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AN academy trust that looks
after five schools in Harlow has
been recognised for its work on
student progress at GCSE.

Burnt Mill Co-operative
Academy Trust was honoured by
SSAT, the Schools, Students and
Teachers Network, which used
Department of Education data to
identify the state-funded schools
making improvements.

As a result, the trust has
qualified for a SSAT Educational
Outcomes Award by being in the
top ten per cent of schools
nationally for progress made by
pupils between their key stage 2
results at primary school and
their GCSE results at age 16.

Awa rd
Representatives from the trust

have been invited to receive the
award at a regional celebration
ceremony hosted by SSAT at
Parkside Community College, in
Cambridge, on May 7.

The trust looks after
Freshwaters Primary Academy,
Roydon Primary, Cook Spinney
Primary and Little Parndon
Primary, Burnt Mill Academy
and Forest Hall Academy in
Stansted. Sue Williamson, chief
executive of SSAT, said: "Burnt
Mill Co-operative Academy
Trust should be congratulated
for their exceptional
achievement. They have proved
themselves to be leading the field
in improving GCSE outcomes for
their students.”

William Mata
william.mata@hertsessexnews.co.uk

THE parents of a Freshwaters
Academy pupil have raised £300
for the hospital that helped save
their six-year-old son’s life.

Year 1 pupil Alfie Hunt was
found to have an enlarged heart
and liver when he was just two
weeks old. He was diagnosed with
critical aortic value stenosis – a
narrowing of the aortic valve –
and had been in and out of hos-
pital for much of his life.

Fa u l t y
Last summer Alfie underwent

open heart surgery to replace the
faulty valve. He was in hospital
for five days to have the surgery
and off school for just three
we e k s.

The replacement should last
him eight to 10 years after which
it will be replaced with an adult
va l ve.

Alfie, who lives with his mum

Cheryl and dad Mark, twin sister
Grace and four older brothers, is
now as lively as any other six-
ye a r- o l d .

Mrs Hunt said she first became
worried about Alfie when he
became grey and floppy at just two
weeks old and was rushed to hos-
pital.

She said: “The doctors were so
calm, I was pretty laid back when
they told us what was wrong; I
d i d n’t take it in. They said we
would need to go to the Royal
Brompton Hospital and I assumed
they meant as a follow-up appoint-
ment with the heart specialists.

“It wasn’t until the children’s
acute transport service arrived
and started working quickly to
transfer Alfie, I realised how bad

Alfie’s parents
repay medics
for saving him
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the situation was.
Mr Hunt added: “Alfie’s arteries

were rapidly closing and he had a
diseased heart valve. He had a
balloon inserted through his
groin to his heart to stretch the
aorta. He also almost lost his
bowel as it had not been getting
enough oxygen or blood.”

Actions
“Alfie is only here today

because of the quick actions of the
Royal Brompton.”

Alongside the Freshwaters gov-
erning parent body Parent, Cham-
pions, Mr and Mrs Hunt held a
coffee morning to raise £272.10 for
Royal Brompton hospital.

Head of school Marios Solom-
onides said: “Anyone who helps
our pupils in any way deserves
our support and that is why our
coffee morning was in aid of the
Royal Brompton Hospital. It also
highlights to our pupils the won-
derful work doctors and nurses do
day in and day out.”

GRATEFUL: Alfie Hunt, who needed open heart surgery, with his twin
sister Grace and parents Mark and Cheryl
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You love your ŠKODA. We love your ŠKODA. That’s why, when we’re done with the
fixing, it’s down with the tools and up with the sleeves to give your pride and joy the
care it deserves with a full wash and vac. We leave it with that brand-spanking-new
feeling… and you with the warm fuzzy one you had when your eyes first met.

ŠKODA. Servicing with added value.

For ŠKODA vehicles 3 years (from first MOT) up to 10 years old, excluding V6 models. Simply Fixed is available to customers at participating ŠKODA retailers only. All prices are (where applicable) inclusive of standard parts, labour, oil and VAT
and come with a two-year parts and labour warranty. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Further terms and conditions apply, please ask your ŠKODA retailer for details.

Spirit ŠKODA Edinburgh Way, Harlow, Essex CM20 2ED

01279 905673 www.spiritskoda.co.uk

FIT AS A FIDDLE
INSIDE AND OUT...
AND CLEAN AS A
WHISTLE TO MATCH.

FIT AS A FIDDLE
INSIDE AND OUT...
AND CLEAN AS A
WHISTLE TO MATCH.

MOT
Available only on the UK mainland

All models £39

Minor service
Every 12 months or 10,000 miles

All models £139

Brake fluid change

All models £49


