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Have your questions answered 
in the run-up to the election at 
a take on popular political 
panel show Question Time.

A panel of  prospective parlia-
mentary candidates including 
Mike Hibbs (Lib Dem), Peter 
Day (UKIP), Jane Berney 
(Labour)  and Karmel Stannard 

(Green) will be taking ques-
tions in the format of  the David 
Dimbleby show.

 Residents are encouraged to 
meet prospective candidates 
and ask questions on issues 
from housing and planning to 
transport and infrastructure –  
and anything in between. 

The evening is organised by 
grassroots initiative Walden in 
Transition, and kicks off  at the 
Friends Meeting House in 
Saffron Walden at 7.30pm on 
Friday, March 27. 

Entry costs £2 and seats are 
available on a first come first 
serve basis. 

Chance to have your say at Question Time

Plea for more funding 
to help youth centre
Renewed calls have been made to 
find funding for Dunmow’s youth 
centre, after the service was 
reduced to just two volunteers at 
one session every fortnight.

There are fears that young people 
in the town will suffer from the 
changes at the North Street centre, 
where sessions have been reduced 
to just one Friday a fortnight after 
funding was dramatically cut by 
Essex County Council (ECC).

“We have had a youth club in 
Dunmow for a long, long time, 
which has been serving genera-
tions of  Dunmow teenagers for 
years,” said councillor and former 
youth worker Neil Tuttlebury, who 
addressed the town’s annual meet-
ing on Tuesday night on the past, 
present and threatened future of  
the service.

“But we do need a paid member 

of  staff  and the continuity of  paid 
staff  for the young people.”

Linda Barnes, who runs 
Dunmow Youth Centre and has 
worked there and at Stansted Youth 
Centre for the last 18 years, told the 
Broadcast paid staff  were essential 
to keep the service going.  

“Youth work is a very specialised 
field and not everyone’s cup of  tea,” 
she said.

“We are having to patrol and 
police rather than do any work. If  
there are only two of  us there’s not 

so much the opportunity to sit 
down with young people and have 
discussions or help them with any 
problems they have.

“I wouldn’t say it’s good with the 
service we are delivering at the 
moment.”

Ms Barnes added that around 35 
teenagers had attended the club, 
which has been running since the 
1960s, at its last session.

“The numbers have dropped 
because young people are confused 
about whether the sessions will be 
on or not,” she said.

At Stansted Youth Centre, serv-
ices have been increased once 
again to four nights a week, after 
the parish council allotted funding 
to pay for staff  members.

“£9,500 would pay three youth 
workers to open the centre two 
nights a week for 39 weeks,” Ms 
Barnes told the Broadcast.

“If  Stansted Parish Council can 
do it, why can’t Dunmow Town 
Council?”

Phoebe  Cooke
phoebe.cooke@archant.co.uk   If there are only 

two of us there’s 
not as much time to 
help young people 
with any problems 
they have

Linda Barnes, 
Dunmow Youth Centre

Two students from the 
Helena Romanes School in 
Great Dunmow, Laura 
Romain and Harry Nesbitt, 
are through to the regional 
finals of  the Jack Petchey 
Speak Out Challenge.

The challenge helps 
schoolchildren to speak out 
confidently after profes-
sional coaching. The scheme 

is designed to give young 
people in Essex and London 
the skills, confidence and 
motivation for public 
speaking.

Twenty-eight Year 10 
pupils spent a day being 
coached. Each student had to 
present a two-minute speech. 
They received individual 
feedback from trainer, Fiona 

Whytehead, on how they 
could improve. She advised 
them on how to appear more 
confident, how they should 
answer impromptu questions 
and how to stand.

Laura and Harry will go 
on to the next stage of  the 
contest on May 13 at the 
Maltings Academy, in 
Witham, Essex.

Pupils get confident about public speaking
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