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TELL US WHAT
YOU THINK...

■ Have your say on the issues
surrounding Forest Hall Academy
SHARE YOUR VIEWS ONLINE:

Suicide fear
led police to
drink-driver
in car park
POLICE who came across a car
parked at Hatfield Forest in the
early hours with its engine
running and smoke inside
thought it might be a suicide
attempt, a court heard.

In fact it was a Great
Hallingbury drink-driver who
pulled over after a night in the
pub, hoping to meet a girlfriend.

John Homan, 54, of Woodside
Green, who got his driving
licence back only five months
ago after a drink-driving offence
in 2013, was banned for three
years and fined £150 ,with £105
costs, by Chelmsford
ma gistrates.

Prosecutor Denise Holland
told the court last Wednesday
that police on patrol went to
Hatfield Forest’s car park at
1.30am on February 10 and saw a
Peugeot 106 with its engine
running, lights on and smoke
i n s i d e.

S m o ke
“They thought it might be a

possible suicide attempt and
opened the door and spoke to
Homan, but it was just smoke,”
she said.

However, they could smell
alcohol and arrested him. He
told officers he had driven there
to have a sleep and a smoke.

During questioning, Homan
admitted drinking four pints of
real ale at the Three Horseshoes
and driving to the car park,
hoping to meet up with a
girlfriend, added the prosecutor.

He pleaded guilty to driving
with excess alcohol. He was one-
and-a-half times the legal limit.

Mitigating, Andrew Clowser
said that Homan, who is
currently not working, divided
his time between living with his
parents in Great Hallingbury
and on a houseboat.

He said the defendant was
driving home from the pub and
wanted to have a smoke and
sober up first.

Harlow students
offered Stansted
Option to bus pupils 11 miles slated by bemused parents
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MORE than 300 Harlow children are
being offered 30 secondary school
places at Stansted’s rebranded
Forest Hall Academy.

The Year 6 youngsters all applied

for a place at Burnt Mill Academy in
their home town from September,
but were not among the 210 suc-
cessful applicants, confirmed on
M o n d ay.

While education authority Essex
County Council (ECC) has cut free
school transport for children trav-

elling to Forest Hall from Elsenham,
up to 30 prospective pupils from
Harlow are being promised a 20-
minute bus ride to classes.

The situation prompted derision
on the Observer’s Facebook page.

■ Turn to page 3

NO ROOM: Executive head Helena Mills, inset, says the only way to accommodate extra students who wanted to attend Harlow’s Burnt Mill Academy
is to offer them places at its new sister school in Stansted, Forest Hall (main picture)
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Now Open Mondays
Monday 9am – 6pm

Tuesday 9am – 6pm

Wednesday 9am – 6pm

Thursday 9am – 7pm

Friday 9am – 6pm

Saturday 9am – 5.30pm

Appointments taken & walk-ins welcome 07879 001217

Excited to add Karen Perry to the Holleymans team!
8 Station Road, Bishop’s
Stortford, Herts, CM23 3BL
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Mark Chopping joked: “By bus you mean
helicopter?!”

Burnt Mill executive head Helena Mills
has recently taken responsibility for Forest
Hall, as the school joined the Burnt Mill Co-
operative Academy Trust (BMAT) on Feb-
ruary 1.

The former Mountfitchet Maths and
Computing College had previously been
partnered with Saffron Walden County
High School, and received an Ofsted rating
of “good” in 2013 under the leadership of
previous head Catherine Anderson.

However, the same year, disappointing
English GCSE exam results prompted ECC
to intervene and it replaced the Forest
Hall’s governing body with an interim
executive board (IEB).

The IEB has now been disbanded and a
local advisory board (LAB) set up to over-
see governance of the secondary.

Former Burnt Mill deputy head Stephen
Hehir has been drafted in as acting head at
Forest Hall – which is now being dubbed
“mini Burnt Mill”.

Ms Mills said: “I knew we wouldn’t be
able to accommodate all the children who
really wanted a place at Burnt Mill because
we are full and have taken over our PAN
[published admission numbers] in previ-
ous years.

Unique
“I know what we offer here is quite

unique and that so many parents are des-
perate for their children to gain from the
opportunities we offer.

“The only way to be able to accommodate
more families is to offer places to families
in our sister school, Forest Hall.”

She claimed: “Forest Hall has spaces
because the Uttlesford area has not had the
same population growth.

“As executive head of both schools, in
Harlow and Stansted, I am able to ensure
our outstanding practices are enjoyed by
all our children.

“Indeed, students in both schools benefit
from our fantastic leaders, outstanding
teachers and amazing facilities.

“Only this weekend, Forest Hall and
Burnt Mill Year 11 scientists received
tutoring here at Burnt Mill to ensure they
are on track for the A* they are capable of
a ch i ev i n g .

“Our philosophy at Burnt Mill and
Forest Hall is that children only get one
chance at secondary education and we
cannot allow them to fail.

“Our job is to inspire every child in our
care to achieve amazing things.”

One Harlow parent has already signed
up for a Forest Hall place, she added.

BMAT is also responsible for Roydon,
Cooks Spinney, Freshwaters and Little
Parndon primary schools in Harlow.

Decision to
bus Harlow
students to
Stansted is
ridiculed
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TURNING off a baby’s life support machine
is every new parent’s worst nightmare.

Amber Regan was born in April 2012,
starved of oxygen and in need of resus-
citation. Five days later, her life support
machine was switched off – but Amber
defied the odds.

It was a life-changing period for parents
Darren, 48, and Benna, 35, of Beauchamp
Roding: “It was a perfect pregnancy until
the day of birth, at 37 weeks, when I
c o u l d n’t feel her moving,” Benna recalled.
“Amber used to move a lot.”

The couple, who lived in Little Halling-
bury at the time, headed to the Princess
Alexandra Hospital (PAH) in Harlow.

Benna had suffered placental abruption,
when the placenta detaches from the wall
of the womb.

Amber’s heart rate should have been 170
beats per minute. It was just 30.

A crash team was called, Benna was
rushed into the operating theatre for an
emergency Caesarean and, a little over 10
minutes later, Amber arrived.

The 6lb infant was, however, lifeless. She
and Benna required immediate blood
transfusions and it took around 20 minutes
to resuscitate Amber.

In a critical state, the newborn was then
transferred to Luton & Dunstable Hospital,
where she was placed in a special cooling
blanket, designed to stop further problems,

for 72 hours.
Once that process had finished, though,

Darren and Benna received crushing news
from doctors.

“They said she’d have no quality of life
and be in a vegetative state if she survived,”
said Benna. “The whole world caved in.”

The couple were advised to switch off
Amber’s life support machine and agreed,
but first had her transferred back to PAH.

Turned off
After taking photographs and a lock of

Amber’s hair, the machine was turned off.
Around ten minutes later, though, the

couple were approached by a midwife who
told them that Amber was still alive and, in
fact, getting stronger.

They returned to their daughter and
held her free of tubes or wires for the first
t i m e.

“To this day, they can’t understand why
[Amber survived],” said Benna.

Now, Amber, who will be three next
month, lives with cerebral palsy and epi-
l p e s y.

Darren and Benna will be forever grate-
ful to those who supported Amber at birth
and through her early years.

The couple work at the John Frieda hair
salon in Mayfair, London, and have been
supported by clients and colleagues in rais-
ing money to say thank you. So far, around
£55,000 has been made. Some funds have
gone towards special incubators at PAH.

“We couldn’t leave the Princess Alex-

andra without saying thank you. They
were incredible,” said Darren.

The rest, and all future monies, will go to
Grove Cottage is the home of Bishop’s
Stortford Mencap

Aside from raising money, Darren and
Benna moved house in November and, just
three weeks ago, welcomed their second
child, Erin, into the world.

Darren said the move to a converted
barn in Beauchamp Roding was more suit-
able for Amber, who will start at Bentfield
Primary School in Stansted in September.

GROVE APPEAL
GROVE Cottage is the home of
Bishop’s Stortford Mencap
which Amber attends on
Fridays.

Benna said the London Road
facility was an “amazing place”
and added that taking Amber
allows her to feel more
included in the community.

“T h e re ’s not that much
support out there,” she said.
“I’ve met parents there [at
Grove Cottage] who have an
understanding of what we’re
dealing with and it’s just nice to
have that support.”

The next big fund-raiser is
expected to be a cricket bat
signed by legends of the game
such as Sachin Tendulkar and
Brian Lara.
■ To donate to Amber’s Grove
Cottage appeal, visit
j u s t g i v i n g . c o m / a m b e r re g a n

‘Three y e a r s since our
baby defied doctors’
Amber survived when life support was switched off

NEW CHAPTER: Darren and Benna
Regan with Amber and new baby
sister Erin Picture: Vikki Lince HEvl20150227B-255_C
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