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students at Holy Cross Primary
School, encouraging and promot-
ing the importance of reading,
and sharing one of my favourite
ch i l d re n’s books.”

On his second stop of the day,
Mr Halfon also visited Holy Cross
where he read some of the CS
Lewis classic The Lion, The Witch
and The Wardrobe to Year Five
students. The Harlow MP then
handed out reading certificates.

Young readers at Freshwaters
Primary in School Lane, were
saved by the bell for a spontan-
eous reading session.

Children in all year groups
dressed in pyjamas and spent the
day listening out for the bell that
prompted them to drop
everything and read.

Head teacher Marios
Solomonides said: “Children and
adults relished the opportunity to

drop everything and read. It
showed them they can escape to a
different world just by opening
the pages of a book.”

Children also enjoyed a Mad
Hatters Tea Party-themed lunch
to highlight the story of Alice in
Wonderland and took photos into
school of them reading in the most
unusual places.

Joining in the fun were chil-
dren from Cooks Spinney
Primary School who dressed up
as their favourite story book char-
acters for a trip to Harlow Lib-
r a r y.

Amy Warner, from Cooks Spin-
ney, said: “There was a fantastic
atmosphere here at Cooks Spin-
ney on World Book Day, with lots
of activities set up for the chil-
dren. The purpose was to raise
awareness of reading for enjoying
among our children.”
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World Book Day is
marked with zest
by young readers

Literature feted in schools across town

William Mata
w i l l i a m . m a t a @ h a r l o w s t a r. c o . u k

WORLD Book Day was marked in
style across Harlow with the
importance and value of reading
c e l e b r at e d .

The annual day promotes read-
ing and allows everyone to benefit
from a range of special books on
of fer.

At supermarket giant Asda
bookworms were united for a get
together to celebrate the event.

The Water Gardens store
invited local book clubs to read
together in their meeting room
space as part of their Community
Life programme.

Impor tance
Harlow MP Robert Halfon was

on hand at St Marks Catholic
School to highlight the import-
ance of books to students.

Mr Halfon led an assembly
where he spoke on the value of
literature and what books meant
to him personally. Afterwards the
MP held a political debate with
students where he commended
their intrigue and willingness to
ask questions.

He said: “It is wonderful to be

able to take part in World Book
Day in Harlow. It is a day that
shows Harlow and the world why
books are such wonderful things
to have, and hopefully encourages
people to read more often.”

Students from Holy Cross
Primary in Traceys Road, dressed
up as their favourite book char-
acters in celebration of World

Book Day.
Harlow Council chairman Ian

Beckett and Labour Parliament-
ary candidate Suzy Stride both
took time out to come and read
from classic children’s tales to
s t u d e n t s.

Miss Stride, who read from
Winnie the Pooh, said afterwards:
“It was great to spend time with
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TELLING TALES: Cllr Ian Beckett reads his favourite story to pupils at Holy Cross Primary School
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STORYTIME: Grace, Amelia and
Charlie of Freshwaters

TOP: The best dressed students
at Cook Spinney Primary
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