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Academy’s proposal
to build classrooms
Plan for single-storey block submitted to the council
William Mata
william.mata@hertsessexnews.co.uk

A SECONDARY school has sub-
mitted proposals to build a new
four-classroom building to help
meet the demand for places.

Burnt Mill Academy Trust is
applying for planning permission
from Harlow Council to build a
single-storey extension next to
the current technology block.

Paul Williams, assistant
headteacher, said: “They [the new
classrooms] are going to be for
English and humanities but they
will have a multi-use element to
them.

“We have got funding through
the department of education as
part of an initiative to help out-
standing schools.”

“We are confident of getting it
t h ro u g h , ” he added.

The First Avenue school was
the town’s most sought after sec-
ondary in the 2015 admissions
process, with 748 applicants list-
ing Burnt Mill as a preference.

All 210 places were immedi-
ately filled with 179 more applic-
ants put on a waiting list.

The demand for places was so
overwhelming this year that
Burnt Mill executives offered
some students a place at its sister
school, Forest Hall in Stansted

M o u n t f i t ch e t .
While the new classrooms will

help to relieve pressure within
the current school intake, staff
have not commented on whether
it will lead to an increase in the
number of places on offer.

Mr Williams continued: “We
are unable to say if this will
change our admission policy.

“We have become popular and
oversubscribed, but we want to
accommodate as many as we
can.”

The new classrooms will be
next to the technology block and
visible from the road.

Oversubscription is a problem
throughout Harlow with all five
schools full and with students on

waiting lists.
Harlow Council registered the

application last month and a con-
sultation will now be held for
residents to comment. A decision
will then be made by the author-
ity’s development committee.

The school is hoping the new
classrooms will be ready for use
by Easter 2016.

News
Fire station
to host club
for summer
CHILDREN with additional
learning needs can enjoy a fun-
filled holiday club run at
H a rl ow ’s fire station.

With activities including;
dancing, art, cooking and
cinema, the Fun United Holiday
Club has been organised by the
Papworth Trust for the past
three years.

Gayle Kiff, transitions
business manager at the charity,
said: “The Fun United clubs
offer children with additional
needs and disabilities a great
chance to enjoy new things.

“They are also open to their
siblings so it really is great
family fun.”

The club runs at the Fourth
Avenue venue on July 28, 29 and
30 and then in August between
the dates of 3-5, 10-12, 17-19 and
24-26.

Each session runs between
10am and 3pm and costs £5 per
d ay.
■ To book a place or find out
more about the clubs, call Gayle
on 07891 006522 or email info@
papwor thtrust.org.uk.

In brief
MP will vote against
revoking hunt ban
H A R L OW: MP Robert Halfon
has said he would be prepared to
vote against his own party to
oppose the re-introduction of fox
hunting.

The hunting ban had been due
to be reviewed in the Houses of
Parliament on Tuesday, but the
vote was postponed after the
SNP refused to take part.

Conservative MPs were largely
expected to overturn the hunting
ban, which had been enforced by
a Labour government in 2004.

The Harlow MP said in a
statement: “After careful
consideration I have come to the
view that the Hunting Act
should not be changed and I was
planning to vote against the
p ro p o s a l s.

“As the vote has been
postponed, I can confirm that
when the vote comes back to
Parliament I will be voting
against the amendment.

“I appreciate the many
residents who wrote to me in a
courteous and constructive
manner which has had an
important impact on my
thinking.”

Car and van stolen
H A R L OW: A blue Ford Fiesta
was stolen from Oldhouse Croft
in Harlow on Monday.

The vehicle was stolen around
8pm and has the registration
number EX13SRU.

A Peugeot van was also stolen
over the weekend. The white
medium sized van, registered
NC11VZY, was stolen between
July 10 and July 20 from
Edinburgh Gate, Harlow.
■ Call Essex Police on 101.

Help needed
MORE volunteers are urgently
needed to staff Staple Tye charity
shop St Elizabeth’s.

The epilepsy and complex med-
ical needs support charity play a
vital local service in Harlow but
more staff, of any age over 16, are
desperately needed to ensure the
good work continues.
■ Call Ms Patterson on 01279
424651 or apply in store.

FUTURE: Burnt Mill Academy headteacher John Blaney at the site of the new block


