
 

 

A much-needed sixth form could be on its way to Harlow after Michael Gove branded the town’s 

outstanding comprehensive school “absolutely brilliant” during a visit. 

Students have to travel outside of the town to Hertfordshire or Cambridge for their further studies, with the 

current colleges not offering the wide range of subjects they want. 

Those at Burnt Mill Academy, in First Avenue, who met Mr Gove during his visit this week told him they 

would like the option to stay on at the successful school for their further education. 

Mr Gove, invited to take a tour of the school by Harlow MP Robert Halfon, promised to look into the 

possibility of Burnt Mill being developed to include a sixth form provision. 

He said: “It’s a really good thing for every school that wants it to have a sixth form. There are some great 

colleges which do not offer the wide range of subjects that people want to do. I will speak with Robert 

Halfon and the team back at the department to look at sixth form provision in Harlow and see what we can 

do.” 

Proud headteacher Helena Mills, whose team has boosted GCSE pass rates from 27% to 76% in just a few 

years, is eager to enable her students to continue on the successful Burnt Mill path into sixth form. 

She said: “I am always keen to ensure the public are aware of how great the comprehensive system is. I was 

delighted Mr Gove recognised BMA ‘exemplifies the very very best of comprehensive education’.” 

Mr Gove heard about the highly attended Saturday schools and the All Stars who are given an extra push to 

get all A* grades. 

He also sat with a group of Year 7 to 11 students, giving them an opportunity to tell the secretary of state 

about their experiences of Burnt Mill. 

After experiencing lessons in English and music and after-school clubs in dance and computer science, Mr 

Gove said: “I think Burnt Mill is fantastic; it’s an absolutely brilliant school. It’s great to see that level of 

ambition from students and level of support from a wonderful leadership team. 

“Helena is right to be so ambitious for her students. Harlow students are as good, if not better, than others 

in the country. This school proves that. 

“I will be back in touch with Helena to find out the ingredients which make the school such a success. The 

students have already given me a clear indication the outstanding teaching and extra-curricular support are 

all part of what makes this school outstanding. 

“There are some comprehensive schools which need to improve. Robert was anxious for me to come to 

Burnt Mill as students are from a huge variety of backgrounds and yet achieve outstanding results. 



 

 

Comprehensives do work. It’s fantastic to see a comprehensive like this work so well, taking children from 

every background and making sure they achieve.” 

Mr Halfon MP said: “I am very proud for Harlow to have a visit from Michael Gove. 

“Burnt Mill is a brilliant school and that’s testament to its results in such a few years. 

“To have the secretary of state come here to see our top school is a good day for Harlow.” 

 


