
email: star@hertsessexnews.co.uk Harlow Star | harlowstar.co.uk | July 3, 2014 | 5

AN actress was in the
spotlight when she
visited Mark Hall
Academy in Harlow to
talk to students about
her film Leave to
Remain.

Members of the
First Avenue school’s
Year 10 film club and

religious education
students met Yasmin
Mwanza who
answered qustions
and discussed the

film’s themes as part
of a visit organised by
Intofilm.

The film is based on
the true stories of a

group of teenagers
seeking UK asylum.

A school spokesman
said: “Students have
been inspired by
Yasmin and are more
confident in their
GCSE work around
community
cohesion.”

School’s pupils
to sit two GCSEs
from age of 13
PUPILS at a Harlow secondary school will sit
ing GCSE examinations from the age of 13
under a new structure starting in the autumn.

Burnt Mill Academy will be introducing a new
timetable which will see lessons extended from
60 to 100 minutes to allow students to complete
GCSE courses in a year.

Qualifications in subjects including Latin and
classical studies will also be available.

Year 9 and 10 students at the First Avenue
school will work to the new timetable, choosing
two GCSE subjects to study throughout the year.
By the end of Year 9 they will sit two GCSEs and
will then choose a further two to study in Year 10.

Pupils in Years 7 and 8 will continue with the
existing lesson structure.

Assistant headteacher Paul Williams said the
reason behind the changes is to ensure Burnt
Mill students can take options they enjoy study-
ing without dropping core subjects.

“There is a big emphasis nationally on students
getting qualifications in subjects which will give
them a good start in life,” he said.

“This way, we can encourage them to take
those subjects they want to give them a real
breadth and variety without having to make a
decision to drop a core subject such as modern
foreign languages to study dance.

“We feel these subjects can be as

useful in securing future careers for our young
adults, building their confidence and personali-
ties. This puts our students in a strong position
if they have those qualifications in the bag when
they leave at 16.”

Mr Williams added that it was the right time to
make the changes after Ofsted rated the school’s
standards of teaching and learning as ‘outstand-
ing’.

He said: “The new curriculum structure cre-
ates more time. It will enable students to com-
plete their option GCSEs in just one year. By the
time the traditional exam season arrives for
them in Year 11 they will already have six quali-
fications under their belts.

“We have researched this type of structure at
other schools. The evidence shows it is a real suc-
cess to sit exams each year.”

Headteacher Helena Mills added: “This change
enables us to offer subjects not generally offered
at other state schools, such as ancient history.
This curriculum will ensure Burnt Mill students
leave with the most prestigious subjects at GCSE.

“A lot of hard work has gone into planning this
curriculum and we know our students will thrive
as a result of it.”
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Demolition plan for Little Walk shops

Film actress meets
Mark Hall students

PLANS have been drawn up
for the demolition of shops in
Little Walk to allow “future
redevelopment” of Harlow
town centre.

The application has been
submitted to Harlow Council
on behalf of Sapphire
(Harlow) Nominee Limited.

A statement submitted with
the application says the dem-
olition of Little Walk will help
to “facilitate future redevel-
opment” while the clearance
of the site will “assist in the
delivery of regeneration”.

The shops fronting Little
Walk in West Gate and Broad

Walk will be retained but
their rear walls will be weath-
erproofed during the demoli-
tion process. The existing
access points will be blocked
off with hoarding while the
work takes place.

Alex Wagstaff of asset man-
agers Addington Capital said:
“Since the centre was pur-
chased in March 2011 we
have invested over £4m in
improving the Harvey Centre
with the refurbishment of the
interior malls, creating larger
units and subsequently let-
ting them to national retail-
ers to enhance the tenant

mix, rebranding the shop-
ping centre and creating a
new mall at first floor level in
readiness for further works.

“Little Walk is dated and no
longer meets modern day
retailer requirements. We
have actively relocated ten-
ants to elsewhere in our own-
ership and have recently sub-
mitted our demolition appli-
cation for this area as we con-
sider its long-term potential.

“We intend to commence
demolition as soon as we
have consent from the coun-
cil and have undertaken the
necessary protective works.”
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