
A GRANDAD from South
Benfleet left more than
just memories when his
love of horse racing
resulted in an unexpected
£5,000 windfall for charity
on the day of his funeral.

An accumulator bet
placed in memory of
racing fan Peter Crowe
saw four horses, picked
randomly for the
appropriateness of their
names, all win their races
on the day of Peter’s
funeral.

The bet cost £105 and
returned winnings of
£5,080. It was placed to
raise money for the PSP
Association, a charity
which supported Peter
and his family in the last
few months of his life.

The winning horses,
Angelic Lord, Mecca’s
Angel, Celestial Knight and
Grandad’s Horse, were
chosen randomly by
friend of the family Paul

Day on his way to work on
the morning of Peter’s
funeral.

“My wife had suggested
to Peter’s family that it
would be a nice way to
remember Peter if people
placed a bet on the day of
his funeral and then any
money raised was
donated to PSPA,” said
Paul, who works as a
broker in London.

“I got a copy of the
Racing Post on the way to
work that morning and
just picked the four horses
based on the fact they had
names associated with the
day. I couldn’t believe it
when I saw that all four
horses had actually won
their races and the
amount of money that
had been raised. I’m not
into horse racing at all so I
had no idea what I was
doing.”

Peter, from south east
London, was diagnosed

A MAN has been charged with murder
after a body was discovered in
homeless accommodation in
Chelmsford last week.

Police discovered the man with stab
wounds in the first floor flat above
Sanctus Cafe, Broomfield Road on

Tuesday, 30 September.
The victim was formally identified by

his next of kin as 39-year-old Colin
Evans, a charity worker originally from
East London. A post mortem
examination carried out at Broomfield
Hospital showed the cause of death

was incised wounds to the neck.
Unemployed Jose Correia Agrela, 29,

of no fixed address, was charged with
his murder on Tuesday and appeared at
Chelmsford Crown Court on 9 October.

He was remanded in custody to re-
appear at Crown Court on 1 December.

An inquest into Mr Evans’ death was
opened on 3 October and adjourned
pending a police enquiry.

Officers cordoned off the area
behind The Ship pub and the skate park
in Central Park to aid their forensic
investigation last week.

BASILDON Council has officially
announced its preferred bidder
for a new housing estate close to
the town centre.

Ballards Walk, a 6.33 hectare
(15.6 acre) site at the junction of
Upper Mayne and St Nicholas
Lane, will be developed by
Redrow Homes (South East).

The Laindon-based
housebuilder will erect a low
density development of 135
homes, including affordable
‘gifted back’ housing units.

It will feature a mixture of two,
three and four-bedroom houses,
2.5 hectares of landscaped open
space and retained village greens.

Plans are also being considered
for the Knight’s Surgery to move
to a new practice as part of the
development, improving
healthcare services in the area
and creating GP training facilities.

“Councillor Richard Moore,
Basildon Council’s cabinet

member for planning said:
“Ballards Walk is a fantastic
development, providing homes
for our Basildon residents.

“Redrow will deliver a mixed
tenure of aspirational homes

designed to suit a range of needs
in our community including
much-needed homes for our
council tenants.”

Work is expected to begin on
the site in early 2015.
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Shared Lives

Free concert

SOUTHEND families who offer
people of need with
accommodation, care or
support are holding a special
celebration on Friday, 17
October.

This takes place from 6pm to
8pm at Southend Civic Centre,
Victoria Avenue and marks
national Shared Lives Week (13-
18 October)

Shared Lives Southend,
formally known as Adult
Placement, is all about one
household sharing their lives,
families, home, interests,
experience and skills with
people who need support.

Shared Lives Carers are
recruited vetted, trained and
supported by the Shared Lives
Scheme. For more information
about the Shared Lives scheme,
contact Adult Social Care on
01702 215008.

SOUTHEND Borough Council
will host a free concert
featuring professional London
based pianist Samantha Ward
this month.

Samantha will perform a
solo recital as part of the series
of free lunchtime recitals on
Wednesday, 15 October from
12.15pm-1pm. It will be held in
the Council Chamber, Civic
Centre,Victoria Avenue, SS2
6ER and is free for all to attend.

Grandad’s final £5k
farewell for charity

135 new homes for borough
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Man charged with murder after body found with stab wounds

www.thegrangecountrypark.co.uk
Straight Road (East End Road), East Bergholt, CO7 6UX

A holiday home is a GREAT
INVESTMENT for your leisure time

The Grange Country Park is a beautiful Holiday Park
set in breathtaking grounds amongst the Constable
countryside of Suffolk.
ON-SITE FACILITIES INCLUDE: • Outdoor heated swimming pool
• On-site convenience store • Clubhouse with bar & restaurant
• Children’s play area plus much more

A holiday home is a GREAT
INVESTMENT for your leisure time
YOU CAN OWN A BRAND NEW LUXURY LODGE FROM

£65,000 OR A STATIC HOME FROM £34,995!

FREEPHONE
0800 0148248

SPECIAL FEATURED LODGE
The stunning Prestige ‘Contemporary’ luxury, two
bedroom, two bathroom 42’ x 20’ home, has newly
arrived in our prestigious lodge development.

Contact us now for more details on this
stunning holiday home!

Grange
COUNTRY PARK

The

with the rare
neurodegenerative
disease PSP (Progressive
Supranuclear Palsy), in
January of this year. He
passed away aged 87 and
his funeral was held at
Southend Crematorium.

Peter’s daughter Sue
Verner, said:“What Paul did
was amazing. I couldn’t
believe it when he rang me

the next day to tell me all
four horses had won. I am
so grateful.

“Several of our friends
and family had placed bets
on the horse called
Grandad’s Horse that day,
and it was right at the back
of the race then it suddenly
just came forward and
won.The whole experience
was just wonderful and it

has raised a lot of money
for the PSP Association.”

On hearing of his
betting success, Paul’s
employers Market
Securities agreed they
would also make a
donation to the PSP
Association, bumping up
the grand total even
further.

Paul added: “For those

that believe in the afterlife,
there’s a very good chance
that Peter was looking over
my shoulder that day!”

AN Essex Police officer has been
reported for careless driving
following a serious injury crash in
Bowers Gifford earlier this year.

PC Paul Calpin, 44, who is
stationed at Laindon Roads Policing
Unit, was on duty in a marked police
vehicle when the collision
happened on Sadlers Farm

Roundabout.
The collision happened at

12.55pm on 4 May when the police
car he was driving was in collision
with an Audi A3. The woman driver
of the car was injured and had to be
treated at Basildon Hospital as her
right foot was crushed. She is still
receiving treatment.

Also in her car was her husband
and five-year-old daughter who
suffered minor injuries. PC Calpin
and the colleague he was with on
the day suffered minor cuts and
muscular injuries.

PC Calpin will appear before
Colchester Magistrates Court on
Tuesday, 18 November.

Police officer faces careless driving charge

CHILDREN arrived for an average
day at school to find their
classrooms taken over by
zombies.

Greensward Academy, in
Greensward Lane, Hockley, was
invaded by the living dead all in
the name of education.

Sixth form students got into
character and created mayhem
around the school for a whole
day.

The attack dominated the day’s
lessons, with a focus on
communication, resilience,
problem-solving and co-
operation.

Becky Gee, director of English,
said: “In English, students learnt
how to use Makaton sign
language to send a silent
message around school without

alerting the zombies, in
Geography they looked at
potential escape routes, while in
Science they investigated
infections and how long it would
be before the world was taken
over by the zombies.

“We also welcomed in Year 6
pupils from local primary schools
to have a first aid session with St
John Ambulance and to carry out
some creative writing.

“This is a way of getting
children excited about their
lessons. With so many books and
films coming out with a zombie
theme, it was very timely and
gave us an opportunity to bring
the whole school together.”

Keen directors filmed the day’s
events to give them a taste of
working on a set.

Educating zombies

Sixth formers Sophie Barrett,
Zephyr Giddings and Eleanor Arthur


