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IN BRIEF

Concerns about 
road policing cuts
ESSEX: A senior officer at Essex 
Police has hit back at concerns 
about cuts to road policing teams 
in the county, saying that 
committed staff  are patrolling 
the highways.
According to a survey carried 
out by the motoring organisation 
RAC, the number of  traffic 
officers in Essex fell by 71 per 
cent from 2010 to 2014, the 
second biggest drop in the 
country. 
Chief  Superintendent Andy 
Prophet said although total 
officer numbers had dropped, 
those patrolling the roads were 
now dedicated to the task all of  
the time instead of  being split 
between the highways and other 
police duties.

TAKELEY: Thieves used a digger 
machine to remove a Dymax 
tree shear worth £17,000  
from a farm.  
Police believe the suspects 
loaded the two metre-tall 
machine into a trailer or onto 
an open top vehicle. It hap-
pened along Bambers Green 
overnight on January 30.

Digger used to steal 
£17,000 tree shear

Lessons in culture were top of  
the curriculum this week as 
Chinese students spent a week 
at a school in Great Dunmow. 

Thirty five youngsters from 
The Band of  Beijing 
Chenjinglun Middle School got 
to experience life at The Helena 
Romanes School (HRS). They 
went along to lessons and spent 
Saturday morning at the homes 
of  their ‘buddy’. 

The trip was organised 
between the Essex Jiangsi 

Centre for Chinese Students 
and the school. HRS has had a 
formal invite to send some of  
its pupils to the school in China 
and hope to do this over the 
next two years. 

Modern foreign language 
teacher Teresa Green said 
about the trip: “It has been 
really fascinating. All the 
children have really thrown 
themselves into the whole 
experience. They have all 
become really good friends.”

School hosts visit from China

 � Students from China came and spent a week at The Helena Romanes School. 
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Volunteers call 
by credit union  
Volunteers are needed to expand a 
“community bank” to Great 
Dunmow. 

Uttlesford Save, a credit union, 
offers residents in the district the 
chance to save money as well as take 
out loans. It is owned and controlled 
by its members and so far 100  
residents have signed up. 

Since October last year, an infor-
mation point has been held at 
Saffron Walden library, manned by 
volunteers who offer advice to people 
looking to join. 

Director Adrian Stenton is hoping 
to roll out the service to Great 
Dunmow but is on the look out for 
volunteers to be based at the town’s 
library for two hours a week. 

Mr Stenton told the Broadcast: 
“We want to open up points through-
out Uttlesford and Dunmow is our 
next target. We are hoping to set up 
in the spring.”

He added: “We are looking for 
volunteers for the Dunmow base. 
The volunteers are not there to take 
or hand out money, or offer financial 
advice. They are there to tell people 

more about the credit union and to 
take them through membership if  
they wish to join.”

Once up and running in Dunmow,  
the financial co-operative is hoping 
to attract more members. According 
to Mr Stenton, it is an attractive 
option as it is a “more ethical way of  
saving”. Members are also able to get 
small loans at short notice. 

Those interested in becoming a 
volunteer can call Pat Lodge, at 
Uttlesford Volunteer Centre, on 
01799 510525/510524. For more infor-
mation, visit uttlesfordsave.coop

Emma Hardwick
emma.hardwick@archant.co.uk

 � Adrian Stenton, Uttlesford Save.

STOVES, 
FIREPLACES 

AND 
SURROUNDS 
DISCOUNTED 
FOR LIMITED 
TIME ONLY

01371 871816
Opening Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
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SALE  
NOW ON...

GREAT  
SAVINGS  
IN STORE

BEST OF  
BRITISH 

PROMOTION

NEW IN 4.9KW STOVE WITH 
LINER AND INSTALL PACKAGE 

FOR UNDER

£2,000


