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Food poll gives tots
the taste for voting
William Mata
william.mata@hertsessexnews.co.uk

CHILDREN at a nursery school in Harlow
displayed symptoms of the election fever
which has gripped the country when they got
the chance to vote for their favourite meals.

Scribbles Day Nursery, in Kiln Lane, held a
food election on Thursday, with three can-
didates representing their favourite dishes.

After a stirring speech in which she
encouraged her nursery pals to vote for fish
and chips, four-year-old Georgia Edward was
the clear winner with 15 votes.

One of Georgia’s key points that went down
well with the Scribbles electorate was that
fish and chips can be eaten with your fin-
g ers.

The runner-up was Daniel Rowe who
gained 12 votes for for roast dinners while in
third place was Olivia Grant, whose support
for spaghetti bolognaise won her six votes.

Nursery manager Leslie Seville said that
before arriving at the nursery Georgia had
been to a polling station with her father and
afterwards with her granddad to experience
the voting process.

“It got quite competitive in the end and the
children got very excited,” said Miss Seville.
“They learned new words, about the import-
ance of voting and what it means to go to the
ballot box.

“We taught them very simply about demo-
cracy and how rules are made. Georgia was
campaigning with the colour blue, so maybe
that was telling.”

Fish and chips the most popular with nursery kids

PUPILS at Freshwaters
Primary Academy are
making friends in
various parts of the
world with a new penpal
cor respondence.

Year 1 children at the
School Lane primary
sent off letters to Dublin
while Year 3 and 4 pupils
d i s p at ch e d
correspondence to
Barcelona. Both groups
have now received their
first letters back.

Year 3 and 4 teacher
Clara Breakwell, said:
“We had already written
to our penpals in
Spanish, introducing
ourselves and telling
them about our school
and our families. In
their replies the Spanish
children asked us about
our favourite hobbies
and subjects at school.

“Some of the children

were pleased to discover
they shared similar
interests, with some
delighted to find out
their penpals like
Minecraft.

“Writing to Spanish
children has been a
great opportunity for

our children to
understand the practical
importance of learning a
language and they are
constantly keen to learn
new vocabulary which
will help them with
their letters to their
Spanish friends.”

Red letter day for penpal pupils

School helps to build ‘lifelong friendships’
STAFF at a Harlow primary
school are taking a different
approach to tackle bullying.

Instead of traditional anti-
bullying work, Cooks Spinney
Primary is focusing its attention
on a more positive friendship-
building campaign which aims
to create lifelong friendships.

During a recent friendship
week children from nursery
through to Year 6 completed
tasks and challenges together.

At the end of the week the
whole school came together to
form a giant circle and do a
celebratory Mexican wave.

Head of school Stuart Pope
said: “We wanted the week to be
positive. Instead of telling the
children what not to do, it was
about promoting friendship and
caring about each other.

“We had nursery children
working with Year 5 which saw

children mixing with those they
wo u l d n’t normally.

“We want to establish
relationships across the whole
school which last long into the
future, but also for the younger
children to not be nervous of
wh at ’s to come as they move

through the school and to feel
included in the school
c o m m u n i t y. ”

The friendship week, which
saw children take part in
activities such as tag team races,
was such a success, it will now
be an annual event.

Official opening for new tots’ academy
A NEW pre-school for two year olds has been
officially opened.

Pear Tree Mead Academy opened its doors
to 16 toddlers entitled to free school funding
on April 20 but waited a couple of weeks to
hold a traditional ribbon-cutting ceremony.

The pre-school has four full-time staff and
runs for 15 hours a week, with government
funding being used to convert a former
cl a s s ro o m .

Academy headteacher Christine Peden
said: “We wanted to celebrate and let people
know that we have a new provision for two
year olds.

“So far it has been lovely and children
have settled in and established relationships
with the four key workers. It is lovely to see
the children settling into the routines of the
p re - s ch o o l . ”

She added: “We wanted to hold this official
opening to celebrate and thank all of the
staff who helped along the way and parents
who helped deal with flat-pack furniture.”

WRITE ON: Top, Year 3 and 4 pupils Isabelle Rich-
ardson, Sophie Edwards, Tushar Chowdhury and
Bailey Johnson. Above, Year 1s Erin Hartley-Smith,
Emma-Leigh Batten and Grace Reeves

VOTE WINNERS: Daniel Rowe and Georgia Edward with the voting papers


