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IN BRIEF

Giraffe lands at 
Stansted as part 
of terminal work
AIRPORT: 
Giraffe, the 
family-friendly 
high street 
brand, has 
landed at 
Stansted 
Airport 
following the 
opening of  its 
new restaurant 
in the international departure 
lounge. 
It is one of  many new tastes 
joining the menu at Stansted 
as part of  the £80million 
transformation to improve 
services and facilities for 
passengers, the airport said.
Giraffe joins Starbucks, 
Burger King and Leon in the 
international departure 
lounge, along with many more 
to come.

TAKELEY: Callous thieves stole 
a charity box from a business 
premises on Dunmow Road. 
Police said the suspects are 
believed to have climbed a 
perimeter fence at the rear of  
the premises and forced open a 
door between 4.50am-4.55am 
on February 23. 
The charity box contained 
approximately £700.

Charity box with £700 
stolen from business

DUNMOW: The rear window of  
a gold Vauxhall Astra was 
shattered by vandals. 
Damage done was estimated to 
be £100. The vehicle was 
parked in Newton Grove and 
damage done between 9pm on 
February 21 and 10.30am the 
following day. It is unclear 
how the window was smashed.

Car’s rear window 
smashed by vandals

Painting of Edwardian 
actress may fetch £40k
STANSTED: A locally-owned oil 
painting featuring one of  the 
best loved stars 
and most 
photographed 
women of  the 
Edwardian era 
is about to go 
under the 
hammer with 
Sworders Fine 
Art Auctioneers, 
in its spring Country House Sale 
next Tuesday. It has an estimate 
of  £30,000-£40,000.  
The portrait by Sir William 
Orpen is of  English actress and 
singer Gertie Millar, born in 
1879, who later married the Earl 
of  Dudley.

Walden-taught 
Sam Smith gets 
two Brit Awards
Saffron Walden-taught interna-
tional music star Sam Smith 
scooped two gongs at last week’s 
Brit Awards.

The 22-year-old, who has won 
worldwide recognition for his 
powerful, evocative songs about 
unrequited love, was taught for 
years by Saffron Walden jazz  
sensation Joanna Eden,  
who lives on Gold Street.

At the awards ceremony on 

 � Sam Smith added 
to his four Grammys 
with two Brit Awards 
scooped at last 
week’s ceremony.

Wednesday last week, the singer, 
who grew up in Great Chishill, 
scooped best British Breakthrough 
Act and the Global Success Award.

The achievements conclude a 
phenomenal February for the 
singer, who also won four Grammy 
Awards last month.

Speaking after that win, Joanna 
said: “I felt so proud. It’s wonderful 
for Sam to have the affirmation of  
the awards – he hears it a lot but to 
have them in one hand is a  
validation of  how good he is.”

Council will 
fly flag for the 
Commonwealth
Uttlesford will be one of  hundreds of  
locations across the world involved in 
a collective expression of  commit-
ment to the Commonwealth next 
week.

Uttlesford District Council, along 
with other local authorities and civic 
dignitaries, community groups and 
charities throughout the British Isles 
and beyond, will be taking part in 
local flag raising events and  
ceremonies of  dedication at  
10am on Monday.

UDC chairman, Cllr Keith Artus, 
will read out a message of  good 
wishes from The Queen, a message 
from Kamalesh Sharma, the 
Secretary-General of  the 
Commonwealth, and then a specially-
written Commonwealth Affirmation 
before raising the Commonwealth 
Flag at full mast outside the council 
offices in Saffron Walden.

Cllr Artus said: “This is a unique 
opportunity to share in a united 
public expression of  commitment to 
the Commonwealth and appreciation 
of  its values. Uttlesford is proud to be 
flying the flag for the Commonwealth 
and to be involved in the 
celebrations.”

This initiative – building on the 
highly successful inaugural events 
held last year – has caught the imagi-
nation of  thousands of  people around 
the world with more than 730 other 
Commonwealth Flags expected to be 
raised in 38 countries. 

 � From left, Kiera Schul, Emily Bowley, Megan Marshall, Kiera Lamont, Hannah 
Begley, Saskia Proud and Sarah Brooks.           Picture: SUBMITTED

Budding journalists are preparing 
for their big day making national 
headlines.

Year 9 and ten gifted and talented 
English students at The Helena 
Romanes School, in Parsonage 
Downs, Great Dunmow, are taking 
part in this year’s BBC School 
Report.

The initiative sees students from 
around the UK working to put 
together news reports against a 
deadline, uploading them to the BBC 
website for the world to see on 
March 19.

The HRS news team have already 
completed two practice runs, cover-
ing topics such as school injections, 
perceptions of  teenagers and the 
dark side of  social media.

Students to become BBC journalists for day

Science hub’s ‘life-saving’ 
work praised by Euro MP 
Uttlesford’s MEP has welcomed the 
“life-saving” work of  Europe’s  
largest DNA sequencing centre.

On Friday, Richard Howitt paid a 
visit to the Wellcome Trust Sanger 
Institute in Hinxton ahead of  Rare 
Disease Day, to find out more about 
the work being done to help diagnose 
rare diseases.

The MEP for Essex was taken 
around the institute and learned 
about the pioneering project on 
Deciphering Developmental 
Disorders (DDD) – a study which 
aims to find the genetic cause of  rare 
developmental disorders using the 
latest sequencing technologies.

“Living with a rare disease can be 

difficult, distressing and lonely,” 
said Mr Howitt, a Labour politician.

“And that is why I have been lead-
ing the charge for the European 
Union to help improve awareness of  
rare diseases and make sure infor-
mation and medical help is shared 
across European borders so no 
British child is left to suffer without 
help.

“Labour in Europe has success-
fully brought in measures which will 
reduce the amount of  time and 
money needed to conduct trials 
which are vital for rare diseases. 

“I’m delighted to visit the Sanger 
Institute to see and learn about all 
the life-saving work they do.”

Mr Howitt was taken round the 
institute by head of  sequencing, 
Tony Cox, who shared some of  his 
knowledge on the process of  
sequencing DNA, and showed the 
MEP the machines which can now 
compute a human genome in just 
three days.

The DDD study involves 12,000 
families, and has already discovered 
12 new genetic disorders, as well as 
diagnosed 500 children. 

Visit ddduk.org for more informa-
tion about the study.
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 � MEP  for Essex 
Richard Howitt at 
the Sanger Institute  
in Hinxton.  
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  I am delighted to 
visit the Sanger 
Institute to see and 
learn about all the 
life-saving work they do

MEP Richard Howitt


