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DANCERS showed off their
choreography skills during a
three-day competition at the
Helena Romanes School (HRS) in
D u n m ow.

The Parsonage Downs
secondary was hosting its 25th
annual contest.

The event culminated in a
gymnastics performance by
pupils from Dunmow’s St Mary’s
Primary School, choreographed
by HRSYear 11 student Lowen
Hall.

Louise Judd, head of dance,
said: “The show is a brilliant
opportunity for students to use
their creative skills and enhance
their performing experience.”

Solo and group performers in
Years 7 to 11 were rewarded for
their achievements, dedication
to dance, hard work, style and
c o n f i d e n c e.
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PUPILS and parents rallied to
support Thorley Hill Primary’s
first fun run.

It is hoped the event has raised
around £1,000 from refreshments
and sponsorship to help pay for
development of the Bishop’s
Stortford school’s Early Years
Foundation Stage garden, as well
as financing Creative Arts Week
for the whole school.

Personal trainer and parent
Cathy Jones led a warm-up
routine before Key Stage 1
children completed 800m, with
Key Stage 2 pupils running
1,500m. Family members ran

with the children.
The event was supported by

local businesses. Angel Springs
donated bottled water,
S a i n s bu r y ’s at Thorley Park
provided each runner with a
cereal bar and Prontaprint
donated certificates. Each
finisher received a numbered bib
and a medal.

Head Kim Perez said the event
“blended both fun and exercise”
and was a huge success thanks
to the hard work of the FROTH
(FRiends Of Thorley Hill) team
and the enthusiasm of the
children and their families.

PLUCKY RUNNERS: Entrants
for the first Thorley Hill fun run

First fun run proves a huge success

Dancers show array of superb skills

EXCELLENT PERFORMERS: Sarah Taylor, Harriet Wheeler and
Jeanri Burger were awarded shields for their dance achievements

By Sinead Holland
sinead.holland@hertsessexnews.co.uk

FLORIDA is the final frontier for
students at Bishop’s Stortford Col-
lege who are representing the UK
in a space design competition.

Teenagers from the Maze Green
Road fee-paying school were mem-
bers of the winning team in the
UK competition.

Final
As a result, two – Victoria Far-

rant and Matthew Braz – will
form part of the British line-up at
the international final in Amer-
ica this summer.

Imperial College London hos-
ted more than 200 students aged 14
to 18 who were participating in
the sixth national final of the
annual UK Space Design Com-
petition (UKSDC).

The challenge saw 45 to 50
pupils from different schools

working co-operatively to form a
“c o m p a ny ”.

Nine Stortford students took
part: Matthew Braz, James Cat-
ton, Benedict Corti Tyler, Will
Daniels, Elizabeth Farrant, Vic-
toria Farrant, Sam Marshall,
Jonathan Minihane and Alexan-
der Turley-Pound.

They were asked to present
detailed designs for a mobile
space settlement housing 10,000
people, designed to travel powered
by solar sails in orbit between
Earth and Mars in the year 2060.

They received advice
throughout the weekend from
Imperial College undergraduates
with specialist knowledge relev-
ant to the design process.

Each “c o m p a ny ” then had to
complete a 50-page presentation
and make a 35-minute present-
ation in a sales pitch format to
the judges and 200 fellow
c o m p e t i t o r s.

The winning design, called
Balaluceras, was proposed by Vul-
ture Aviation and comprised a
multi-torus design which was
praised by the judges for its
detailed radiation shielding and
cargo handling systems.

The team included students
from Quintin Kynaston Academy,
Capital City Academy, Westmin-
ster School, Nonsuch High School
for Girls, Riddlesdown Collegiate
School and Bishop's Stortford
Colle ge.

Ear ned
They had earned their places

either by winning at a regional
heat or producing a top video
e n t r y.

From the winning company, 12
members were selected to form
the British team which will now
go to the international final at
NASA's Kennedy Space Center in
Florida this summer, competing

AN E XC I T I N G new chapter
has begun at Stansted’s Forest
Hall School with the growth of a
book club.

The secondary, now part of
H a rl ow ’s Burnt Mill Co-operative
Academy Trust, is on a mission
to push students to achieve their
full potential, with reading being
one of the keys to achieving it.

The club members, who meet
once a week during their lunch
break, take part in themed
activities geared towards
sparking discussion as well as
planning school-wide events to
raise the profile of reading.

Librarian Sarah Wedgbrow
said: “The idea for the book club
came from students who were
part of a previous reading group
at school. The club has grown
from the original four members
to 15, with new members joining
each week.”

After reading the short-listed
titles in the Essex Book Awards,
a group of members went along
to the awards ceremony in
Chelmsford, where their
favourite book – She Is Not
Invisible by Marcus Sedgwick –
wo n .

The students met authors
Martyn Bedford and Geraldine
McCaughrean, bought their
books and got them signed for
the school library.

Florida is the
final frontier
for designers
of spacecraft

Book club
aiming to
stimulate
its readers

READERS: left to right - Ali Butt (Year 8), Alice Rogers (Year 7), Erin

ASTRO-CONTEST : Two students from
Coach Holidays
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THE power of radio was
demonstrated to Year 9 and 10
students from Dunmow’s Helena
Romanes School during a trip to
the BBC’s Broadcasting House in
London.

As part of the corporation’s
School Report initiative, the
pupils took part in workshops.

English teacher Sara Tulk
said: “Students were taught
basic programming language
and made a fully functioning
radio out of a Raspberry Pi
computer, some accessories and
a cardboard box.

STUDENTS at Helena Romanes
School in Dunmow are on target
to retain a national sporting
t i t l e.

Ten youngsters from the
Parsonage Downs secondary
travelled to Oxford for the first
leg of the National Schools
Challenge in clay pigeon
shooting.

The team, named school of the
year by the Clay Pigeon Shooting
Association last year, took the
title by 14 clays, with the B team
in third place.

Teacher and clay club
organiser Neal Wilcox said: “All
of our students were a credit to
the school. There is one more leg
of the competition in May.
Hopefully, we can take this as
well to retain our national title
for the third consecutive year.”
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Clay pigeon shooters bang on target

AIMING FOR SUCCESS: Students at Helena Romanes School

Trip to BBC opens ears
to true power of radio

“Using blindfolds, students
discovered the power of radio by
listening to clips from different
time periods, such as during the
Blitz and in the midst of riots.

“The young journalists then
discussed the effect the clips had
on them and the vivid imagery
they created.”

The budding reporters were
also given the challenge of
writing a summary of their day
in the style of a newspaper
article to a tight deadline to
show the time pressure
journalists are under.

MEDIA SAVVY: Girls from Helena
Romanes at the BBC in LondonLanger (Year 8) and Hannah Parsons (Year 9)

against teams from all over the
wo rl d .

Victoria Farrant also won the
Dick Edwards Design Award.
Each company had one winner

who, in the judgement of the
organisers, made the most sig-
nificant contribution in terms of
teamwork, project input and
organisational skills.

SPACE CHALLENGE: Matthew Braz, James Catton, Benedict Corti
Tyler, Will Daniels, Elizabeth Farrant, Victoria Farrant, Sam Marshall,
Jonathan Minihane and Alexander Turley-Pound
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Bishop’s Stortford College in US final


