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Campaigners lose latest 
battle against expansion 
Campaigners have lost the latest 
legal battle against possible 
expansion at Stansted Airport.

A High Court judge rejected 
their accusation that the key 
criteria being applied to decide 
on potential options for new 
runway sites in England were 
“infected by apparent bias”.

The Stop Stansted Expansion 
group had asked Mrs Justice 
Patterson, at the court in 
London,  to  order the 
Government-appointed Airports 
Commission, which was set up 
last year to address the issue of  
aviation expansion in the UK, to 
delay the publication of  any 
options short-list until the crite-
ria have been looked at again 
and consulted on.

SSE said there was apparent 
bias because of  the conduct of  
Geoff  Muirhead, a recently 
resigned member of  the 
commission.

Aviation expert Mr Muirhead 
is a former chief  executive of  
Manchester Airports Group 
(MAG), the owner of  Stansted 
since February. 

In September, he stepped 
down as one of  the five commis-
sioners appointed by the 
Commission after SSE warned 
Transport Secretary Patrick 
McLoughlin they would take 
legal action if  he stayed.

SSE said he retired as MAG’s 
chief  executive after 22 years 
with the group but was then 
immediately reappointed as “a 
highly paid ambassador to 
MAG, a role he continued to 
fulfil even after he was 
appointed to the Airports 
Commission”.

The court heard that MAG 
submitted proposals to the 
commission for a two-runway 
option at Stansted, and a four-
runway hub airport option 
which would make Stansted the 
largest airport in the world.

The judge ruled that both Mr 
Muirhead and the commission 
might have acted in a way that 
was not “the most wise” and 
their conduct could have been 
regarded by a fair-minded 
observer as “less than ideal”. 

But the apparent bias accusa-
tion was not supported by the 
evidence.

In a statement following the 
ruling, SSE said it had achieved 
its principal objective in remov-
ing Mr Muirhead from the 
Commission, and wished to take 
time to reflect on the lengthy 
judgment before deciding 
whether to appeal the decision.

The judge ordered the group 
to pay the commission’s legal 
costs of  defending the proceed-
ings, to be limited to £10,000.
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Most performers can only dream of  
being on the Royal Albert Hall stage. 
But singers from schools in Great 
Dunmow can tick it off  their to-do 
list. 

Pupils from the Helena Romanes 
School, along with youngsters from 
Flitch Green Academy and Great 
Dunmow Primary School, took part 
in the School Prom, which saw 3,000 
of  the UK’s best musicians perform 
on the big stage over three concerts.

Themed on celebration, the 
students performed a composition by 
British composer Karl Jenkins, 
Rondo Latino, at the Essex date.

Music teacher Pani Charalambous 
said: “It was spectacular, such an 
amazing experience for our children. 
So many parents came along, too, and 
the smiles on their faces were huge.

“This was a great musical experi-
ence for them. Nobody could hide up 
on that stage and the students have 

said how much it has improved their 
confidence. The buzz of  the Royal 
Albert Hall was amazing.

“Even the trip to London was an 
education for some who had never 
been.”

The students took part in work-
shops in the lead-up to the big day.

Spectacular Royal Albert Hall 
show for lucky schoolchildren

Dance pupils were put through 
their paces by an examiner... and 
managed to achieve a 100 per cent 
pass rate. 

Students from the Dunmow 
Theatre Dance School took exams 
with the Associated Board of  
Dance, in modern and ballet. They 
had to perform in groups of  four 
and some pupils were just one or 
two marks off  being perfect. 

Teacher Sue Bibb said: “I am 
extremely pleased with the 
results and very proud of  all the 
pupils who worked so hard 

Top marks 
for dancers

towards the exams.”
The new term starts on 

Wednesday, January 8. For infor-

mation, call Sue on 07969 340021 or 
e-mail dunmowtheatredance-
school@yahoo.co.uk 

 � Top, senior students after their gruelling Associate Ballet exam.
 � The youngest pupils getting ready for their first exam in Preparatory Modern.

Their conduct could 
have been regarded by a 
fair-minded observer as 
“less than ideal” 
                  Mrs Justice Patterson


