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Birchanger

Services

An early season five
day coach break
offering exceptional
value for money
staying at our
Inversnaid Hotel.
There will be an
excursion everyday
including Callander,
the Trossachs,
Stirling and Glasgow
including entrance
into to Kelvingrove
Art Museum.

Holidays are fully bonded.

School Road, Gartocharn,

G83 8RW

winter warmer tour includes:

4Nights Half Board

Nightly
entertainment

Excursions

www.lochs.com 01389 713713

wednesday 19th february

Inversnaid Hotel Loch Lomond National Park

5 day coach break
to scotland - £149

AN after-school club has been saved
from closure after Burnt Mill Aca-
demy stepped in to offer them a home
free of charge.

Chillout Kids Club, which was set up
12 years ago by Tracey Watkins, pro-
vides childcare services until 6pm each
weekday.

When the club’s previous arrange-
ment came to an end in October, the
search began to find a new venue for
the group which caters for 4-14 year-
olds.

An appeal by Harlow MP Robert
Halfon for schools in the town to con-
sider offering the club an alternative
venue drew a positive response the
First Avenue academy.

The club has now relaunched and is
able to use the academy’s extensive
facilities like the common room, IT
suite, main hall, playground and kitch-
en.

It is also hoping to hold holiday club’s
offering swimming session in the
school pool.

Ms Watkins said: “We are the longest
standing after-school club in Harlow
and we were all – staff, children and
parents – devastated when we thought
we would have to close.

“Burnt Mill Academy headteacher

Helena Mills has been kind enough to
hear our plea and give us a new home to
continue providing a service to the
community.

“Burnt Mill has been really kind and
sympathetic. They are fantastic, really
community-minded. By waiving the
fees, we are going to be able to do so
much. We are eternally grateful.”

Jackie Keegan, finance manager at

Burnt Mill, said: “We have offered
Chillout Kids Club the use of our facili-
ties free of charge to allow them to pass
these savings down to the parents of
the children they take care of.

“This provides the children with an
ideal opportunity to get a feel for a large
secondary school. Lots of our students
stay after school for study and enrich-
ment clubs, so it is great these young

After-school club is
saved from closure
Bianca castro
gemma.gardner@hertsessexnews.co.uk

Council handed a £700k
bonus from Government
HARLOW Council is set to receive
almost three-quarters of a mil-
lion pounds from the Govern-
ment under the New Homes
Bonus payments scheme.

Housing minister Kris Hopkins
MP confirmed on Monday the
authority will be given £704,000
as part of a £900m payout to
more than 350 councils in
England.

Essex County Council will
receive £4,738,181 under the
bonus scheme which was started
in 2011.

The bonus matches the addi-
tional council tax raised for new
and empty homes brought back
into use for six years - with extra
cash being given for new afford-
able homes.

Councils are free to use the
funding as they see fit to benefit
the local community - from pro-
viding new facilities to protect-
ing frontline services or freezing
council tax.

Mr Hopkins said: “The New
Homes Bonus lets local people

share in the benefits of develop-
ment.

“Getting Britain building in this
way is critical to our long-term
economic plan, not only building
the homes communities need but
creating thousands of new jobs
and apprenticeships across the
country.

“We will continue to pay the
bonus in the future to ensure that
places that have built houses are
properly rewarded for doing so.”

Recent figures released by the
National House Building Council
show a 28 per cent increase in
housing supply in 2013 compared
to the previous year and house-
building is at its highest level
since 2007.

Communities minister Stephen
Williams said: “I’m delighted to
see the numbers of empty homes
going down by 38,000 over the
past year alone.

“These New Homes Bonus pay-
ments are in recognition of coun-
cilled efforts to make this hap-
pen.”

TWO thugs who were involved in a run-
ning battle in Harlow town centre in
the middle of the afternoon have been
given custodial sentences.

Callum Goodger, 18, of Longbanks,
Harlow, pleaded guilty to affray and
robbery at a previous hearing. He was
given a two-year detention and train-
ing order.

Tony Nguyen, 21, of Occasio House,
Harlow, admitted having a metal pole
as an offensive weapon and threaten-
ing behaviour. He was jailed for 18
months.

Outling details of the incident, prose-

cutor Sasha Bailey told Chelmsford
Crown Court: “There was a large melee
between two groups of people in
Harlow and police viewed CCTV in the
area.

“One witness said she saw a black
male run past her near The Playhouse
theatre being followed by a second
male who was Goodger. Others were
chasing the black male before he was
punched and kicked to the floor.

“A second witness near Occasio House
saw a black male punched and kicked
but he threw a stool at his attackers.”

Miss Bailey added: “It was in the after-

noon in broad daylight when members
of the public were going about their
lives.”

Passing sentence, judge Anthony
Goldstaub said: “In the centre of Harlow
town centre in the early to mid-after-
noon when people are entitled to be
walking about a civilised town, vio-
lence erupted around them.”

In relation to the robbery charge,
Goodger pleaded guilty to robbery in
relation to a mobile phone but in a spe-
cial hearing before sentencing the
judge also found he had also stolen a
wrench, keys and cigarettese.

Thugs sentenced for ‘violent’ town centre fight


