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2014 promises to be another good year
AS we approach the end

of 2013, Harlow
Council has made real
progress this year to
improve the town and
2014 promises to be
another good year.

Harlow is a great place to
live, to work and to visit
and in 2014 the council will
continue to do all it can to
improve it and ensure the
town gets the investment it
needs.

Next year work will start
on restoring and improving
our beloved Town Park -
including revamping Pets’
Corner - as part of our £2.8m
programme. The brand new
University Technical College
– Sir Charles Kao UTC - will
take its first students in
September which will really
help to improve the
aspirations of our young
people.

This year more than 1,500
home improvements funded
by rents have been made to

council homes. Our
modernisation programme
will continue next year with
even more improvements
being made to change our
tenants’ lives.

We are also hopeful that our
building programme to
provide the first new council
homes for rent for almost 25
years will get under way in
the summer.

The Enterprise Zone at
London Road and
Templefields North East is

also making progress and
announcements should be
made in the new year
about the investment the
private sector is making in
it and about road
improvements to support
it.

These road
improvements will not
just improve access to the
Enterprise Zone sites but
tackle traffic congestion
issues for everyone in the
town.

Once again due to further
reductions in Government
funding we have some
difficult choices to make
about services. The council
will do all it can to protect
frontline services despite the
financial challenges it faces.

I will keep you up to date
on these decisions and our
plans for the future in this
column.

Meanwhile, I wish all Star
readers a very happy New
Year.

COUNCIL MATTERS

By Cllr Mark Wilkinson
Leader, Harlow Council

School among
best in region
A SCHOOL in Harlow is one of just
three bucking the ‘weak’ leader-
ship trend in the east of England,
according to Ofsted’s annual
report.

Burnt Mill Academy, in First
Avenue, was praised by the school
inspection body for its “excellent
leadership” which “drives impro-
vements” alongside an academy in
Norfolk and a primary school near
King’s Lynn.

The report said: “The headteach-
er of Burnt Mill Academy provides
exceptionally strong and effective
leadership, which is driving the
significant improvements seen in
the academy.

“All staff are dedicated to its fur-
ther improvement and continued
success.”

Leadership in schools in the east
of England is the weakest of all UK
regions but varies hugely through-
out the area, according to Ofsted.

Headteacher Helena Mills, who
took over the school in 2009, has
succeeded in raising the acade-
my’s Ofsted rating from satisfac-
tory to outstanding during this
period.

She said: “It is a great honour to
be named by the HMCI for schools
and to receive acknowledgement
for everything my team and I have
done in the last four years to
ensure that Burnt Mill has only
outstanding teachers in front of
our children.

“However, as people close to me
know, I don’t run a school to please
Ofsted. I do what I do to ensure
our students can achieve amazing
things.

“We are delighted we received an
outstanding under a tough new
Ofsted framework, but we are not
complacent and have now started
the next stage of our journey from
outstanding to world class.

“I am very lucky to lead such a
fantastic school with such ambi-
tious students, parents and staff.”

BianCa Castro
bianca.castro@hertsessexnews.co.uk

HUNDREDS of residents
came together to sing
Christmas carols in the
Harvey Centre.

People from schools,
charities, churches, Harlow
Council and the town’s
businesses took part in the
Heart 4 Harlow singalong
and performed a variety of
popular songs.

The evening kicked off
with Henry Moore School’s
60-strong choir conducted
by headteacher Mary Guy-
Evans.

The Heart 4 Harlow band
and area dean Martin
Harris led the crowd in

singing carols.
Town chaplain for Heart 4

Harlow Robert Findlay said:
“The choir of children from
Henry Moore School
inspired the crowd and our
Harlow MP Robert Halfon
was there too.

“We sang carols to
celebrate the Christmas
story, and there were so
many people there. It was a
wonderful evening.”

Harlow Council chair
Linda Pailing added: “It
was a wonderful and
joyous occasion, a real
community gathering to be
proud of.”

Carol singers serenade
town centre shoppers


