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School tops list 
of nation’s best
Burnt Mill Co-operative Academy 
Trust in Stansted has been named as 
one of  the best in the country for 
student progress at GCSE.

The trust (BMAT), which also has 
five schools in Harlow, has received 
national recognition for the value it 
adds to students’ achievements at 
GCSE.

The Schools, Students and 
Teachers Network, (SSAT) identified 
Burnt Mill after an in-depth look at 
official Department for Education 
data on the state schools in England.

The school is in the top 10 per cent 
for progress made by pupils between 
their Key Stage 2 results at primary 
school and their GCSE results at  
age 16.

Today (Thursday), BMAT is due to 
receive the award at a regional cele-
bration ceremony hosted at Parkside 
Community College, in Cambridge.

Helena Mills, head of  BMAT 
Schools, said: “This accolade is 
further testament to the hard work 
of  our young people and teachers.

“The progress our young people 

make, especially in the context of  
some of  their challenging back-
grounds, continues to be astounding. 
They are therefore setting off  on the 
right path towards tremendous 
future opportunities.”

Sue Williamson, chief  executive 
of  SSAT, said: “Burnt Mill 
Co-operative Academy Trust leads 
the field in improving GCSE 
outcomes for their students. There is 
so much good practice that this 
school could share.

“These results show what can be 
achieved when skilled teachers have 
high expectations and ambition for 
every young person.”

Angela Singer
angela.singer@archant.co.uk These results show 

what can be achieved 
when skilled teachers 
have high expectations 
and ambition for every 
young person

Sue Williamson, 
SSAT chief executive
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Firefighters tackle 
M11 vehicle blaze
STANSTED: The M11 was shut 
for a number of  hours on 
Monday night after a car burst 
into flames following a 
three-vehicle collision. A man, 
woman and child were treated 
on the scene for neck injuries, 
after emergency services were 
called to the southbound 
carriageway near the Stansted 
junction at 9.45pm. The three 
patients were then taken to 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital. 
Fire crews from Saffron 
Walden, Newport and Stansted 
extinguished the car, which 
was fully alight as the fire-
fighters arrived. The fire was 
extinguished by 10.50pm. The 
M11 was still closed at 2am.

GREAT BARDFIELD: Come and 
find out who killed the vicar, 
when the Bardfield Players 
present a murder mystery next 
May 15 and 16. Call the Co-op 
store on 01371 811836 for £10 
tickets, which includes supper. 
The event starts at 7.30pm, 
and a bar will be provided.

Whodunnit? Solve the 
mystery at crime night

Dunmow Rotary club enjoyed  
a St George’s Day lunch at a 
last-minute venue.

Dunmow Day Centre came to 
the rescue of  the club, which 
found itself  without a venue 
for the Thursday lunchtime 
meeting, due to a double 
booking elsewhere. 

Day centre manager and 

rotarian Willie Fraser organ-
ised a two-course lunch with 
coffee for the 30 members in a 
partitioned side room, which 
included a steak and ale pie 
and rice pudding, cooked by 
Mel Inwood and served by 
Willie and Christina Cant, 
chairman of  the day centre 
charity.

Centre rescues St George’s lunch

 � Willie Fraser, left, who came to the rescue of the club, with club president 
Michael Perry.


