of festive
items among other
Christmas activities for all
the family.
The event will run from
10am to 4pm on Saturday,
and from 2pm to 4pm on
Sunday.

MAX the dragon,
Rochford District

Council’s mascot, was on
hand at the Rayleigh
Christmas light switch-on
recently to hand out advice
on recycling after the district
was named the number one
recycling authority in the
country.
Residents were reminded
they could re-use wrapping
paper, should monitor the
amount of food bought and
should recycle old textiles
and electrical goods.

Search for oldest pupil



AMOS Estate agents, in
Rayleigh, has promised

it will make a donation to
the Salvation Army
Christmas Appeal, if it
receives enough Christmas
cards this year.
The High Street business’s
staff have declared they will
donate £100 to the charity,
if they receive 250 or more
cards.
Residents can post their
Christmas cards to Amos
Estates, 144 High Street,
Rayleigh, SS6 7BU.





YEAR 2 pupils at
Edward Francis

Primary School, in Uplands
Park Road, Rayleigh, visited
Rayleigh Library to entertain
an audience with a selection
of Christmas songs.
The choir performed
accompanied songs.
Headteacher Gary Soars
said: “The children have
been practising hard this
term to learn all the songs
by heart, which is
impressive as they are only
six and seven years old.”

 HULLBRIDGE Coffee
Tots is holding its

Christmas party tomorrow.
The event, at St Thomas
Church Hall, in Thorpedene
Avenue, will feature face
painting, a visit and gifts
from Santa and home-made
cakes and treats for sale.
Organisers ask for a £3
donation per family.
People are asked to bring a
savoury snack with them for
the buffet.
The day runs from 12.45pm
to 2.45pm.



 Pupils at the
Day Nursery,
in Church
Road,
Rawreth, have
been thanked
for their food
donations sent
to the
Salvation
Army’s
Gateway
Project.
Nathan Everett
is pictured

A SECRET Santa from
Southend is vying to beat
Simon Cowell’s X Factor sin-
gle to the Christmas number
one.

Santa, whose identity
remains a secret, will fight it
out for the chart top spot with a
festive take on Carl Douglas’s
Kung Fu Fighting, renamed
Christmas Shopping.

The mystery Mr Claus is said
to be a member of one of the
biggest bands of the Seventies,
with sales of more than 30 mil-
lion records worldwide and a
UK number one – but he will
not reveal who he is until
Christmas morning.

Bookmakers William Hill
had offered odds as low as 8/1
towards the end of November,
placing Santa alongside the
likes of Susan Boyle, Lily Allen
and AC/DC.

He was placed at 10-1 odds
straight away on Corals web-
site, and although William Hill
has pegged his odds back to

100-1, the bookmakers remain
hopeful about the mystery
artist’s chance of Christmas
success.

Coral’s Nicola McGeady said:
“Santa’s version of Kung Fu
Fighting has attracted a fresh
wave of support. He has
stormed into the betting at 10-
1, but if the money continues to

pour in, we expect Santa’s odds
to tumble.”

The last time a campaign
was started to rival the X
Factor –with Rage Against The
Machine in 2009 – it succeeded,
so if Santa is backed by the
public he could be in with a
chance of success this
Christmas.

Claus is out for
Christmas No 1

Mystery performer challenging the X Factor
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 Music maestro – Santa with his helpers


