
 

 

Young actors were put through their paces by EastEnders favourite Gillian Wright. 

The star, who plays Jean Slater in the soap, spent a whole day at Burnt Mill Academy, in First Avenue, 

Harlow, running workshops for children in Years 8, 9 and 10. 

Gillian used her experience from performing in Steven Berkoff’s Religion and Anarchy in the West End to 

help Year 10 students with their study of the director’s work. She also gave students her professional 

feedback on their performances, helped them to develop their own characters, told what working under 

pressure is like while being believable and answered questions about her career and experiences. 

Gillian, who recently returned briefly to EastEnders after stepping away from her character a year ago to 

pursue other opportunities, said: “I have seen some great kids here today; they are so talented and full of 

character. 

“I hope I have given them something a bit different and that it will mean something to them as they 

continue their work.” 

The actress told students she developed her intrigue of theatre after seeing her own mother on the stage 

playing such a convincing part that she didn’t even recognise her. When her English teacher at school 

noticed her passion, she gave Gillian details for theatre schools and urged her to apply. 

Gillian, who went to university with Burnt Mill’s assistant headteacher and performing arts teacher Pat 

Walker, said: “These children at Burnt Mill are learning stuff that I learnt at degree level. They have far more 

facilities than I had. At their age, performing arts was a small subject taught in the sports hall. Now it has 

earned its right to be here and is hugely, hugely different. When I was at school, I was told theatre was a 

hobby, not something you made a living from, but it’s been my profession now for 30 years. 

“Running workshops like this helps me to keep my feet on the ground and gives me an opportunity to give 

something back.” 

Keen actor George Joyce, 13, of Church Langley, said: “A career in acting is something I would like to do so it 

was great to perform in front of Gillian and get her feedback. She told me I was good and to be confident. 

“We are so lucky to have Gillian come in to help us like this.” 

The actress also attended the school’s after-school media club where wannabe journalists got the chance to 

interview the star. 

 

 

 


