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By Elizabeth Reeve
e l i z a b e t h . re e v e @ h e r t s e s s e x n e w s . c o . u k

BUDDING young journalists at
Helena Romanes School (HRS) in
Dunmow are preparing for their
big day making national
h e a d l i n e s.

The Year 9 and 10 gifted and
talented English students at the
Parsonage Downs secondary are
taking part in this year’s BBC
School Report.

The initiative sees students
around the country working to
put together news reports against
a deadline, uploading them to the
BBC website for the world to see,
on Saturday.

Pr actice
The HRS news team have

already completed practice runs,
covering topics such as school
injections, perceptions of teen-
agers and the dark side of social
media.

HRS English teacher Sara Tulk
said: “The students are looking
forward to perfecting and adding
to the news page on the school
website as part of this enrichment
p ro j e c t . ”

Richard Murrell, BBC World
News director, spent a day at HRS

Web news from
the classroom
on the BBC site
Budding journalists are ready to report

talking to students about his
organisation and inspiring them
to ask probing, difficult questions
to get the best stories.
■ YEAR 8 students at HRS are
spreading the anti-smoking and
anti-drinking message to their
peers. They are working on the
topic in their personal, social,
health and economic (PSHE)
cl a s s e s.

It comes after Pam Jackson, the
s ch o o l ’s PSHE co-ordinator, atten-
ded a Trading Standards Institute
launch at the Houses of Parlia-
ment to learn more about the
org anisation’s Create a Campaign
competition. The nationwide ini-

tiative invites young people to
come up with a campaign to com-
bat illegal underage sales and
help to prevent the use of tobacco
and alcohol by children.

Pam said: “The students will be
asked to look at it from their
perspective and to consider what
they would do or say to encourage
people not to smoke or drink.

“Last year, these students
looked at healthy eating and exer-
cise and the choices they make, so
this is the next step on from that.
We will take the best idea, develop
it and use it around school.”

The winning school will receive
a £1,000 prize in July.

REPORTING THE NEWS: Helena Romanes students, from left, Kiera
Schul, Emily Bowley, Megan Marshall, Kiera Lamont, Hannah Begley,
Saskia Proud and Sarah Brooks

A TEENAGER who got
maximum marks in her
International Baccalaureate
Diploma at Hockerill Anglo-
European College in Bishop’s
Stortford last summer has
received another honour.

Kristin Barrett, from Stansted,
scored 45 points in the 2014 exam
– a mark reached by fewer than
0.1 per cent of IB candidates
wo rl dw i d e.

E xc e l l e n c e
Now she has been presented

with an Excellence Award by the
Royal Geograghical Society,
which recognises and celebrates
the hard work and success of
students who achieve the highest
marks in their chosen course.

Hockerill principal Richard
Markham said: “We are
absolutely delighted for Kristin.
I would like to congratulate her
and thank the staff who worked
with her to make these
achievements possible.”

Steve Brace, the RGS’s head of
education and outdoor learning,
said: “The pupils receiving these
awards have all demonstrated
their excellent understanding of
geography as a subject and how
it can inform us about the world
we live in. Their exceptional
marks highlight their ability as
geographers, as well as the high-
quality teaching that takes place
in their schools.”

Kristin receives a certificate
and cash prize.

Bacc’s the way to do it:
Kristin’s perfect score

AWA R D : Kristin Barrett, right, with fellow Hockerill student Freya
Lawson last summer when the International Baccalaureate Diploma
programme results were announced

DINOSAUR WEEK: Peter Ta'Bois, aka ‘Dino Man’, with, from left, lndia, Kaitlyn, Euan, Eleanor, Jenson and Thomas in front of a dimetrodon

Go Further. Challenge Yourself.
Do more, try more and learn more with your local Army Cadets.

The Army Cadets is one of the UK’s biggest and best youth organisations.

From rock climbing and mountain biking to target shooting and going on camps,

your time as a cadet will be packed with fun, friendship, action and adventure.

If you are aged between 12 and 18 fnd out more by visiting: armycadets.com
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