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ED U C AT I O N

FOR the third year running,
Year 9 expressive and
performing arts students at
Birchwood High School in
Bishop’s Stortford have
performed and exhibited work to
friends and family.

The week of creativity kicked
off with an art exhibition in the
Birchwood Development Centre.
Works on display ranged from
tonal drawings to lino printing
to biography book covers.

The next day, dance students
presented work inspired by
Alice’s Adventures in
Wo n d e rl a n d .

The following evening focused
on music, showcasing ensemble
work the students had been
developing. Performances
included covers of songs by
George Ezra, Ed Sheeran and
Stor tford’s own Sam Smith.

On the final evening, drama
students presented work that
included Arbeit Macht Frei, The
Disappeared, The White Feather,
The Smile, Teechers and The
Black Hearted Villain.

A Birchwood spokeswoman
said: “It never ceases to surprise
us how confident and creative

BALLOON modelling, hula
hooping and magic tricks were
just three of the fun activities
children from Felsted and Great
Bardfield primary schools tried
during a visit by author Tamsyn
Mur ray.

Tamsyn talked to more than
100 Year 5 and 6 pupils about her
new book, Completely Cassidy,
and led a workshop of activities.

Her latest book features
Cassidy Bond and her search for
her particular talent, something
that will make her stand out
from everyone else.

Lawrence Garside, head ofEGG-CITING: The dinosaur ‘egg’ is on a roll at Hillmead Primary

AUTHOR VISIT: Tamsyn Murray with children from Felsted and Great
Bardfield primary schools

Author had
tricks up
her sleeve

Felsted Primary, said: “T he
children really enjoyed it.”

Tamsyn also signed copies of
her book.

INSPIRING: Author Tamsyn
Murray with Jess

including Stortford mayor Cllr
Diane Hollebon.

The show spotlighted an ini-
tiative in which the school teamed
up with the town’s Snap Theatre
group. Trained actors worked
with the children on a variety of
literacy projects, encouraging
them to write and perform stories
like those from Greek mythology
in their own words and inter-
pretations, with singing, dancing,
poetry and acting.

Deputy head Michelle Shenston
said: “We ’re all very proud of
what the children have achieved
over the past few months.

“It’s been great to see all the
children involved and be inspired
to read, write and show off their
creative sides.”

LITERACY: Andy Graham from
Snap Theatre works with the
children at Hillmead Primary

on an unusually prehistoric twist for Hillmead pupils

A showcase for students' talents

ROLE PLAY: A scene from the
show

AT Forest Hall Academy in
Stansted, students stepped Back
to the 80s for their school show.

Audiences were treated to a
lively extravaganza of music,
nostalgia and fun.

They were encouraged to sing
along to foot-tapping 1980s
classics such as Footloose,
Walking on Sunshine and I’ve
Had The Time Of My Life.

The cast included students
from across the school, Years 7 to
11, who acted out the fun,
heartbreak, loves and loneliness

of growing up – all to the
backdrop of 1980s music.

Siobhan White, the school’s
head of expressive arts, said:
“We joined the 1989 graduating
class of William Ocean High
School, as they lived their final
senior year, through the eyes of
narrator Corey Palmer Senior.”

Children from Forest Hall’s
feeder primary schools got a first
glimpse of the show at a matinee
performance. This was followed
by two shows over two evenings
for parents and friends.

’80s show’s a real hit with audiences

our students are. It’s lovely to
see them so engaged and focused
and keen to do well.”
■ Budgeting, bills and life away
from home were on the agenda
for Year 12 Birchwood students
as part of a workshop run by
Leonie Maddin from Herts
Young Homeless.

Students learned about what

sort of bills they can expect to
pay when they leave home, how
much they are likely to be and
other aspects of living on their
own. They were also given a task
of working out a potential budget
.

One Year 12 student said: “It
scares me how much I’ll have to
do for myself.”

SHOW TIME: Students take part in a drama performance at
B i rc h w o o d
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