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� Sports stars are in the 
making at a Great Dunmow 
primary school. 
Two gymnastic teams from 
Dunmow St Mary’s entered 
the Uttlesford School Sport 
Partnership competition at 
Thaxted School ... and both 
teams came first. 

The Year 1/2 team, above, 
had to perform a vault and a 
 synchronised dance. The Year 
3/4 team, left, wowed the 
judges with a floor routine. 

The sports hall athletic 
team won a gold award at 
the Essex School Games. 29 
pupils  competed in a variety 
of  events including long 
jump, relays and javelin. 

A school in Great Dunmow has 
been voted the best in the coun-
try by a national sporting 
association.

The Helena Romanes School, 
in Parsonage Downs, was named 
School of  The Year by the Clay 
Pigeon Shooting Association 
after members across the coun-
try voted for them.

The school’s shooting club was 
set up just three years ago, but 
has won the national schools 
under-15 championship twice, 
trained with world champions 
and England shots as well as 

appearing in national press.
Teacher and clay club organiser 

Neal Wilcox said: “It is fantastic 
recognition of  the hard with the 
students, parents and sponsors 
have put in. It also repays the 
belief  the school invested in the 
idea of  a shooting club at HRS. 

“Our students have competed 
at a national level and are the 
best.”

Mr Wilcox attended the awards 
dinner in Berkshire where HRS 
beat a private school which has 
its own £30,000 shooting ground 
for the best school title.

 � Pictured above, the HRS shooting 
team.

Exning 152-8
Dunmow 153-3
Dunmow won by 7 wickets
Two Counties League, Division 2

Dunmow maintained their positive 
start to the season with a comfortable 
victory against Exning.

Losing the toss and being asked to 
bowl was not unwelcome for Dunmow 
and despite early strokeplay from 
Micky Singh (16), by the time the 
score was 20 both he and fellow 
opener Gavin Jones had been 
dismissed by Josh Down and Matt 
Gibson respectively. 

This brought the prize wicket of  
Tim Catley to the crease and together 
he and Simon Allen built a partner-
ship of  54, before Catley top-edged  
a sweep off  the bowling of  Baz 
Sewell. 

From this moment Dunmow were 
always on top, wickets falling steadily 
with tight bowling and excellent 
fielding. 

All the bowlers chipped in with 
Josh Down (10-2-30-2) and Steve 
Hamlin (4-1-9-2) the pick.

With only 12 runs scored from the 
last five overs, at the break Dunmow 
felt on top.

Regular openers Luke Swanston 
and Josh Down made a solid start for 
the home side before Swanston was 
claimed by Starling for 16, playing 
around the front pad to be bowled. 

Down played a superb anchor role, 
adapting to the bowling well and 
despite the fall of  Ollie and Nick 
Rooney, the latter to a superb run out, 
he found a willing partner in Luke 
Matthews, who latched on the shorter 
bowling superbly to add some real 
dynamism to the middle order. 

His 44 not out complemented 
Down’s 76 not out superbly and saw 
Dunmow reach their total with seven 
overs to spare.

Next up for Dunmow is a trip to 
Frinton seconds on Saturday in the 
league, 1pm start.

� Meanwhile, Dunmow 2nd XI put in 
a gritty performance to win away at 
Willingale.

It did not start too well as openers 
Majid Raja and Ieuan Bush both fell 

to the first balls they faced. 
But there was no collapse. Joe 

Gallant (54) batted 40 overs in a 
mature innings, holding up one end, 
as Sam Bush (25) and then Andrew 
Brown (19) provided the fireworks at 
the other end with some lusty hits to 
the boundary.

Another mini collapse in the lower 
middle order saw Dunmow lose their 
final four wickets for the addition of  
just eight runs as they closed on 134 
all out.

Things started well for Dunmow in 
the field, with a superb piece of  field-
ing from Matt Cross resulting in a 
run out off  the second ball.

In the next over, 15-year-old Jake 
Thompson – who finished with excel-
lent figures of  3-8 from his 10 overs – 
had the other opener trapped LBW as 
Willingale found themselves 0-2. 

Martin Callingham was another 
notable performer, eventually finish-
ing with figures of  4-24. 

Willingale’s middle order found the 
conditions tricky and consistently 
lost wickets when trying to up the 
scoring rate, and were all out for 117.

Opener Josh leaves  
Exning Down and out
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Matthews also stars with the bat

School shoots for the stars


