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Uttlesford’s police inspector has 
praised the work of  a quick-think-
ing resident who reported a car 
acting suspiciously – resulting in 
two arrests and the recovery of  a 
£12,000 watch.  

A call was made to the police 
about a black VW Golf  in the 
Takeley area, at about noon on 
Friday (March 7). Within 10 
minutes the police had received 
reports of  a burglary in Garnetts, 
Takeley.  

Using the information, officers 
and a police helicopter were able 
to track down the vehicle by 2pm.  

Perry Trotman, 27, from 
Romford, and a 16-year-old youth, 
also from Romford, were arrested 
at Pines Hill, Stansted, and 
charged with two counts of  
burglary, one in Dunmow and the 
other in Takeley.

Both were held in police custody 
over the weekend and appeared at 

Chelmsford Magistrates’ Court on 
Monday. 

Mr Trotman is due to appear at 
Chelmsford Crown Court on May 
19.

Items, including a £12,000 watch, 
were recovered from the car.

Insp Colin Cox, who heads up 
Uttlesford’s neighbourhood polic-

ing team, said: “This incident 
highlights the importance of  
people calling in suspicious 
circumstances. 

“People worry about wasting 
our time but if  people call us we 
can put our inquiries in place. We 
want people to work with us rather 
than against us.”

An appeal has gone out for a 
third man who escaped officers. 

After reaching the car park of  
the Old Bell pub in Pines Hill, 
Stansted, the man made off  
through a number of  residential 
gardens, heading towards 
Farnham.

Police recovered a trainer, 
pictured, that the man is thought 
to have lost while he ran.

Anyone who may have seen the 
trainer, or the man moving 
through their garden, is asked to 
contact detectives at Braintree on 
101.

Musical students took part 
in a day of  workshops, 
demonstrations and perform-
ances to improve their art.

The GCSE students from 
The Helena Romanes School, 
in Parsonage Downs, Great 
Dunmow, took a trip to the 
Birmingham Conservatoire 
at Birmingham City 
University.

Pani Charalambous, music 
teacher at HRS, said: “The 
day was an invaluable intro-
duction for the students to 
further education as infor-
mation was available on fees, 
accommodation, interviews 

and audition tips.”
Music specialisms availa-

ble for students to see 
included strings, woodwind, 
brass, keyboard, percussion, 
classic guitar and vocals. 

Music genres represented 
were jazz, opera and 
baroque. The talks and work-
shops ranged from informa-
tion about course content to 
hands-on experience of  
different instruments.  

Compositions by conserva-
toire students were 
performed by their orchestra 
led by a professional 
conductor.  

Brum trip for musical youth

Man and teenager are 
charged with burglary

 � Do you recognise this trainer? 
Police believe it belongs to a third 
man who ran off. Contact detectives 
at Braintree on 101.

 � From left, HRS students Jessica 
Firman, Luke Marks and Sarah 
Brooks during the music trip. 
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Uttlesford has recovered 
“almost all” of  the money 
it had lost at the height of  
the banking crisis.
The authority had invested 
£2.2m into Landsbanki 
before the Icelandic bank 
collapsed in 2008.
Speaking at the South 
Uttlesford Community 
Forum meeting in Great 
Dunmow on Tuesday, 
Cllr Robert Chambers, 
UDC’s portfolio 
holder for finance and 
administration, said 
that the authority had 
managed to claim back 
about 96 per cent of  the 
investment.
It follows a five-year battle 
to get the money back.
Cllr Chambers said: “We 
basically have the whole 
sum back now. 
“I never thought we were 
going to get a penny back.” 

Finance

New parking charges at 
Essex’s country park  
will come into effect from 
April 1. 
The new daily tariff  at the 
nearest venue, Great Notley, 
will increase from £2.50 
during the summer season 
(April 1 to October 31) and 
£3.50 in winter (November 
1 to March 31). Vehicles 
with a zero road tax fee 
will also now be liable for 
car parking charges, but 
there will be no change 
to season ticket prices of  
£65 (12 months) and £40 
(six months), and relevant 
concessions will apply.
Essex County Council, 
which has seven country 
parks where the car 
parking charges apply, says 
it will use the additional 
income to re-invest back 
into the parks and off-set 
maintenance costs.

Parks

People concerned about 
their memory can speak to 
staff  from the Alzheimer’s 
Society as the charity brings 
its community roadshow to 
Saffron Walden next week.
Staff  will be on hand to 
offer advice and information 
about the condition, and 
will be offering one-to-
one confidential support 
consultations, as the tour 
vehicle visits the town’s 
Tesco store on Thursday 
(March 20), from 10am-4pm. 
No appointment is 
necessary. 
There are estimated to 
be over 1,000 people with 
dementia and their family 
and friends in Uttlesford. 
It is hoped the roadshow 
will raise awareness across 
the Saffron Walden area. 
For more information, 
contact the Alzheimer’s 
Society call 01371 872519.

Charity


