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Dance stars raise funds for air ambulance

Academy wins
£50,000 pupil
pr emium prize
School’s efforts recognised at awards ceremony
William Mata
william.mata@hertsessexnews.co.uk

A HARLOW secondary school has
been handed £50,000 in recogni-
tion of its efforts in helping dis-
advantaged pupils.

Burnt Mill Academy, in First
Avenue, is one of only seven
schools in the east of England to
receive a cash prize in the 2015
Pupil Premium Awards.

As regional finalists in the sec-
ondary school category, Burnt
Mill was awarded a share of the
£4m total awarded nationally.

It was nominated for its
achievements in raising the
attainment of disadvantaged
pupils and closing the gap on their
p e e r s.

Burnt Mill, which was one of 27
schools to reach the finals, will
use the money to provide dis-
advantaged students with even
more opportunities

Helena Mills, head of Burnt

Mill Academy Trust, said: “I was
delighted to receive recognition
for all we do at Burnt Mill to
ensure children who don’t have
the same advantages as others get
the chance to really succeed.

“The Government gives us
additional funding for children
who are on free school meals
already and we use this as a way of

ensuring they can get tutored,
reading books and go on trips,
things sometimes their families
may not be able to afford.

“As a free school meal child
myself, I know what it is like to
want to do something but not be
able to afford it. It is the reason we
insist here at Burnt Mill that
every child gets the opportunity
to learn how to play a musical
instrument, go on at least one trip
abroad and get tutoring if they
need it.”

Deputy Prime Minister Nick
Clegg, who presented the prizes to
the schools at a ceremony in Lon-
don, said: “It is a huge injustice
that in 21st century Britain a
ch i l d ’s success or failure is often
determined by their parents’
income or social class.

“T hat’s why the pupil premium
is so important. This year alone
we have provided £2.5bn of fund-
ing to help almost two million
youngsters go further.”

DELIGHTED: Helena Mills

ENVIRONMENTAL health offic-
ers have given a children’s indoor
play centre the all-clear after a
dead rat was found on the
premises at the weekend.

Wild ‘n’ Wacky, near Harlow
Town station in Edinburgh Gate,
was closed for four days after Sat-
u rd ay ’s discovery so that the
premises could undergo a deep
cl e a n .

Customers who had booked
parties which were cancelled
have been offered a full refund
and a free re-booking for the
i n c o nve n i e n c e.

The centre reopened yesterday
(Wednesday) with a Frozen-themed
party which was sold out.

Centre manager Amanda Cotta
said: “We are doing everything we

can to maintain the best possible
practice. We know it has been
disappointing for the children but
we do needed to deal with this
without any children in the build-
ing.

“The rat issue is outside and it
is causing several sites in the area
a problem. However, we would not
open if I was not satisfied the
problem was eliminated inside
the centre. The cleaners have
worked very hard to put things
right.”

Ms Cotta said that before the
incident pest control officers had
made three visits to inspect the
premises. Several precautionary
measures were taken to eliminate
the threat, including laying down
poison in areas inaccessible to

adults and children.
However, when the rat was dis-

covered on Saturday the owners
felt they had no choice but to
temporarily close the building

“We have thrown away the sofas
where the rat was found and have
done everything that could be
expected,” said Mrs Cotta. “We
took this very seriously.”

After the incident was reported
on the centre’s Facebook page the
response from the public was, in
the main, positive with parents
complementing the standards of
cl e a n l i n e s s.

Earlier this year Wild ‘n’ Wack y
was named runner-up in the best
party venue or entertainer cat-
egory of the annual Primary
Times Essex Star Awards.

Children’s indoor play centre given the
all-clear after customer finds dead rat

STRICTLY Air Ambulance scored a perfect 10 as
TV dancers James and Ola Jordan took on the role
of judges at a fundraiser for the Essex Air
A m bu l a n c e.

An audience of 900 people watched as six
couples took to the dance floor at Charter Hall in
Colchester for Friday’s glitzy event.

During the evening, which was hosted by Heart
FM presenter Su Harrison, James performed two

routines with his professional dance partner Lisa
We l h a m .

The six couples each performed two routines – a
ballroom dance followed by a jive-a-thon in which
they all took part at the same time following a set
criteria laid down by the judges. The overall
champions were Tom Woollard and Rosie Ward.

The evening raised £5,700 for the Essex Air
A m bu l a n c e.
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