
Funky fingers get the thumbs up from pupils
CHILDREN at Freshwaters
Academy in Harlow are having
fun developing their writing
skills by taking part in a series
of ‘funky fingers’ e xe rc i s e s.

The youngsters in the school’s
nursery and reception classes
have been holding the daily 10-
minute classes which have been
designed to improve fine motor
s k i l l s.

Teacher Tiia Sutherland said:
“They are given tasks to
complete such as seeing how
many pompoms they can move
from pot to pot using tweezers,
how many elastic bands they can
put around a paint bottle or how
quickly they can fill a skewer
with beads and then empty it
ag ain.

“The sessions are always done

to music with a strong rhythm
or beat and when the music
starts the children are engaged
with their Funky Fingers
a c t iv i t i e s. ”

The activities are changed
every week and each day the
children try a different activity
in groups.

“They love their funky finger
s e s s i o n s, ” said Ms Sutherland.

Schools taking a
lead in training
Partnership aims to solve staff shortages

PARENTS are being invited to
join in the fun with their
children when a Harlow nursery
opens its doors for an experience
day on Saturday.

Kiddi Caru, in Kiln Lane, will
be staging various activities
including sensory play sessions,
French lessons and pizza
making. Visitors will also be able
to enjoy lasagne prepared by the
on-site cook.

Nursery manager Vania
Farinha said: “Our door is
always open to parents but we
like to have special days
throughout the year when they
can come in and get a real feel
for what their children do here.”

The nursery will be open
between 10.30am and 1pm.

A SCHOOL in Harlow is one of three in west Essex
co-ordinating a training programme at both
primary and scondary levels which aims to provide
“local teachers for local schools”.

Burnt Mill Academy along with the Davenant
Foundation School at Loughton and St.John’s
Primary School in Buckhurst Hill are the lead
schools in the West Essex Teaching School Alliance
(WETSA) which was set up to share outstanding
practice, raise standards and train new teachers.

The partnership of eight west Essex secondary
schools – which also includes St. Mark’s, Stewards ,
and Passmores – has already been successful in
attracting applicants who train and are then
employed by the school.

The three lead schools are now recruiting recruit-
ing locally for the School Direct Programme in
response to a critical shortage of teachers in sub-
jects such as mathematics, science, modern foreign
languages, computing, technology and geography.

The Government identified a number of “shor t-
age subjects” and these now attract either bursaries
or a salary grant depending on the subject and class
of degree.

Before starting their training the participants
must gain experience in schools as teaching assist-

ants, cover supervisors or in some other classroom
c ap a c i t y.

They then work with Hibernia College UK using a
combination of methods including online provision,
in-school training and mentoring supported by an
external tutor with subject expertise.

The strength of the partnership has been recog-
nised by the National College of Teaching and
Leadership, with numbers taking part doubling
from 12 to 25 in the past two years.

There are currently 20 teachers allocated to the
eight schools for 2015-2016

The primary school training, which is being led
by St. John’s and Burnt Mill is organised differently.
Currently there are 17 trainees in primary schools
across the area with that number expected to
increase to 28 in 2015-2016.

All of the 2013-2014 trainees found jobs and so far
21 of the current 25 have secured employment locally
from September.

Chris Seward, headteacher of Davenant School,
said: “All headteachers in west Essex are concerned
about recruitment of teaching staff into the area
and, consequently, we want to attract good people
into starting their careers in our schools and,
therefore, give us more supply in the years ahead.”

Nursery prepares
for experience day

A SCIENCE show which
transformed experiments into a
fun and interactive learning
experience entertained children
at Mandeville Primary in
Sawbridgewor th.

The theme was air and
featured experiments involving

tornado tubes, flash paper and a
wind bag.

Holly Tetlow, the school’s
science leader, said: “T he
children absolutely loved the
show and were wowed by the
experiments designed to spark
their imagination and curiosity.”

The appliance of science
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