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Four Year 10 pupils have won 
through to the final of  the Coca 
Cola Real Business Challenge.  

Tom Blanc, Will Barker, Alex 
Manson and Harry Raffan, of  
Felsted School, took park in the 
East Anglia Regional finals for 
the Coca Cola Real Business 
Challenge competition at the 
OPEN centre in Norwich in 
February.

The challenge for the day was 

to put together a campaign to 
raise awareness and money for 
the Special Olympics taking 
place in Los Angeles in July.

Students were required to 
submit a social media plan, 
design an app, design a bus 
shelter poster and put together a 
power point presentation. 

Joy McArdle, director of  
enterprise at Felsted, said: “With 
tough competition of  eight other 

teams, the boys presented their 
ideas extremely well. 

“The judges were particularly 
impressed with their campaign 
idea, which could be rolled out 
nationally, and also their 
finishing boy band move!”

The final takes place in 
London on March 17-18 with the 
Felsted students battling it out 
against 10 other regional 
winners.

Pupils reach finals of Coca Cola business contest

 � Felsted School 
pupils have made it to 
the final of a business 
competition backed 
by Coca Cola.  
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School supports 
stranded pupils 
Disappointed pupils may get the 
education they wish for, after 
Stansted’s secondary school opened its 
doors to students at its sister academy 
in south-west Essex.

On Monday more than 300 Year 6 
pupils from Harlow found out they had 
failed to get the place they applied for 
at Burnt Mill Academy, which 
accepted just 210 applicants this year.

But the rebranded Forest Hall 
Academy in Stansted – which since 
February 1 has been part of  Burnt 
Mill Co-operative Academy Trust 
(BMAT) – has since offered up to 30 
prospective pupils of  the 300 on the 
waiting list a chance to study there 
when the academic year begins in 
September.

Although Essex County Council had 
cut free school transport for children 
travelling to Forest Hall from 
Elsenham, pupils from Harlow who 
take up a place at the academy will get 
a 20-minute bus ride to the school.

Helena Mills, executive head of  
Burnt Mill, welcomed the move.

“I knew we wouldn’t be able to 

accommodate all the children who 
really wanted a place at Burnt Mill 
because we are full and have taken 
over our PAN (published admission 
numbers) in previous years,” she said.

“I know what we offer here is quite 
unique and that so many parents are 
desperate for their children to gain 
from the opportunities we offer. The 
only way to be able to accommodate 
more families is to offer places to fami-
lies in our sister school, Forest Hall.”

Ms Mills, who attributed the space 
at the Stansted school to less popula-
tion growth in Uttlesford, said that one 
student from Harlow had already 
gained a place at Forest Hall.

Former Burnt Mill deputy head 
Stephen Hehir, who has been 
appointed as acting head at Forest 
Hall, formerly the Mountfitchet Maths 
and Computing College, added: “We 
are totally focused at Forest Hall 
School on ensuring all students have 
the opportunity to achieve the highest 
success.

“For all students to make outstand-
ing progress, each and every lesson we 
place outstanding teachers in front of  
them. The BMAT philosophy of  high 
achievement for all is now a key part 
of  life at Forest Hall School.”

Phoebe Cooke
phoebe.cooke@archant.co.uk


