
A my ’s story helps to tackle intolerance
■ BURNT MILL ACADEMY
A senior advisor to the Cabinet was one of
the speakers when representatives of
Stonewall, the charity which campaigns for
the rights of lesbians, gay men and
bisexuals, visited the school.

Amy Saunders told Year 7 students her
story of coming out as gay and how she
refused to let a challenging time at school
stand in her way.

The First Avenue school is a Stonewall
champion, promoting tolerance of others
regardless of sexual orientation.

Head of Year 7 Shawki Bakkar said it was
important for students to hear her story
first-hand, adding: “Youngsters sometimes
band about the word gay in the playground
without truly knowing its meaning.

“I thought it would be very worthwhile to
work with Stonewall to give students a real
insight into what being gay really means.
Amy was able to tell her personal story
about coming out and how she has made a
huge success of her life.”

She added: “Students listened intently
and asked very sensible questions such as
if being gay helped or hindered her in any
w ay. ”

Dad’s captivating WW1 presentation

Mosaic design shows off a flair for art
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■ ABBOTSWELD PRIMARY
Pupils from the Partridge Road school
showed their creative side by helping to
create a new mosaic.

Harlow Council commissioned artists
Jim Brown and Sarah Bracey, p i c t u re d
right, to create the piece celebrating the
65th anniversary of the town, using the
work of the children as their
i n s p i r at i o n .

Over the course of two workshops
held at Coppice Hatch, pupils used
coloured squares of paper as mosaic
tiles and, working in pairs, created
various components for the finished
piece which included the market clock
and The Lawn tower block. The two
artists then set about creating the
m o s a i c.

“The students really enjoyed
themselves and they enjoyed pointing
out the bits that they had contributed
t o, ” said Mr Brown. “It was a really
good experience for us and them.”

The project was funded from Harlow
Council’s ward improvement scheme.

■ CHURCHGATE PRIMARY
The father of one of the Hobbs
Cross Road school’s pupils
dressed as a First World War
soldier when he took part in its
commemorations to mark the
centenary of the start of the
c o n fl i c t .

Mark Bloomfield wore full
uniform when he spoke to the

children as part of a week of
remembrance during which they
learned about the war through
prayer, poetry, artwork and
history lessons.

Deputy headteacher Sarah
Huke said: “The children were
fascinated; I’ve never seen them
so quiet.

“Mark was very generous to

come in. He was able to draw in
pupils who aren’t always excited
about learning and got everyone
excited about history.”

Mr Bloomfield volunteered to
go into the school and carried
out the research necessary for
his presentation. He also took in
helmets for the children to try
on.
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