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Woman who collided
with concrete bollard
seeks £200k payout
A HARLOW woman who suffered a seri-
ous leg injury when she walked into a
concrete bollard has launched a legal
battle to win compensation from Essex
Coun-ty Council.

Kirstie Hawes, 35, was left stricken
when she collided with a post at the
mouth of a pedestrian underpass in
Southern Way, Harlow, while walking
home from the pub in August, 2008.

Miss Hawes, who now walks with a
crutch, claims the area was badly lit and
poorly constructed. As a result she is
seeking more than £200,000 damages.

After reaching a financial agreement
with Harlow Council - which made no
admission of liability - she is now pursu-
ing her case against the county council
in the High Court.

Her barrister, Christopher Walker, told
judge Robert Francis that the county
council was either negligent or breached
its duty of care by failing to ensure that
the pathway was safe.

“My primary argument is that the
lighting was inadequate,” said Mr
Walker. “The bollard could not be seen
and was dangerous, it is as simple as
that.”

The court was told Miss Hawes was

walking home from the pub with two
companions when she slammed into the
78cm-high concrete bollard at about
midnight.

Miss Hawes said there was very little
light on the footway as she walked
towards the underpass. She said she col-
lapsed in a “great deal of pain” after hit-
ting her left leg on the post.

Miss Hawes said she had only drunk
two half pints of lager while at the pub,
adding: “I managed to see the road and
other dangers. I just did not see the bol-
lard.”

She said police officers and paramed-
ics who came to her aid had to use
torches to illuminate the area beside the
underpass while she recveived treat-
ment.

Mr Walker, said there was an obvious
matter of dispute between Miss Hawes
and the council as to how many of the
tunnel’s lights were working, but he
insisted that either way the pathway was
too dim for pedestrians to use safely.

He argued that the county council had

failed to meet its statutory duty to main-
tain the pathway as a public highway
and insisted that it negligently failed to
ensure it was safe for pedestrians.

However, James Weston representing
the county council, argued that Miss
Hawes was “distracted” in the moments
before the accident. He said she had
turned to speak to one of her compan-
ions and did not slow her pace on appro-
aching the underpass.

He argued that she was either wholly
or partially responsible for her own mis-
fortune and said there was insufficient
evidence to infer that the county council
actively took part in the construction of
the underpass back in the 1970s, even
though documents showed it had agreed
to pay 15 per cent of the cost.

Mr Weston argued that the “cold foren-
sic trail” made it impossible to tell if the
county council was responsible for the
bollard being put in place and therefore
it had no duty to make sure it was safe.

He also said it was entirely possible
that Harlow Council may have built the
tunnel and was responsible for its main-
tenance.

The judge reserved his decision until
an unspecified date.
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STUDENTS from Burnt
Mill Academy in
Harlow were given an
insight into the world
of professional
football when the
chief scout of
Manchester United
visited the school.

Jim Lawlor spoke to
GCSE physical
education pupils
about the skill,
determination and
commitment
necessary to be
successful in the
world of sport.

Assistant
headteacher Paul

Williams said: “Jim
came to inspire our
students to consider
a career in the
sporting profession.
But he told them it’s
not all about being a
footballer as lots
more professions are
involved in football,
from physiotherapists
to public relations
managers.”

Mr Lawlor
presented a

Manchester United
T-shirt to Year 10
student Charlie Blye-
Stewart, pictured
above, for the best
contribution to the
discussion.”

Mr Williams said the
visit was arranged as
part of the school’s
efforts to encourage
professionals to
inspire students to
think about their
future careers.

Academy students inspired
by Manchester United coach


