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Sporting taster
at Olympic Park
K AT H E R I N E S : Sporty students
from Years 3 and 4 at Katherines
Primary School in Harlow
practised their ball skills in
hockey and tennis coaching
sessions at the Queen Elizabeth
Olympic Park in Stratford.

The school, in Brookside, was
one of only 50 chosen to take part
at the London 2012 venue.

The children enjoyed
quicksticks – a four-a-side
hockey taster – and mini tennis
at the Lee Valley Hockey and
Tennis Centre.

The event was hosted by Lee
Valley Regional Park Authority
in partnership with the Lee
Valley Leisure Trust.

Trust chairman Del Goddard
said: “Hundreds of young people
have had the chance to try
hockey and tennis for free.

“We hope that they will be
inspired by their experience at
this fantastic venue.”

Keep on running
THE STOW: Pupils at Cooks
Spinney Primary in Harlow took
part in a mini marathon around
the school grounds.

The runners were split into
two groups, with the older
children following a longer
route. They were given stamps
for each lap they completed.

Head of school Stuart Pope
said: “This is a real community
event and it’s become a bit of an
institution here at Cooks
S p i n n e y. ”

Children were sponsored for
the event and the money they
raised will go toward the cost of
revamping the outside space.

Education

Pupils coin it in for Nepal crisis appeal

Academy
is among
best in the
country
Burnt Mill Academy nominated
William Mata
william.mata@
hertsessexnews.co.uk

BURNT Mill Academy is in the
running to be named as the best
secondary school in the country
at the Times Education Supple-
ment awards.

The academy in First Avenue,
Harlow, is the only school in Essex
to be included on the shortlist of
eight from across the UK.

The award, supported by the
independent education charity
AQA, recognises the dedication
and commitment of schools that
do outstanding work to prepare
young people for the future.

Burnt Mill was nominated for
its work to nurture children who
attained lower than average
grades at primary school into
achieving higher than average
results at GCSE level.

In brief

Paul Williams, assistant head-
teacher at Burnt Mill, said: “We
feel excited and honoured. It is a
testament to the hard work put in
by all members of our school com-
munity that we have been recog-
nised in this way.

I nve s t
“If we win we will continue to

invest in those things that make a
difference to young people in our
schools such as our reading recov-
ering scheme and creating more
time for study at school for stu-
dents who struggle to find places
to successfully learn at home.”

AQA chief executive Andrew
Hall said: “It’s a fantastic achieve-
ment for Burnt Mill Academy to
make the shortlist and we wish
them all the best for awards
night.”

The winners will be announced
in London on Friday, June 19.

GARDENERS’ CORNER: Pupils
with some of their plants

PUPILS at Roydon Primary
School have been saving their
small change to help relief efforts
in earthquake-hit Nepal.

The children used the money
they collected to fill in the outline
of the country drawn in chalk on
the playground of the Epping
Road school.

Although they used only 1p and
2p pieces, the total came to £130
which was donated to the earth-
quake appeal.

Head of school Gill Doyle said:
“We lugged half a ton of coins to
the bank and exchanged them for
£130. We are so glad to be able to
help, even in a small way.”

Meanwhile, pupils are develop-

ing gardening skills on the
s ch o o l ’s new allotment set up by
the student council with help
from teachers and parents.

Every class has been allocated
its own patch to grow fruit and
vegetables as part of the Grow For
It scheme launched last year.

Parents contributed £1 for a
garden-themed dress up day and
also provided plants and compost
for use on the allotment.

“Our Grow For It project is now
an annual event,” said Ms Doyle.
“The site was designed and cre-
ated last year by our school coun-
cil, with each class taking
responsibility for their own sec-
tion.”

CASH PILE: Pupils from Roydon Primary School with the change they have collected for charity

To the many residents
who have supported me,

including many from other
political parties.

I love Harlow,
I champion Harlow,

I work hard for Harlow.

Robert Halfon MP

Promoted by
Simon Carter on behalf of

Harlow Conservatives all of
Kao Hockham House,

Edinburgh Way, CM20 2NQ
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