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A MOTORIST who spent more
than five years lying to police
after he was caught speeding on
the M11 north of Harlow has been
jailed after admitting perjury and
perverting the course of justice.

Ashley X – who changed his
name by deed poll in 2006 – was
filmed driving his Honda sports
car at 67mph in a 50mph section of
roadwork in December 2009.

He ignored requests from Essex
Police to confirm who was driving
and then claimed it was his cousin
who was at the wheel of the car.

He spent the next five years
fighting the case at six different
courts before he finally he
changed his plea when he
appeared at Ipswich Crown Court
on Thursday.

The court was told he was ini-
tially summonsed for speeding

and for failing to produce driver
details. After three magistrates
court hearings – two at Harlow
and one at Witham – he was found
guilty of failing to provide driver
details

He then faked a letter claiming
it was from the cousin who
wanted to confirm it was him who
had been driving.

Two appeal hearings were held
in 2011 but these were dismissed,
after which X attempted to apply
to the Appeal Court but this was
also rejected.

Undeterred, he then made an
application at Ealing Magistrates
Court in which he claimed he
knew nothing about the Witham
court hearing and in a declaration
denied owning the sports car.

This was investigated by police,
who discovered that X’s cousin

was a friend who never owned the
car and denied writing the letter
admitting he had been the driver.
As a result X was charged with
per jury.

On Thursday judge Martyn
Levett jailed X, from Ealing, for
nine months for intending to per-
vert the course of justice and five
months for perjury, the sentences
to be served concurrently. He was
also ordered to pay costs of
£1,200.

Speaking after the case, PC Roy
Keyes of the Essex Police Casualty
Reduction Team said: “Ashley X
was determined to avoid paying
the £60 fine and having three pen-
alty points on his licence.

“For five years he tried to deny
the offence and committed two
serious offences which ultimately
led to him being sent to prison.”

Driver’s five-year lie that ended in jail
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HARLOW residents joined more
than 38,000 runners and fun-
draisers to take on the Virgin
Money London Marathon on
S u n d ay.

PE teacher Kristina O’Hara
completed the 26.2 mile course in
a time of 3:55:45.

The head of Physical Education
at Harlow’s Burnt Mill Academy
has been keen to run the race for a
few years, but injury and being
selected to play netball for Eng-
land have so far stood in her way.

Miss O’Hara hopes to raise
£1,500 for deafblind charity
S e n s e.

She said: “Running for such a
worthy charity gave me the drive,
motivation and focus to train and
be successful in the marathon. It
was a great experience. I started
out steady and maintained my
pace throughout the race, with
the fastest part of the course being
my last two miles. The crowd were
amazing and really pushed you
through the tough miles."

Inspiring slimmer Ritchie Par-
rott took part in the marathon
after losing 11st in just two
ye a r s.

The 45-year-old from Moorfield,
Harlow, crossed the line in just
under seven hours to help raise
more than £12,000 for Cancer
Research with a group of friends.

His achievement seems even
more remarkable considering in
2012 he weighed in at 27.8 stone

However, he still did not find
the 26.2 mile marathon a walk in
the park.

“It was going well up until
around 15 miles,” he said.

“I felt like I’d had the stuffing
knocked out of me at that point
and I just found I didn’t have any
energy left, I was drained. I don’t
think I’m cut out for a marathon it
is a very long way, but I am proud
to have completed it as it is
something I have always wanted
to do.”

Mr Parrott weight loss journey
began in November 2012 when he
began attending slimming world
s e s s i o n s.

Steve Jack crossed the line at

3:57:38. He wanted to raise
£500 for Harlow homeless char-

ity The Chocolate Run, but ended
up raising more than £800.

He said: “I loved every minute
of the run. I saw Paula Radcliffe at
around mile 13 for me and mile 22
for her. It was a privilege and an
inspiration to be following in her
footste ps.

“The spectators were great and
really lifted me, especially over
the last few miles when I was very
tired. My time was 3:57:38, which
I'm very pleased with. It was my
first marathon, but probably not
my last. I'll definitely be in the
ballot for London next year.

Former The Bishop’s Stortford
High School student Ryan Lan-
ham, 23, who finished in 4:19:40,
was hoping to raise £1,800 for CRY

(Cardiac Risk in the Young) in
memory of two young women who
died as a result of undiagnosed
heart conditions.

Four years ago, Ryan was the
last person to see his Warwick
University housemate, Hannah
Pickering, before she went to
sleep and tragically never woke
up. And when he was at TBSHS,
he was in the year below Caroline
Johnstone, whose memory
inspires music festival Cazfest.

Debbie Bodhanya, a trustee of
St Clare Hospice, finished in
5:56:23. The former nurse was one
of a team of 13 running in aid of
the Hastingwood-based charity.
She was inspired to sign up for
her first marathon in memory of
her father Gerry, who died in
2003.

Putting fitness
to the test with
marathon run
Residents take on 26.2-mile challenge

WE DID IT: Clockwise from top left, Kristina O'Hara, Ritchie Parrott,
Ryan Lanham and Steve Jack

BANK HOLIDAY BONUS
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UP TO 3 YEARS FREE CREDIT. Representative example: Cash price £1549.99. Pay £309.99 deposit. Then pay 36 monthly
installments of £34.44. Total amount payable £1549.99. 0% APR representative. Minimum spend applies. Credit is provided by
Ikano Bank AB (publ) and is available subject to status to UK residents aged 18 or over. Lewis’s acts as a credit intermediary and
only offers credit products for Ikano Bank AB (publ). Ikano Bank is authorised in Sweden by Finansinspektionen, the regulator
for banks in Sweden, and is subject to limited regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority. Ikano Bank is a trading name of the
UK branch of Ikano Bank AB (publ), which is registered with branch number BR016253. The registered office of the UK branch of
Ikano Bank AB (publ) is Waterfront House, Waterfront Plaza, Station Street, Nottingham, NG2 3DQ
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CURTAINS • BLINDS • LINENS • BEDS

UPTO HALF PRICE

SELECTED ITEMS

PLUS UPTO 3YEARS
INTEREST FREE CREDIT

UPTO

EXTRA
PLUS

the easy & affordable way to pay there’s no interest and no hassle!

CHELMSFORD
Riverside Retail Park, Victoria Road, Essex, CM1 1AN
Tel: 01245 259277

EDMONTON
Ravenside Retail Park, Edmonton, N18 3HA
Tel: 020 8803 6353

HARLOW
Princes Gate, Edinburgh Way, Harlow, Essex, Cm20 2Su
Tel: 01279 451 911

Choose from over
a hundred designs & colours

Our trained consultants can
offer guidance & advice in
store

Home visits can be arranged
at a convenient time to suit
you

MADETO MEASURE
CURTAINS, BLINDS &

ACCESSORIES INSTORE

%
OFF50

Double Size

Full size range
available

Tall Display Cabinet

CoffeeTable

Barroca
2 Drawer Platform
Divan Set

Sandringham
Ready Made
Curtains

UP
TO

SOLID OAK FURNITURE
RANGE

%
OFF15

GREATVALUE

WAS£779.99
£623.99

PLUS EXTRA
20%OFF

£382.49

£212.49

RRP£1259.99

RRP£699.99 WAS£449.99

RRP£399.99 WAS£249.99

Constance

Constance Living Room Range

GREATVALUE

WAS£49.99
£24.99

PLUS EXTRA
20%OFF

RRP£104

eg
66 x 54”


