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Don’s did 
us proud!

Christmas cheer was in abundance  
when pensioners finally got the festive 
trip they had been denied.

A group of  over 60s, most of  them 
members of  a social club at Banks 
Court, visited Rochester on December 
14. It came after they had forked out £109 
for a weekend trip to Blackpool in 
October, only to be left disappointed 
when the event was cancelled and they 
lost their money.

The Broadcast approached Don’s of  
Dunmow following the incident and the 
coach company was happy to treat the 
group to a free coach trip to the Kent 
town. They were delighted.

Jean Williams, 72, said: “We just want 
to say a big ‘thank you’ to Don’s for 
taking us on the free trip and to the 
Broadcast for publishing our story. 

“We visited the cathedral and looked 
round the shops. It was a wonderful day.”

Derek Gypps added: “It was brilliant 
– Don’s did us proud. They decorated the 

coach, laid on drinks, mince pies and 
sausage rolls, and entertained us on the 
way there and back. They even held a 
raffle and sourced all the prizes.

“Rochester is a lovely little place and 
there was plenty to do.”

Warren Bolden, from the coach 
company, was pleased that “smiles had 
been put back on their faces”. He told 
the Broadcast: “We sang Christmas 
songs on the bus, it was brilliant. When 
we were coming home they all said how 
fantastic it was and thanked us.”

The coach company is now looking to 
put on a trip to Blackpool next year for 
the pensioners. 
� A spokesman for Essex Police 
confirmed investigations are ongoing 
into an allegation of  fraud against the 
organiser of  the Blackpool trip.

Emma Hardwick
emma.hardwick@archant.co.uk
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� Teacher Neal Wilcox needed to 
conquer one of his greatest fears 

after taking the plunge in a skydive to 
raise money for charity. Turn to pages 2-3
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a IN BRIEF

There are 164 people in 
Essex waiting for a trans-
plant this Christmas, while 
55 residents have died in 
the last five years due to 
the shortage of  organs.
NHS Blood and Transplant 
(NHSBT) is highlighting the 
figures as it asks people to 
talk to their families over 
the festive period about 
their decision to be an 
organ donor. The organisa-
tion has also released the 
results of  a survey showing 
that only one in 20 people 
spending time with family 
at Christmas will be 
discussing organ donation. 
NHSBT is asking people to 
tell their families this 
Christmas that they want 
to donate their organs,  
and to record their decision 
by joining the Organ Donor 
Register. For information, 
visit organdonation.nhs.uk

HEALTH CRIME

A reward of  £1,000 is being 
offered for information 
following the theft of  
jewellery from a property 
in Little Easton. 
Sentimental pieces, includ-
ing a marquise-shaped 
diamond cluster ring 
dating back to about the 
year 1900, were taken  
from the property in Duck 
Lane, on November 13 
between 10.45am and 
12.35pm. 
The reward is available 
from the independent 
charity Crimestoppers  
for information leading  
to the arrest and charge of  
the individuals responsible 
for the theft.
To contact Crimestoppers 
call 0800 555 111. 
Information can be given 
online at crimestoppers-uk.
org but this will not be 
eligible for the reward.

The Saffron Walden 
constituency should be 
“proud” after the latest 
unemployment figures 
confirmed a continuing 
trend.
There were 718 claimants 
in the constituency in 
November. 
This was 328 lower than 
November last year and 38 
fewer than last month – 
meaning a new record low 
unemployment rate of  1.4 
per cent.
Sir Alan Haselhurst MP 
said: “As with any eco-
nomic news, we have to be 
cautious about the data but 
it is another step in the 
right direction. 
“While there may be some 
way to go in the economic 
recovery, this is extremely 
encouraging news and 
something we should be 
proud of.”

EMPLOYMENT

The countdown to 
Christmas is well and truly 
under way and residents 
are being encouraged to 
keep reducing, reusing and 
recycling over the festive 
period. 
There are lots of  Christmas 
items that can be recycled 
in kerbside collections, 
including sweet tins, 
mincemeat jars, wrapping 
paper, Christmas crackers 
and other packaging.
Essex County Councillor 
Roger Walters, cabinet 
member for Waste and 
Recycling, said: “I’m urging 
all residents to make it a 
green Christmas by recy-
cling and reusing as much 
as they can. Last year we 
spent £19.56m on landfill 
tax, so we all need to try 
and reduce the amount of  
rubbish we produce and 
recycle as much as we can.”

RECYCLING

DUNMOW: Hundreds of  
twinkly lights will shine out 
brightly in memory of  some-
one special this yuletide after 
special Christmas trees were 
lit during nine Light Up A Life 
services organised by St Clare 
Hospice.
Relatives and friends came 
together to celebrate the lives of  
those they have lost at the 
ceremonies held across the 
hospice’s catchment area during 
December, including at the 
United Reformed Church in 
Dunmow.

THAXTED: Two people needed 
medical treatment when a car 
ended up on its roof  after 
skidding on black ice on Friday.
The vehicle was travelling on 
Walden Road and emergency 
crews were called to scene just 
before 7.30am. A man and a 
woman were given first aid by 
firefighters. It was one of  a 
number of  accidents on the 
roads on that morning. 
Ashdon Road, Saffron Walden, 
was partially blocked in both 
directions, near Elizabeth Way, 
following a single vehicle crash.
And the B1039, between 
Wendens Ambo and Chrishall, 
near Little Bury Green Road, 
was blocked after a multi-vehicle 
incident.

TAKELEY: Uttlesford Ramblers 
will be hosting a five-mile walk 
around the Takeley area on 
Wednesday, January 22. It starts 
at 10am. For full details call 
01245 231989.

Lighting up services 
for lost loved ones

Two injured after car 
overturns on black ice 

School set to stage 
popular musical 

Town museum will 
be closed on Mondays

Ramblers hosting a 
walk  in the New Year

 � Neal Wilcox 
during after 
skydive and, 
inset, in his role 
as teacher at 
HRS.  
Pictures: 
SUBMITTED

DUNMOW: The Helena Romanes 
School will be presenting its 
production of  Grease the 
Musical in the New Year. The 
production runs on January 8, 
9 and 10, at 7pm.
Tickets are £6.50 adults and £5 
concessions. Contact the school 
by calling 01371 872560 or visit 
helena-romanes.essex.sch.uk

UTTLESFORD: Saffron Walden 
Museum will be closed to the 
public on Mondays, except 
bank holidays, from January 6, 
2014. 
The museum’s remaining 
weekday and weekend opening 
hours will continue unchanged. 
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AMBULANCE

Almost 80 people have 
been charged with 
drink-driving related 
offences as part of  Essex 
Police’s Christmas 
campaign.
The force has stepped up 
drink-drive awareness and 
enforcement in December 
and in the first 20 days of  
the month officers had 
carried out 2,536 breath 
tests with 79 people being 
charged.
Essex Police have appealed 
to people to continue to 
help them keep the 
county’s roads safe by 
giving them information 
about motorists who they 
believe to be drunk behind 
the wheel. Contact police 
by dialling 999 or 101 for 
those suspected of  being 
regular drink-drivers but 
who have not yet taken to 
the roads.

ROADS

Essex County Council will 
receive £114million of  
schools funding from the 
Department for Education, 
it was announced last week.
The authority will receive 
over £3m as part of  the 
universal infant free school 
meals capital fund – and will 
spend the cash on upgrad-
ing school kitchens to meet 
the potential increase in 
uptake – and £14.8m for 
early learning for two-year-
olds from lower income 
families. 
And it will receive more 
than £96m through 2014-
2017 – the second highest 
funding allocation granted 
– to be spent on increasing 
school places. 
The money will be used to 
expand existing maintained 
schools, free schools or 
academies and establishing 
new schools.

EDUCATION

It is known as the season 
to be jolly, but the public 
are being urged to take 
care during to avoid the 
festivities ending with a 
trip to hospital. The East 
of  England Ambulance 
Service NHS Trust is 
reminding party-goers to 
look after themselves and 
their friends and is 
particularly asking them 
to think about alcohol 
intake and the avoidable 
consequences of   
overdoing it. 
Director of  Clinical 
Quality, John Martin, 
said: “The fewer ambu-
lances taken up by people 
who have drunk too 
much, the more ambu-
lances that will be 
available to attend 
life-threatening emergen-
cies such as cardiac 
arrests.”

Emma Hardwick 
emma.hardwick@archant.co.uk

Falling from a plane from 
15,000ft may seem like many 
people’s idea of  a thrill-ride, 
but for Neal Wilcox it would be 
up there with his worst 
nightmare. 

Yet the 34-year-old decided to 
face his fears – albeit towards 
the ground – to raise money 
and awareness for people who 
suffer from mental health 
issues. 

Neal, a teacher at the Helena 
Romanes School, took part in a 
skydive to raise money for 
Mind, the UK’s leading mental 
health charity, and also get 
students asking more questions 
about the illness. 

He said: “Mind do some 
excellent work, both promoting 
knowledge of  a much stigma-
tised illness, but also at the coal 
face with counsellors helping 
people with a range of  mental 
illnesses.

“Such illnesses can be debili-
tating on a daily basis and can, 
ultimately, be fatal. It affects 
people’s ability to work and 
their relationships with others.

“People do not understand 
mental health illnesses and so 
easily stigmatise those 
struggling.”

Even watching certain things 
on television can trigger Neal’s 
fear of  heights. 

But the geography teacher 
wanted to show how people 

with mental illnesses are 
constantly battling with their 
own fears. 

He took part in the skydive, 
in Ely, earlier this month.

“I am not keen on heights at 
all, but my motivation was 
based on the fact people with 
mental health issues have to 
push themselves every single 
day,” added Neal, who is a clay 
pigeon shooter and coach in his 
spare time. 

“Just getting up in the morn-
ing or talking about their prob-
lems is their metaphorical 

skydives. 
“I am always telling my 

students they need to push 
themselves rather than doing 
just what is expected of  them. 
That’s when I realised I had to 
push myself  out of  my comfort 
zone to practise what I 
preached.”

 � Neal is hoping to carry on 
raising money for the cause. To 
make a donation to his 
fund-raising page, text HRSN 
66 amount to 70070 or visit 
justgiving.com/nealwilcox

Teacher is on a high 
after conquering fear

 � Neal Wilcox after completing  his skydive.

OAK AND PAINTED FURNITURE

1,000s of square 
feet of furniture  

on display

ALL AT  
ROCK BOTTOM 
PRICES!

The Wooden Furniture Company
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Unit 2, Ford Farm, Braintree Road, Dunmow CM6 1HU
www.woodenfurnituredunmow.co.uk  T. 01371 872292

Visit our large Dunmow  
showroom/warehouse 

SALE STARTING

FRIDAY 27TH DECEMBER


