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Jack Petchey awards
honour young people

THE Jack Petchey Foundation honoured
young performers and sportspeople in a
ceremony at Harlow Playhouse.

The Harlow Youth Achievement Awards
celebrated the best young performers and
sport club members in the town.

All winners were nominated by their peers
and were named winners at the ceremony
for a variety of achievements.

Winners received a medallion, framed
certificate and a cheque for £200.

Seven performing arts groups received
awards - including Harlow Steelband,
Phoenix Theatre School, Hip Hop Pop,
Harlow Rock School, Razed Roof, Livewire,
and Harlow Ballet Association.

Members from seven youth groups -
including Harlow Young Carers, Hanko Ryo
School of Karate, Batts Table Tennis Club,
Crosskeys Netball Club, Risdenwood FC,
Harlow Town Cricket Club and All Ability
Sports and Leisure were also named as
winners.

Many of the groups also performed during
the evening which was attended by Harlow
MP Robert Halfon.

Mr Halfon said: “I love presenting these
awards and it is something I hope I never
miss. Our young people are the best and the
future of Harlow.

“I thank Jack Petchey for giving these
young people a chance to show Harlow as
the cultural capital of the east of England.”

The Jack Petchey Foundation was
established in 1999 to recognise the positive
contributions young people make to society
and to support them in achieving their
potential.

Youth groups in Harlow have been awarded
£530,000 by the Jack Petchey Foundation
since funding started in 2001.

Founder, Jack Petchey CBE, 88, said: “I am
passionate about our awards scheme which
enables young people to be recognised,
valued and rewarded for their achievements
and positive contributions to society.

“All those receiving awards are a credit to
themselves, their families and their club or
youth programme.”

A YEAR 11 group from Burnt
Mill Academy in Harlow are
preparing for the adventure
of a lifetime when they set
off to Accra in Ghana later
this month.

To prepare for the trip,
which will see the students
hike through Kakum
national rainforest, climb
Mount Afadjato as well as

take part in a community
project, the group climbed
Mount Snowdon.

Ghana expedition school
co-ordinator Andrew Scott
said: “The team-building
exercise to climb Mount
Snowdon was part of our
fundraising plan.

“More importantly, it was
designed as a group bonding

exercise to build group
cohesion, promote fitness
and endurance, as well as
encourage perseverance.”

Dennis Dogbe, country
co-ordinator in Ghana, said:
“Everyone is so happy about
welcoming Burnt Mill
students and staff to our
community. The children
cannot wait.”
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