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Team aiming to create
‘world-class’ schools
THE team who will head up the
recently-formed Burnt Mill
Co-operative Academy Trust has
been unveiled.

The trust, which is led by Burnt
Mill Academy, has responsibility
for four primary schools,
Freshwaters, Little Parndon, Cooks
Spinney and Roydon - all feeder
schools of Burnt Mill.

The trust’s aim is to turn each
primary into “outstanding, and
then world-class facilities”.

Helena Mills, headteacher of
Burnt Mill Academy, has taken on
the role of chief executive of the
Burnt Mill Co-operative Academy
Trust.

Paul Jackson, who is initially on a
year-long secondment from his
role as headteacher of Gallions
Primary School, in Newham, East
London, has been appointed exec-
utive headteacher of all four pri-
maries, while each school will
have its own head of school.

•Marios Solomonides, has been
promoted from deputy headteach-
er to head of school at Freshwaters

•Stuart Pope has been promoted
from deputy headteacher to head
of school at Cooks Spinney

•Sophie Laing will be moving

from her role as assistant head-
teacher at Burnt Mill Academy to
head of school at Little Parndon

•Gill Doyle will remain head of
school at Roydon Primary School.

Mrs Laing is the latest recruit and
completes the powerful team
which will move forward together
from September.

As with her colleagues within the
team, she plans on taking things
back to basics and building her
school up from a strong founda-
tion.

Mrs Laing, who has been at Burnt
Mill for 15 years, said: “I want to
raise aspirations and find some-

thing really special about Little
Parndon so we can hold it aloft and
be really proud. I will be making it
incredibly clear to children and
staff what is expected from them
and I will be looking for parents to
get on board and work together as
a partnership.

“I intend being very honest with
people. I am not going to throw
everything out and start again as
that’s of no benefit. I will look at
what’s being done well and then
work with staff and parents to
improve where necessary.”

One project the new head, who
has spent the last two weeks of the
school term getting to know her
team, pupils and parents at Little
Parndon, is keen to get off the
ground is the setting up of a PTA,
something she successfully did at
Burnt Mill.

She said: “I want to get parents
involved. I think it says a lot about
a school when you have that strong
partnership. It’s a small thing, but
it will make a big difference.”

Mr Jackson said: “Now our team
is in place, the heads of schools
will be encouraged to spend time
in each other’s schools. They each
have something great to offer and
those examples of best practise
will be shared among the family of
schools.”
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Drone gives bird’s
eye view of town
A PHOTOGRAPHER has taken some
impressive shots of Harlow - giving
residents a chance to see the town from
a slightly higher perspective.

Chris Davey, 31, a former resident of
Harlow who now lives in west London,
used a drone to take the bird’s eye view
photos.

Mr Davey, a graphic designer for the
BBC, said: “I take aerial photos with a
drone and took a few of Harlow when I
was visiting family recently.

“I fly a quadcopter, which is similar to
a way a helicopter works but has four
blades and weighs only a few kgs and
fits in a backpack.”View more pictures at

www.harlowstar.co.uk


