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Could you
provide the

stepping stone to
independence?

Essex needs friendly, caring
residents to provide supported
lodgings for young people.
Supported lodgings address the gap between leaving
care and independent living, providing accommodation
to young people aged 16 to 18.

For more information call us on 01245 431957
or visit www.essex.gov.uk/supportedlodgings

To help the transition to
independence the young
people need their own room
and support in learning the
basic skills needed to live
independently. In return we
offer a weekly allowance
as well as ongoing
support and advice.
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BURNT MILL ACADEMY A
special room offering
students and staff a calm
and peaceful environment
for reflection and prayer
has been opened at the
First Avenue school.

Representatives from St
Paul’s Church, Harlow
Islamic Centre and Harlow
Synagogue were invited to
the ceremony.

Assistant headteacher
Paul Williams said: “We
have students at Burnt Mill
from a range of
backgrounds, including
Christian, Jewish and
Islamic. We are conscious
of their needs and wishes
and are trying to
accommodate those.

“This is just another part
of our community
cohesion work with
students.”

He added: “The use of the
room does not have to be
linked to religion. Any
student or member of staff

who needs time out can
use the space during break
times or after school.”

Headteacher Helena Mills
said: “The importance of
this space goes beyond
providing students of faith
with a place to pray and

meditate.
“We hope to model to our

community that a multi-
faith school, where
students learn and respect
different beliefs, should
never cause conflict, only
celebration.”

LITTLE TREASURES Parents and carers of
toddlers at the pre-school in Church Leys,
Harlow, were invited to a coffee morning.

The idea was to give them the chance to find
out more about how their children spend
their days and take part in some of the
activities.

Nursery staff member Jackie Simkins said:
“It was a really good morning and all the
parents seemed to really enjoy it.

“Parents were able to come in and have a
look at the children’s folders and the actvities
they’re currently taking part in and learning
about.

“We try to have a coffee morning every half
term in order to keep parents in the loop
about what the children are doing in nursery
so it’s great to see everyone together.
“It was a very positive day and the children
and parents seemed to have a lot of fun.”

Parents pop in for coffee and fun

STEWARDS ACADEMY Pupils
at the Parnall Road school
have got the travel bug after
heading off to Folgaria in Italy
for a ski trip and spending
three days in New York City.

Forty-nine pupils and seven
members of staff flew to the
ski slopes of Italy - the first the
school had organised in
several years.

While there they took part in
ice skating, swimming and
tubing as well as skiing.

Trip organiser Rob Treamer
said: “It was a fantastic trip
that hopefully has helped to
develop our young people not
only with the ability to ski, but
also with some key social and

physical attributes that will
benefit them every day.”

The New York trip was the
13th organised by the school
and saw 44 Year 11 pupils and
four staff spend time in the
Big Apple.

On their arrival they were
greeted by nine inches of snow
but still managed to squeeze
in sight-seeing trips to the
Brooklyn Bridge, the Empire
State Building, Central Park
and the Statue of Liberty.

Organiser Debbie Fargeot
said: “Every trip I have taken
to New York has been
memorable in a different way,
but the weather presented us
with particular challenges this
year.

“The way the pupils coped
with the challenging
conditions without any
complaints was really
impressive. We all have some
special memories which will
last us a lifetime.”

Room for reflection and prayer

JEROUNDS JUNIOR A team of pupils
scooped top prize in a countywide
gymnstics competition.

The team were crowned winners of the
Essex Primary Floor and Vault Plate
competition. Each member was required
to perform a floor routine of six linked
moves as well as two vaults.

The team - Danny Raymond, Andre
N’Goran, Levi Edwards, Devontai
Marriott, Mitchell March and Kye Hasler
- received a trophy for the school and a
medal for every individual.

Team captain Mitchell also received an
individual medal for achieving the
highest floor routine score of 12.5.

Teacher Hannah Johnson said: “The
boys performed brilliantly and were a
real credit to the school. They have done
exceptionally well considering the team
was only put together in October, and
their achievement highlights the hard
work and effort that they have put into
their training since then. I am very
proud of them.”

Gym team are crowned champions

Students jet off to New York
and the ski slopes of Italy


