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ED U C AT I O N

BISHOP’S Stortford Collge’s Year
2 pre-prep school pupils travelled
back to the 1940s for a history
lesson.

Their hall was transformed
into a Second World War
classroom, and at lunchtime the
youngsters ate rationed food,
with several tucking into tinned
spam.

A group of 11 parents got into
the spirit of the era and
recreated a village scene, playing
shopkeepers ranging from
grocers to cobblers.

The children carried their gas
masks and warily listened out
for the air raid siren while
shopping with their ration
b o o k s.

I nvo l ve d
A spokesman said: “One

parent commented that their
child was so involved in their
40’s persona that they refused to
eat their modern cereal brand!

“It was not only fascinating
hearing the children talk about
rationing, but also the adults
remembering family stories
from that time. It was a
wonderful day and experience,
bringing history and learning to
l i f e. ”

Strong new head
has nothing but
praise for pupils
Councillors say school is on the up
By Sinead Holland
sinead.holland@hertsessexnews.co.uk

S TA N S T E D ’S Forest Hall School
welcomed Sir Alan Haselhurst,
U t t l e s fo rd ’s Tory General Elec-
tion candidate, and fellow Con-
servative, Essex county
councillor Ray Gooding, for an
update on progress.

The veteran politician, who has
served the Saffron Walden con-
stituency since 1977, and the
authority’s cabinet member for
education and lifelong learning
spent a morning with staff and
s t u d e n t s.

Chang es
They were joined by Lyn

Wright, county educational excel-
lence commissioner, as they dis-
covered the changes being made
at the school following its inclu-
sion in the Burnt Mill Co-oper-
ative Academy Trust (BMAT) in
Febr uary.

Newly-appointed head Stephen
Hehir invited the visitors to
present certificates of commend-
ation at the end-of-term celebra-
tion assembly before taking a tour
of the school.

He said: “Students at Forest
Hall have excellent behaviour, are

focused on their learning and
aspire to achieve not only their
best but the highest awards.

“I’m proud to be the head of this
school and it’s a privilege to show-
case to outside visitors just how
successful students at Forest Hall
School really are.”

The visitors were told of the
immediate success of the new hol-
iday revision sessions and Sat-
urday school, and spoke with
students in drama, maths and
English lessons.

Sir Alan has had a long rela-
tionship with the school, offi-
cially opening its extension and
rededicating a block after it
suffered flood damage in 2005.

This was his first visit since 2009,
h oweve r.

He said: “The school has had a
long and sad history, which has
been such a shame. I cannot
become an expert on the school
after just a couple of hours, but I
can already feel there’s a differ-
ence here.

“The school is on the up – t h at ’s
the message people need to hear.
As I knock on doors over the
coming weeks, I shall be telling
people what I have seen here
t o d ay. ”

Behaving well
Cllr Gooding, who has not been

to the school for a couple of years,
said: “What we have seen here
today is really impressive. Stu-
dents are really paying attention
in lessons and behaving well.

“I’ve been behind the trust and
its plans from the beginning. It’s a
really good chance for the school
to move forward and do what we
have wanted it to do for a very
long time.”

Helena Mills, head of BMAT
schools in Harlow, said: “I’m
delighted Mr Hehir is providing
such strong leadership, which is
definitely beginning to impact on
the children at Forest Hall.”

IMPRESSED: Sir Alan, centre,
and Ray Gooding with Mr Hehir

PEACE Puzzle was the title of
the Primary Schools Music
Festival held at Rhodes in
Bishop’s Stortford.

In all, 14 schools performed
over four nights, with more
than 120 children taking part
each evening.

In the first half, students had
an opportunity to showcase a
project they had been working
on. Audiences were treated to
songs, music, dance, poetry and
poignant drama.

In the second half the
children joined together to
perform Missing Piece, a new
cantata by Jonathan and
Marion Smith commissioned
especially by the schools for the

biennial event.
The audience heard the

children proclaiming the
message that peace begins with
all of us trying to get on with
each other, so the ‘missing
piece’ is us.

The show was produced by
Snap Theatre’s Andy Graham
and the musical director was
Michael Smith, former head of
Summercroft Primary. Each
night was a sell-out.

Mr Smith said: “The children
and staff worked incredibly
hard to showcase an evening of
wonderful singing and drama to
the delight of the audiences. I’m
pleased that the schools in this
area share the vision of quality

arts being brought into
ch i l d re n’s lives.”

The eight Stortford schools
involved – Manor Fields,
Windhill, Summercroft, All
Saints, Thorn Grove, Northgate,
St Michael’s and Thorley Hill –
were joined by
Sawbridgewor th’s Mandeville
and Reedings plus Spellbrook,
High Wych, Little Hadham and
St Andrew’s in Much Hadham.

Students from three Stortford
secondaries – Birchwood High
School, Herts and Essex High
School and The Bishop’s
Stortford High School –
provided live music in the foyer
of Rhodes as the audiences
arrived for the concerts.

Students showcase musical talent
JOINT PROJECT: Pupils on stage at the Primary Schools Music Festival in Bishop’s Stortford

Spam and
sirens day
– back to
the 1940s

SHOPPING: C h i l d re n
experienced what it was like to
deal with rationing

AIR RAID: One boy hiding under the table as sirens go off


