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‘Deranged’
killer
fails
to overturn
conviction

INSIDE: Water tower abseilers raise thousands for charity - pages 6&7 Show takes stunt thrills to the extreme - page 19

A SELF-confessed killer who stabbed his for-
mer partner more than 20 times in a fren-
zied knife attack at the home they shared in
Harlow has failed in a bid to get his convic-
tion for murder overturned.

Ex-nightclub bouncer Mark Golds, 47,
inflicted 22 stab wounds on mother-of-four
Claire Parrish during the attack at Copshall
Close in July 2012.

At his trial last year it was revealed 37-year-
old Ms Parrish also suffered injuries to her
chest and internal bleeding after she was
kicked and stamped on by Golds.

The cause of her death was given as loss of
blood.

The jury at the trial held at Chelmsford
Crown Court was told Golds and Ms Parrish
started their relationship in 2009. It came to a
violent end when Golds armed himself with a
bread knife and and killed her after they had
a bitter row at a barbecue.

Prosecutor Andrew Jackson told the jury, “It
was a violent, brutal, sustained and no doubt
terrifying attack carried out in anger because
earlier in the day she had told members of her
family he had previously assaulted her.”

During the trial the jury heard evidence
that when police arrived at the scene they
found Golds underneath Ms Parrish’s body in
an attempt to make it seem as though she was
the aggressor. He then stood up and let out a
roar.

Golds pleaded guilty to manslaughter but
denied a charge of murder on the grounds of
diminished responsibility. However, he was
found guilty of murder and jailed for life with
a recommendation that he serve a minimum
term of 15 years before being considered for
parole.

Golds challenged the conviction for murder
but on Friday three judges sitting in the
Criminal Appeal Court in London upheld the

jury’s decision. His legal team had sought to
have the murder conviction reduced to man-
slaughter.

The appeal court was told Golds had a his-
tory of mental illness and his lawyers pointed
out that the three medical experts who gave
evidence during his trial - including one for
the prosecution - were unanimous in their
views that his responsibility for the killing
was substantially reduced.

It was said Golds was “extremely violent”
when police arrived on the scene and was de-
scribed as appearing deranged. He attempt-
ed to bite officers and screamed at them: “She
is evil. The demon’s gone, I’ve killed her. She
had Satan in her eyes.”

Lord Justice Elias, sitting with Mr Justice
Sweeney and Mr Justice
Green, accepted that the
jury’s verdict apparently
flew in the face of the
medical evidence rela-
ting to Golds’ person-
ality disorder.

However, they reject-
ed arguments that the
trial judge had
misdirected
the jury on
the issue of
diminished
responsibili-
ty and dis-
missed the
appeal.

>> CLAIRE
PARRISH

cOurT repOrTer
star@hertsessexnews.co.uk

Education Secretary
goes back to school
SECRETARY of State for Education Michael Gove was
in Harlow on Tuesday for a visit to Burnt Mill Academy.

Mr Gove, who was joined by Harlow MP Robert
Halfon, was given a brief tour of the school in First
Avenue by headteacher Helena Mills.

Mr Gove went into classes and after-school clubs to
speak to staff and students who were given the
opportunity to share their views on topics including
their ambitions, bullying, exams and sixth form
provision in the town.

>>FULL STORY, page 3
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Examples of
new housing
developments
go on display

Academy’s success
inspires Gove’s visit
BIANCA CASTRO
bianca.castro@hertsessexnews.co.uk

ALL SMILES: Left to right, student
Jessica Keilty, Mr Gove, student
Phoebe Bush, headteacher Helena
Mills and MP Robert Halfon

RESIDENTS will be able to
learn more about the five
examples of how new
housing development could
be accommodated within
Harlow as plans are due to
go on display.

Details will be shown at
local development plan
exhibitions which are
staffed by members of
Harlow Council’s forward
planning team.

The exhibitions will give
residents and businesses the
opportunity to see the five
examples of new housing
development, which form
part of the proposed
Emerging Strategy and
Further Options
consultation.

The consultation has been
running since April and,
after the consultation
results are in, one - or a
combination of examples -
will become a part of the
emerging Local
Development Plan.

Visitors will be able to pick
up copies of the
consultation leaflet and
questionnaire as well as talk
to members of the Forward
Planning Team about the
proposals.

The exhibitions will be
held at the Latton Bush
Centre, Southern Way on
Wednesday, (May 14) from
3-9pm and another at the
Harvey Centre on
Wednesday, May 21 from
10am-5pm.

There will also be an
unstaffed exhibition at the
Civic Centre in the Water
Gardens and from May 22 a
second unstaffed exhibition
at Harlow Central Library.
Both stands will be available
for viewing until May 30
when the consultation
comes to an end.

Responses to the
consultation can be made
via the questionnaire.

For more information on
Harlow’s Local Development
Plan and the consultation -
visit www.harlow.gov.uk/
local-plan.

SECRETARY of State for Education
Michael Gove has said he will look
into sixth form provision in Har-
low during a visit to Burnt Mill
Academy this week.

Mr Gove was joined by town MP
Robert Halfon for a tour of the
school in First Avenue on Tuesday.
He was shown round by head-
teacher Helena Mills, head boy
Daniel Boulton and head girl Sally
Endean.

He also held a meeting with stu-
dents in Years 7-11 who discussed
the achievements and successes of
the school and then asked him
questions about education.

One pupil quizzed Mr Gove about
the lack of sixth form provision in
the town and asked if he would be
able to look into it. “At the moment
the moment we have to travel to
Hertfordshire, Cambridge and be-
yond to go to sixth form if we do
not choose to go to St Mark’s or
Harlow College,” he said.

Mr Gove replied: “We will explore
that. I think a school that wants to
and is able to provide a sixth form
should be able to explore that pos-
sibility. I will talk to Robert [Halfon]
and have a look at sixth form pro-
vision in Harlow.”

Mr Gove told the Star: “The rea-
son I have come to Burnt Mill is
because I want to learn what marks
this school as a success. I think
that is one of the reasons why
Robert was so anxious for me to
come.

“People here - students and staff
- are proud of their school.”

When asked about the changes to
GCSE and A-levels. Mr Gove said:
“We all know that young people
are smarter than ever and we need
qualifications that enforce that
they get the sorts of jobs they want
in a competitive global market.”

Burnt Mill Academy celebrated
the highest GCSE results in the
town last year with 76 per cent of
students achieving five or more
A*-C grade GCSEs including Eng-
lish and Maths.

Mr Halfon said: “It is a very proud
moment for Harlow to have
Michael Gove here to visit Burnt
Mill School that has transformed
its results from 25 per cent to 76
per cent in just a few years.

“We have met some incredible
students and to have the secretary
of state come here to see one of the
top schools is a really good day for
Harlow.”

Headteacher Helena Mills, who
took over the school in 2009 and
spoke of her confidence for this
year’s GCSE results, added: “I
know Michael Gove would only
visit an outstanding school and it
is recognition of what we know
already. It is great to have him
here.

“I think the children are very
proud of their school, a lot of stu-
dents know they are in an out-
standing school, and they love
showing their school off especially
to someone who is important and
famous like Mr Gove.”
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