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IN BRIEF

Canine power to 
oppose developer
THAXTED: Canines and their 
owners exercised their right to 
protest at a Paws Off  Thaxted 
dog walk last weekend. On the 
walk, campaign group Hands 
Off  Thaxted (HOT) visited the 
controversial site put forward 
for development for 70 houses 
on Sampford Road. “The 
medieval town of  Thaxted is 
under siege,” said a spokes-
man for the group. “Thaxted is 
facing an expansion of  nearly 
400 houses over three years. 
Needless to say residents and 
dogs are barking mad.”

DUNMOW: A school’s new book 
club is growing by the week.
Forest Hall School, in Forest 
Hall Road, Stansted, launched 
the club to encourage students 
to read for pleasure. The 
school, now part of  the Burnt 
Mill Co-operative Academy 
Trust, is on a mission to push 
students to achieve their full 
potential, with reading being 
one of  the keys to achieving it.

Enthusiasm for book 
club speaks volumes

Head rules out 
school takeover
Felsted School has ruled out buying 
the FKS school, which this month 
made a sudden announcement of  
closure.

In a statement, Felsted’s head Dr 
Michael Walker said he was saddened 
to hear the news but it would not be 
taken over by Felsted.

The owner of  FKS, in Braintree 
Road, Felsted, Valerie Lipman, told 
staff  and parents over the Easter 
Holidays that the private primary 
school would close in July.

It was founded by Mrs Lipman’s 
mother, Ida in 1957 and at one time 
was known as Mrs Lipman’s School, 
then Felsted Kindergarten School.

Staff  and parents both told the 
Broadcast they were shocked and 
there was a rush of  parents to phone 
round other private schools seeking 
places for their children.

Dr Walker said: “We send our 
sincere sympathies to everyone at 
FKS.

“This must have been and contin-
ues to be, a very difficult time for the 
whole school community.

“Such news also significantly 
affects our village and the wider 
community.

“We have valued our relationship 
with FKS over many years and would 
like to do whatever we can realisti-
cally undertake to help  in  this  
exceptional  situation.

“We understand that current FKS 
parents will be very anxious about 
seeking places for their children in 
another school for the next academic 
year. 

“However, we must also be realis-
tic about places we currently have 
available at Felsted Preparatory 
School, where in most years we have 
very limited spaces available. 

“This is in a context where overall 
the school is larger than it has ever 
been and as such we unfortunately 
do not have any physical space to 
expand by putting on additional 
classes in any year group. 

“The governors have no plans for 
any involvement in the running of  
FKS or for the use of  its buildings, as 
each school is so different in its 
education and ethos.

“If  any FKS parent feels it would 
be helpful, we would encourage them 
to contact our preparatory school.”

Angela Singer
editor@dunmow-broadcast.co.uk

Students are on target to 
retain a national sporting 
title. Ten pupils from Helena 
Romanes School in Great 
Dunmow travelled to Oxford 
for the first leg of  the National 
Schools Challenge in clay 
pigeon shooting. The team, 
named School of  The Year in 
the sport last year, took the 

title by 14 clays, with the B 
team taking third place. Clay 
club organiser Neal Wilcox 
said: “All of  our students were 
a huge credit to the school. 
There is one more leg of  the 
competition in May; hopefully 
we can take this as well to 
retain our national title for 
the third consecutive year.”

Students shoot for the stars

 � Helena Romanes School students compete in Oxford.  

We will be serving high quality teas and coffees along with sumptuous cakes.

New Interiors showroom now 
open in a stunning rural location.
Your one stop shop for Interior design, Fabrics, Wallpapers, Paint, soft 
Furnishings, accessories and a great range of giftware whatever your age.

Stockists of Barker & Barker Fabrics, Designers 
Guild, Voyage, Colefax and Fowler, Prestigious 
Textiles and many more...

      Follow us: @barkerandbarker2
email: enquiries@barkerandbarker.co.uk

Unit 9 Valley Court.  
Lower Road,  
Croydon.  
SG8OHF 
(see website for directions)

Open 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat

Tel: 01223 733 730 
www.barkerandbarker.co.uk


