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A PRIMARY school found a novel
way to combine a learning exer-
cise with raising money for char-
ity over a six-week period.

Kisses4Kids gave pupils at
Churchgate Primary School, Har-
low, a pound to invest in a money-
making scheme and any funds
raised were donated back to the
ch a r i t y.

Over the six weeks fundraising
activities included a bake sale, a
popcorn karaoke bar and a mini
Olympics, and in total raised
£1,151 for the charity. Harlow MP
Robert Halfon visited the school
once it completed the project to
present a cheque to the charity.

Quids4Kids, the brainchild of
Kisses4Kids trustee Sara Evans,
ran from January 23 until March
6, with Year 6 pupils marking the
end of the events with a crazy hair
d ay.

Deputy headteacher Miss Huke

said: “We are really proud and
excited because the children
worked really hard in organising
events. It was an excellent way to
make money for charity and a
great way to allow the children to
learn about responsibility.”

Learning and
fundraising
side by side

HANDOVER: Harlow MP Robert Halfon presents the cheque to Kisses
4Kids, watched by Churchgate Primary School pupils

Four heads are better than two...
THE achievements and progress
of pupils at a Harlow primary
school are to be driven forward
by a leadership reshuffle.

Cooks Spinney Primary
deputy headteacher Stuart Pope
has been promoted to the post of
headteacher. He has appointed
three assistant heads of school to
support him in his new role.

Amy Dias, existing assistant
head, now takes on
responsibility for Key Stage Two,
while new assistant head Jenni
Elliott is responsible for Key
Stage One after being promoted
from lead practitioner.

Francesca Harris, who was a

Reception class teacher, becomes
assistant head with
responsibility for the early years
and foundation pupils.

Mr Pope said: “It’s great to
have people who are already
committed to the school and
trusted and respected by the
school community taking on
active roles in developing
standards. It helps to keep some
c o n s i s t e n cy.

“It’s a really exciting time. We
are starting to get the right
people in the right places so we
can make a real difference.

“We are hoping this will be the
best year Cooks Spinney has
ever seen. We want to do
something that we are proud of
and for 2015 to be the year
everything changed.”

NEW TEAM: From left, Amy Dias,
Jenni Elliott, Stuart Pope and Fra-
ncesca Harris

Two years on, a language
centre is talk of the town
AN ever-expanding language
school in Harlow is celebrating
its second anniversary by
thanking those who supported
its rags-to-riches success.

In just two years the Prestige
Language School in West Road
has grown from an initial
intake of just four students to
become the town’s leading
English learning centre with 55
s t u d e n t s.

It has three full-time teachers
who hold multiple daily classes.

Two years ago Prestige was
just the vision of teacher and
business manager Marta Sturt,
who approached enterprise
commission NWES for support
in setting up the school in
March 2013.

“I decided that summer 2013
was the best time to give the
language school a go as my
maternity leave was coming to
an end,” she said.

“I spent a lot of time trying to
create interest but it was very
difficult to gain people’s trust
and, as a result, on the first day
of the new courses I had only
four students signed up.

“When it first started I
wondered if it was going to
succeed, but then through word
of mouth the business
snowballed and started really
growing. My students enjoyed
the lessons and it spread from
t h e re.

“I now work alongside two
other teachers. We have classes
every day with some days more
than one class.

“The school is growing in
strength with each month and I
can see a very bright future for
it.”

Mrs Sturt was born in Poland
but moved to Manchester 11
years ago as part of a student
exchange. She moved to Harlow
after getting married.

“The students are mainly
eastern European from Poland
and Latvia but we’ve also had
some from Bangladesh,” she
said. “The uniqueness of the
school lies in the courses
offered – we are the only
organisation in the area that
offers Cambridge English exam
pre paration.”

Mrs Sturt thanked NWES for
its “ir replaceable” support and
also the Star for helping her
achieve her goals.

“My piece of advice to
whoever is thinking of starting
their business would simply be
to never give up on their
d re a m s, ” she added. “T hey
really do come true.”

LISTEN WITH MARTA: Marta Sturt teaching the advanced class

ON TOP FORM: Marta Sturt
with teachers Marjorie

McClary (centre)
and Agata Badke


