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PUPILS waiting nervously for the results of their
GCSE exams were put out of their misery on
Thursday . . . and every school in Harlow reported
an improvement this year.

Burnt Mill Academy students smashed all pre-
vious records with a total of 86 per cent achieving
five or more A*-C grades including English and
maths and 25 per cent gaining five or more A* and
A grades.

Headteacher Helena Mills said: “We knew we had
a great group of students but with recent education
reforms we had a very slight concern about what the
results might be.

“Our children and staff work incredibly hard. All
of my staff are in school at 7am offering extra revi-
sion and study opportunities and students come in
to Saturday school to strive for their absolute best.”

Katarina Sucikova , who spoke very little English
when she joined the school two years ago, picked up
five A* grades, one A, two Bs and a C. “The teachers
have been really kind to me,” she said. “I struggled

to understand in my lessons so I got a lot of books to
do extra study at home.

“It was not just the language; I came from a school
with just 20 students so there was a lot of change for
me. I feel great about my results.”

A total of 78 per cent of pupils at St Mark’s West
Essex Catholic School achieved five or more A*-C
grades and 58 per cent gained five or more A*-C
grades including English and maths. Nineteen
pupils achieved at least five A* or A grades, 74 pupils
gained at least one A* or A grade and 55 pupils suc-
cessfully passed the English Baccalaureate.

Headteacher Elaine Heaphy said: “I am delighted
that the hard work of our Year 11 pupils and their
teachers has been rewarded with such a good set of
GCSE results. I am proud of every pupil in accept-
ing and meeting the challenges that we at St Mark’s

continually strive to provide for each of them.”
Outstanding students include Wing Lau (11 A* and

A grades), Katie Day, Thomas Robinson and Ashica
Joshy (10 A* and A grades) and Melissa Selwood (9 A*
and A grades).

Stewards Academy pupils achieved their best
results ever with 60 per cent gaining five A*-C
grades including English and mathematics.

Assistant headteacher Marie Erwood said: “We are
all thrilled with the results and it reflects on all the
hard work of staff and pupils to achieve the best
results we have ever had. It is great news, and we’re
delighted for all of our pupils.”

Star achievers included George Strachan, who
achieved 15 A* and one A. He said: “I am so pleased
to have done so well, especially when there are so
many changes to education going on.

“It just goes to show that every year things are get-
ting harder for us pupils, but I would say to younger
pupils to always strive do the best that you can do.”

Passmores Academy also celebrated a success-
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Pupils celebrate their success
Bianca castro
bianca.castro@hertsessexnews.co.uk
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Burnt Mill Academy Passmores Academy

l year with an eight per cent improvement on
13’s results. Sixty per cent of students achieved

ve or more A*-C grades with English and maths
nd 68 per cent received five A*-C grades.
One of the school’s star pupils was Sreerag
adakrishnan, who gained 12 A* and A grades. He
id: “Passmores has really set me up to achieve my
eam of going to Cambridge University. Although

e were pushed hard to achieve we were always
ven the chance to play sport, sing, design new
ings and know what it is to be part of the commu-
ty and a family.”

Principal Vic Goddard said: “I am delighted that
our results are up eight per cent on last year but, if

m honest, comparing one group of young people
previous years doesn’t really mean anything.
The thing I am most proud of is that so many of

our students beat their target grades at the same
me as becoming well rounded human beings with
e understanding what it takes to be good mem-
rs of our community.”

Mark Hall Academy principal Corinne Fran-
ceschi said she was “over the moon” with the
school’s results which showed overall achievement
is up by 12 per cent on last year.

At the end of the school’s first year as an academy
a total 38 per cent of pupils achieved five A*-C
grades including English and maths and 45 per cent
received five A*-C grades.

Ms Franceschi said: “I am proud of the commit-
ment and perseverance shown by staff and students
in beginning this journey of transformation and
much-needed revitalisation.

“We are particularly pleased with the considera-
ble improvement in boys’ achievement – which we
know is a national issue – up 15 per cent from the
previous school’s results and we are very close to
reaching the best ever results attained by the previ-
ous school.”

The academy’s high achievers include Adam Cutts
(one A*, six As and three Bs), Henry Brown (four As
and four Bs), May Showumi (three A*s and four As)

and Charlotte Taylor (seven As and
three Bs).

Pupils at the independent Saint
Nicholas School in Old Harlow also
achieved excellent results, with 74 per
cent gaining at least five GCSEs including
English and maths - a 10 per cent increase
on last year.

Star students included Imogen Wade
(five A*s and 6 As) who scored 100 per cent
in each of her four history modules making
the 16-year-old one of the highest scoring
candidates in the country.

Headteacher Keith Knight said: “I am
delighted with the strength of our results.

“As a broadly non-selective entry school we
are rightly proud of our pupils’ successes
which are a tribute to our dedicated par-
ents, staff and pupils who have a positive
attitude to work and are prepared to give
all that it takes to be successful.”

success on GCSE judgement day


